FBI expands investigation of Halliburton contracts ra.s

W ASTRIPES

Can Red Sox keep
Series team intact?
Back page

e P

STARS

Walken showsa 4
kinder, gentler 100,000 Iraqis
side in new film \ = have died in war
Page 18 - Page 8

Report estimates

ssssssss

Actor Christopher Walken
Volume 2, No. 203 © EPSS 2004 MIDEAST EDITION  SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2004

General: U.S. geared
for Fallujah assault

British reach base near Baghdad, freeing up American troops eegs

Candidates rally star power in final stretch e..s

Clockwise from far left:
Democratic presidential
candidate Sen. John Kerry
embraces singer Bruce
Springsteen after Springs-
teen performed at a cam-
paign rally at Ohio State
University on Thursday.

President Bush waves to
supporters after speaking
at a campaign rally early
Friday in Manchester,
N.H. Bush was scheduled
to fly to Ohio for more
stumping later on Friday.

Gov. Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger joins Stockton Mayor

in Ohio on Friday after-
noon.

AP photos
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Rosa Parks guardian: A federal
judge again refused to reconsider the
appointment of former Mayor Dennis

Archer as guardian for 91-year-old civil
rights pioneer Rosa Parks.

U.S. District Judge George Steeh appoint-
ed Archer earlier this month to protect
Parks’ interests in a pair of civil lawsuits.

Parks’ doctors have told a federal magis-
trate that she is in poor health and suffers
from dementia.

Parks sued the rap group OutKast in
1999, claiming they wrongly used her name
in the title of a song. A second lawsuit filed
in August seeks more than $5 billion from
the group’s record companies and two
major booksellers.

Parks’ lawyers had argued that their cli-
ent already has people acting on her behalf.
Steeh on Thursday refused for the second
time to reconsider the appointment.

Church sexual abuse: A California judge
ordered the employment records of Roman
Catholic priests accused of sexual abuse in
dozens of civil cases be kept confidential —
an apparent reversal from an earlier recom-
mendation that they be made public.

The records could reveal what actions dio-
ceses took against priests accused of sexual
molestation, including transferring them be-
tween parishes rather than removing them
from ministry or turning them over to law
enforcement.

Attorneys for the church argued priests’
personnel records, as well as personal infor-
mation related to the alleged victims, should
remain confidential during the discovery
phase of the various sex-abuse civil cases.

NAACP tax status: The Internal Revenue
Service has threatened to revoke the
NAACP's tax-exempt status because the
group’s chairman, Julian Bond, “con-
demned the administration policies of
George W. Bush” during a speech this sum-
mer, according to documents the civil rights
group provided Thursday.

The NAACP, which is based in Baltimore
and is the nation’s oldest and largest civil
rights organization, is incorporated under a
tax-code section that prohibits participation
in a political campaign.

Harris assault: A man charged with as-
sault for allegedly aiming his car at Florida
Rep. Katherine Harris and supporters
while they were campaigning was ordered

held Thursday on
$500,000 bail.

Barry M. Seltzer, 46,
faces one count of ag-
gravated assault with a
deadly weapon and
could face a federal
charge in connection
with the Tuesday inci-
dent.

Seltzer told police he
was exercising “politi-
cal expression” when
he aimed his car at Har-
ris and campaign supporters as they stood
at a busy intersection. He swerved onto the
sidewalk; no one was hurt.

Seltzer

Mailbox bombings case: A Minnesota
man accused in a Midwestern mailbox
bombing spree is mentally ill and should be
committed, a federal magistrate judge ruled
Thursday.

Lucas Helder, 23, already had been de-
clared incompetent to stand trial on charges
that he planted pipe bombs and anti-govern-
ment notes in rural mailboxes in Iowa, Illi-
nois, Nebraska, Colorado and Texas in May
2002.

Several bombs exploded, injuring four

Terror trial: Militant cleric Abu Bakar Bashir, center, prepares to step out of detention car
upon arrival for his trial at a makeshift court in Jakarta, Indonesia, on Thursday. Bashir is
accused in the 2002 Bali bombings and last year’s attack on the J.W. Marriott Hotel in Jakarta.

postal workers and two Towa women. The
nationwide manhunt that followed ended
with Helder’s arrest outside Reno, Nev.

U.S. Magistrate Judge Franklin Noel said
he was convinced by expert testimony that
Helder, who is in jail, might do more bomb-
ings given the chance.

Swift Boat investigation: A federal em-
ployee union is calling for an investigation
into why the Waco Veterans Affairs Region-
al Office held a training session led by a
former President Bush campaign political
volunteer linked to the Swift Boat Veterans
for Truth.

The American Federation of Government
Employees, which has endorsed Democrat-
ic presidential candidate John Kerry, says
retired Air Force Col. Ken Cordier’s appear-
ance violated a law that bans political activi-
ties at federal workplaces.

Several Waco VA employees said that be-
fore the training session last month, their
boss told them Cordier would not discuss
politics, said the union’s attorney, Mark
Roth. But after his presentation on POW is-
sues, Cordier made disparaging remarks
about Democrats that made employees of
both political parties feel uncomfortable,
Roth said.

McGreevey aide interviewed: More than
two months after Gov. James E. McGreevey
said he would resign in the wake of an extra-
marital gay affair, fed-
eral investigators have
interviewed the former
aide who was reported
to have been the man
he had the affair with.

Two FBI agents inter-
viewed Golan Cipel in
his native Israel “at
length” on Wednesday,
FBI spokesman Steve
Kodak said Thursday.

Kodak said he could
not comment on the
content of the interview.

McGreevey

World

Pitcairn Island rapes: The mayor of
Pitcairn Island was sentenced to three
years imprisonment for rapes of young
women on the remote and isolated home of

descendants of the HMS Bounty mutineers,
ritish authorities in
New Zealand said Fri-

Sleve Christian, who
claims to be a direct de-
scendent of Bounty mu-
tiny leader Fletcher
Christian, and five
other men from the is-
land were convicted
Monday of a string of
rapes and sex attacks
dating back 40 years.
Christian was convict-

Christian

ed of five rapes.

Ukraine election: In a sharp statement of
dismay over abuses and official interfer-
ence ahead of Sunday’s presidential elec-
tion, U.S. officials say Ukraine could face un-
specified punitive measures if the vote is
not free and fair.

“If the election fails to meet international
standards, a variety of measures to hold offi-
cials responsible for electoral misconduct
accountable will be considered,” the U.S.
mission to the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe said in a statement
released late Thursday.

Japan earthquake: The death toll attribut-
ed to a series of powerful earthquakes in
northern Japan over the past week rose to
36 on Friday, after a 43-year-old woman
who had been camping in her car died from
ablood clot, police said.

A 6.8-magnitude earthquake last Satur-
day injured more than 2,000 people and left
some 100,000 living in temporary public
shelters unable to return home. Thousands
more have been camping out in tents and
cars, afraid that aftershocks could set off
landslides or cause already-damaged build-
ings to collapse.

A Niigata Prefectural Police official,
speaking on condition of anonymity, said
the woman from a city was hospitalized
Wednesday morning after collapsing out-
side her car. She had been sleeping in the
car after finding nearby shelters full, he
said.

Stories and photos from wire reports
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British troops arrive to free up Americans

With replacements in place U S. soldiers prepare for Fallujah assault

BY MARIAM FAM

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — U.S. forces are gearing
up for a major operation against the insur-
gent stronghold Fallujah, a U.S. general
said Friday, as hundreds of British troops
reached a base near Baghdad to free Amer-
ican forces to join any assault.

“We're gearing up to do an operation
and when we’re told to go, we'll go,” Brig.
Gen. Dennis Hejlik, deputy commander of
the 1st Marine Expeditionary Force, said
at a camp near Fallujah. “When we do go,
we’ll whack them.”

Hejlik’s comments confirmed that plans
are under way for a major assault on insur-
gent strongholds west of Baghdad in an ef-
fort to end the wave of car bombings, kid-
nappings and attacks that has escalated
since Fallujah fell under guerrilla control
last spring.

U.S. officials have given no indication of
the timing of a major attack, which still
await final orders from Iraqi Prime Minis-
ter Ayad Allawi. However, in a sign that
the assault may be imminent, the first
wave of troops from the Black Watch regi-
ment has arrived at the base near Bagh-
dad, the Defense Ministry in London.

The rest of the 850-strong battle group
from the Black Watch regiment were to ar-
rive over the weekend, the ministry said
without specifying how many were in each
wave. The base is located 20 miles west of
Mahmoudiya, a town that has seen fre-
quent insurgent attacks south of Baghdad,
according to the report.

The Americans asked for the deploy-
ment in order to free up American forces
for a new assault on Sunni insurgents who
have taken control of Fallujah and a num-
ber of towns north and west of Baghdad.

Clashes were reported Friday on the
northeast edge of Fallujah and in Ramadi
— an almost daily occurrence as the show-
down with the insurgents looms.

The decision to agree to the U.S. request
for redeployment is a politically sensitive
one for Prime Minister Tony Blair, whose
popularity has plummeted because of his
support for the Iraq war.

A first convoy of troops and heavy equip-
ment arrived at the base, known as Camp

David McBride of the British Black Watch regiment waits for takeoff as he sits aboard a
Hercules C-130 transport aircraft at Basra Airport in Iraq on Thursday. The Black Watch
battle group, with attachments from 40 Commando Royal Marines, B Squadron Queen's
Dragoon Guards and support from other units, will be operating near Baghdad.

Dogwood, by land Thursday, slowed by
roadside bombs along the way.

A blast went off 10 miles south of the
base as the convoy passed, forcmg several
trucks off the road but causing no casual-
ties, according to a pool report by a Daily
Express correspondent embedded with lhe
convoy. More bombs were discovered and
defused.

Sixty-eight British soldiers have been
killed in Iraq, compared to more than 1,100
American troops.

Black Watch soldiers have been told by
their commanders that their deployment

be for a maximum of 30 days. Officials
have refused to say which, if any, regiment
might replace them.

“I'm nervous and angry,” said Pvt.
Manny Lynch, 19, of the Black Watch, ac-
cording to the Daily Express pool report.
“I'was supposed to be going home last Mon-
day and I only found out that I was being
deployed four days before.”

In other violence Friday, two car bombs
in the northern city of Mosul targeted two
US. patrols, killing an Iraqi civilian and
lightly wounding five U.S. soldiers, accord-
ing to the U.S. military and hospital offi-
cials.

A Turkish truck carrying bottled water
also was attacked in the city, 225 miles
northwest of Baghdad, killing the driver
and leaving the vehicle engulfed in flames,
according to witnesses and Mosul police.

In Bagouba, Aqgil Hamid al-Adili, an as-
sistant to the governor of Diyala province,
was killed by gunmen as he was sitting in a
friend's office, according to police Lt. Hus-
sein Ali.

Days earlier, al-Adili had warned of in-
surgent infiltration in the Iragi security
forces after a deadly ambush in which 50
U.S.-trained Iraqi soldiers were killed near
the Iran border last weekend.

In Japan, the government struggled Fri-

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Thursday, at least 1,111 mem-
bers of the U.S. military have died since
the beginning of the Iraq war in March
2003, according to an Associated Press
count. At least 847 died as a result of hos-
tile action, according to the Defense De-
partment. The figures include three mil-
itary civilians.

The AP count is five higher than the
Defense Department’s tally, last updat-
ed Thursday at 10 a.m.

The British military has reported 67
deaths; Italy, 19; Poland, 13; Spain, 11;

raine, nine; Bulgana, seven; Slova’
kia, three; Estonia, Thailand and the
Netherlands, two each; and Denmark,
El Salvador, Hungary and Latvia have
reported one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President
Bush declared that m: major combat opera-
tions in Iraq had ended, 973 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, according to
AP’s count. That includes at least 738
deaths resulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s numbers.

The latest death reported by the mili-
tary:

WA US. soldier was killed in a rock-
et-propelled grenade attack Thursday
while on patrol south of Balad, Iraq.

W A US. soldier was killed in an explo-
sion Thursday while on patrol in Bagh-

The latest identification reported by
milit

the military:
W No identifications reported.

day to track down a Japanese hostage in
Iragq, as the deadline passed for it to com-
ply with the demands of militants who
threatened to behead him.

alrQaJda linked group led by Abu
Musab al-Zargawi vowed on Tuesday to
kill Shosei Koda within 48 hours unless
Japan withdrew its troops from Iraq.
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi reject-
ed that demand.

DOD seeks to account for movement of munitions

BY JOHN J. LUMPKIN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — An Army unit re-
moved 250 tons of ammunition from the
Al-Qagaa weapons depot in Iraq in April
2003 and later destroyed it, the company’s
former commander said Friday. A Pentagon
spokesman said some was of the same type
as the missing explosives that have become
amajor issue in the presidential campaign.

But those 250 tons were not located under
the seal of the International Atomic Energy
Agency — as the missing high-grade explo-
sives had been — and Pentagon spokesman
Larry Di Rita could not definitely say wheth-
er they were part of the missing 377 tons.

Maj. Austin Pearson, speaking at a press
conference at the Pentagon, said his team re-
moved 250 tons of TNT, plastic explosives,
detonation cords, and white phosporous
rounds on April 13, 2003 — 10 days after
U.S. forces first reached the Al-Qagaa site.

“I did not see any IAEA seals at any of the
locations we went into. I was not looking for
that,” Pearson said.

Di Rita sought to point to Pearson’s com-
ments as evidence that some RDX, one of

Major says company removed 250 tons
of ammunition from Iraq depot in question

the high-energy explosives, might have
been removed from the site. RDX also is
known as plastic explosive.

But Di Rita acknowledged: “I can’t say
RDX that was on the list of IAEA is what the
‘major pulled out. ... We believe that some of
the things they were pulling out of there
were RDX.”

Further study was needed, Di Rita said.

Whether Saddam Hussein’s forces re-
‘moved the explosives before U.S. forces ar-
rived on April 3, 2003, or whether they fell
into the hands of looters and insurgents af-

terward — because the site was not guarded
by U.S. troops — has become a key issue in
the campaign.

Still, 377 tons of explosives amount to a
tiny fraction of the weaponry in Iraq. U.S.
forces already have destroyed, or have slat-
ed to destroy, more than 400,000 tons of all
manner of Iraqi weapons and ammunition.
But at least another 250,000 tons from Sad-

dam’s regime remain unaccounted for, and
some undoubtedly has fallen into the
hands of insurgents.

The window in which the explosives
most likely were removed from Al-Qaqaa
begins on March 15, 2003 — five days be-
fore the war started — and ends in late
May, when a U.S. weapons inspection team
declared the depot stripped and looted.

Two weeks ago, Iraqi officials told the
United Nations’ International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency that the explosives vanished as
a result of “theft and looting ... due to lack
of security.”

The explosives were known to be housed
in storage bunkers at the sprawling
Al-Qagaa complex and nearby structures.
U.N. nuclear inspectors placed fresh seals
over the bunker doors in January 2003.
The inspectors visited Al-Qagaa for the
last time that March 15 and reported that
the seals were not broken; concluding the
weapons still were inside at the time.

A U.S. military reconaissance image,
taken of Al Qaqaa on March 17, shows two
vehicles, presumably Iraqi, outside a bun-
ker at Al-Qaqaa. But Di Rita said that bun-
ker was not known to contain any of the
377 tons, and that the image only shows
that there was activity at the depot after
U.N. inspectors left.

Elements of the U.S. 3rd Infantry Divi-
sion arrived in the area on April 3 en route
to Baghdad. They fought a battle with Iraqi
forces inside Al-Qaqaa and moved on, leav-
ing a battalion behind to clear out enemy
fighters in the area. Troops found other
weapons, including artillery shells, on the
base, he said. They didn’t specnﬁcally
search for the 377 tons of high explosives
that are missing. On April 6, the battalion
left for Baghdad.

Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
and others have advanced the theory that
the materials were removed before U.S.
forces arrived, saying looting that much
material would be impossible by
small-scale thieves, and that a large-scale
theft would have involved lots of trucks
and would have been detected.
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Are these exploswes worth the fuss?

377 tons is just
a fraction of the
Iraq munitions
that are missing

BY BRADLEY GRAHAM
AND THOMAS E. RICKS
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The 377 tons of Iraqi
whose reported
has dominated the past few days of presi-
dential campaigning represent only a tiny
fraction of the vast quantities of other muni-
tions unaccounted for since the fall of Sadd-
am Hussein’s government 18 months ago.

U.S. military commanders estimated last
fall that Iraqi military sites contained
650,000 to 1 million tons of explosives, artil-
lery shells, aviation bombs and other am-
munition. The Bush administration cited of-
ficial figures this week showing about
400,000 tons destroyed or in the process of
being eliminated. That leaves the where-
abouts of more than 250,000 tons unknown.

Against that background, this week’s as-
sertions by Sen. John Kerry's campaign
about the few hundred tons said to have
vanished from Iraq’s Al- Qaqaa facility
have struck some defense experts as exag-
gerated.

“There is something truly absurd about
focusing on 377 tons of rather ordinary ex-
plosives, regardless of what actually hap-
pened at Al-Qagaa,” Anthony H. Cordes-
‘man, a senior analyst at the Center for Stra-
tegic and International Studies, wrote in an

Thursday. “The
Al-Qaqaa were at most around 0.06 per—
cent of the total.”

Retired Army Gen. Wayne Downing,
‘who served briefly as President Bush’s ad-
viser on counterterrorism and has Cnll'

This satellite image collected Sept. 7 shows parl ol AI Qaqaa west facil

dad. Nearly 400 tons of

from the al-Qagaa

military installation, according to the Iniernallonil Atomic Energy Agency.

weapons i in Iraq, Charles Du-

cized some aspects of the
performance, said Thursday he consldered
the missing-explosives issue “bogu:

Kerry has serzed on the incident to press
his charge that Bush mishandled the inva-
sion of Iraq, failing, among other things, to
secure sites containing dangerous Iragi
munitions, some of which were stored in
bunkers marked with International Atomic
Energy Agency seals to designate particu-
lar international concern.

Bush administration officials have re-
fused to accept a statement issued earlier
this month by a senior official of Iraq’s in-
terim government that the munitions disap-
peared after the April 9, 2003, fall of Bagh-
dad “due to a lack of security." Iragi au-
thorities have not offered any supporting
evidence.

Several defense analysts said Kerry’s
focus on Al-Qaqaa has resonated mainly be-
cause the explosives issue has become sym-
bolic of the Bush administration’s handling
of Iraq, especially its long-running insis-
tence that it has an insufficient number of
U.S. forces there.

“The issue has been out there for a long
time,” said James Bodner, who helped for-
mulate Iraq policy in the Cllmon -era Penta-
gon. “Are we properly manned to carry out
the specific military tasks that need to be
accomplished? If the answer is, ‘Yes, we
have enough troops,” then why are these fa-
cilities unguarded?”

‘Whatever the case, the military signifi-
cance of the loss, in a country awash with
far larger amounts of munitions, is open to
question.

The most powerful of the three explo-
sives — HMX — can be used in a trigger
for nuclear devices, which is why it had
been placed under IAEA seal. But HMX is
obtainable elsewhere, and the chief U.S.

elfer, has acknowledged that the Iragi
stockplle posed no particular concern in
this regard.

Matthew Bunn, a Harvard University ex-
pert in nuclear weapons and terrorism,
said that while he is concerned by the re-
‘moval of the explosives, he is far more wor-
ried by IAEA reports that large quantities
of sophisticated equipment, such as elec-
tron beam welders, were looted and re-
moved from Irag’s ‘nuclear ‘weapons pro-
gram.

HMX and the two other types of explo-
sives reported missing from Al-Qaqaa —
RDX and PETN — could also be used in de-
vices targeting U.S. forces in Iraq. But de-
fense officials say the many car bombs and
roadside explosive devices that have men-
aced U.S. forces and other foreigners in
Irag have tended to be constructed from
old artillery shells and other munitions,
which remain in ample supply in Iraq.

Pentagon officials, attempting to recon-
struct a timeline of what might have oc-
curred at Al-Qagaa, believe they have nar-
rowed the window for the disappearance to
a two-month period between mid-Marc]
2003, when the IAEA verified its seals
were still in place, and May 2003, when
U.S. military search teams arrived at the
site and found it had been looted, stripped
and vandalized. The search teams saw
none of the explosives that were once
under seal.

Although invading U.S. forces never se-
cured the facility, defense officials have
disputed the notion that such a large quanti-
ty of explosive could have been transport-
ed without notice by the U.S. military.

Bolstering the possibility that the muni-
tions were removed before U.S. troops ar-
rived, defense officials say, is the Saddam’s

government known practice of shifting
weapons from storage facilities into fields
and other camouflaged sites to elude U.S.
air attacks. One senior defense also said
classified U.S. intelligence photos show
lots of activity at Al-Qagaa before U.S. forc-
es reached the site.

The Pentagon has contributed to confu-
sion surrounding the case.

John Shaw, deputy undersecretary for in-
ternational technology and security, told
The Washington Times on Wednesday that
Russian troops, working with Iraqi intelli-
gence, “almost certainly” removed the ex-
plosives from Al-Qagaa. On Thursday,
other senior defense officials, after review-
ing Pentagon intelligence reports, said
Shaw’s remarks had no basis in fact.

Other confusion has arisen over how
much explosive material had been stored
at Al-Qaqaa. The 377-ton figure was cited
by Iraq’s interim government in a letter to
the IAEA earlier this month first reporting
the amount missing. That figure was based
on a Saddam government declaration in
July 2003 of what existed at the site. It in-
cluded about 155 tons of RDX. On Wednes-
day, ABC News reported that IAEA docu-
ments indicated there were only about 3
tons of RDX remaining at Al-Qaqaa in Jan-
uary 2003, two months before the U.S.-led
invasion.

On Thursday, however, IAEA officials
said records showed another 138 tons of
the RDX were being kept then at a military
warehouse used by Al-Qagaa’s managers
at al-Mahaweel, located about 25 miles
away. The TAEA has never been able to ac-
count for an additional 14 tons in July 2003
Iraqi declaration.

Melissa Fleming, an IAEA spokeswom-
an, said Thursday that the IAEA warned
the United States in April 2003 of concerns
about security at Qaqaa. A fresh request to
the Iraqi government generated the Oct. 10
reply that the explosives were no longer at

Staff writers Colum Lynch at the nited Nations
Dafna Linzer contributed to this rep

News footage
shows tons of
explosives in

installation

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Videotape shot by
a Minnesota television crew traveling
with U.S. troops in Iraq when they first
opened the bunkers at the Al-Qagaa mu-
nitions base nine days after the fall of
Saddam Hussein shows what appeared
to be high explosives still in barrels and
bearing the markings of the Internation-
al Atomic Energy Agency.

The video taken by KSTP of St. Paul,
Minn., on April 18, 2003, could rein-
force suggesnons that tons of exploswes
missing from a munitions installation in
Iraq were looted after the U.S. invasion
and occupation of Iraq. The video was
broadcast nationally Thursday on the
ABC network.

“The photographs are consistent with
what I know of Al-Qaqaa,” David A.
Kay, a former American official who di-
rected the hunt in Iraq for unconvention-
al weapons and visited the site, was
quoted as telling The New York Times.

e damning thing is the seals. The Ira-
qls dldn’t use seals on anything. So I'm
absolutely sure that’s an IAEA seal.”

The question of what happened to the
tons of explosives has become a major
issue in the closing days of the U.S. pres-
idential campaign.

Democrat John Kerry says the miss-
ing explosives — powerful enough to de-
‘molish a building, bring down a jetliner
or set off a nuclear weapon — are anoth-
er example of the Bush administration’s
poor planning and incompetence in han-
dling the war in Iraq.

President Bush says the explosives
were possibly removed by Saddam’s
forces before the invasion.

Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
entered the debate Thursday, suggest-
ing the 377 tons of explosives were
taken away before U.S. forces arrived,
saying any large effort to loot the materi-
al afterward would have been detected.

The Pentagon also declassified and re-
leased a single image, taken by recon-
naissance aircraft or satellite just days
before the war, showing two trucks out-
side one of the dozens of storage bun-
kers at the Al-Qagaa munitions base.

The particular bunker is not one
known to have contained any of the
missing explosives, and Pentagon
spokesman Larry Di Rita said the
image only shows that there was some
Iraqi activity at the base when it was
taken, on March 17. Di Rita said the
image says nothing about what hap-
pened to the explosives.

Rumsfeld, in one radio interview, also
cast doubt on the suggestion of one of
his subordinates that Russian forces as-
sisted the Iraqis in removing them.

But at issue is whether the weapons
were moved before or after U.S. forces
occupied that region of the country in
early April. No one has been able to pro-
vide conclusive evidence either way, al-
though Iragi officials blamed it on poor
U.S. security after Baghdad fell.

The Pentagon has said it's looking
into the matter, and officials note that
400,000 tons of recovered Iragi muni-
tions have either been destroyed or are
slated to be destroyed.
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FBI expands Halliburton contracts probe

BY LARRY MARGASAK
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The FBI is investigat-
ing whether U.S. officials improperly
awarded Vice President Dick Cheney’s
former company lucrative contract work
without competition, a probe that was con-
firmed only days after a top Army contract
officer raised the issue of favoritism.

The investigation expands an existing
probe of whether Halliburton Co. over-
charged for fuel deliveries in Iraq. The
probe now includes the no-bid work award-
ed the company in Iraq, including restora-
tion of the country’s oil industry at a cost of
$2.5 billion.

The expanded investigation is converg-
ing with statements made last weekend by
Bunnatine Greenhouse, the chief contract-
ing officer for the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers. has requested an interview
with Greenhouse, who said her agency un-
fairly awarded KBR, a Halliburton subsid-
iary, the Iraq work.

Cheney headed Halliburton, a Hous-
ton-based oil services conglomerate, prior
to running for vice president four years ago.

He has consistently denied any involve-
ment in the contracts. His spokesman,
Kevin Kellems, said in response to a ques-
tion that neither Cheney nor his aides have
been contacted by investigators.

A federal law en-

Greenhouse’s lawyers said Thursday
their client will cooperate but that she
‘wants whistle-blower protection from Pen-
tagon retaliation.

One of the lawyers, Stephen Kohn, said it
was Greenhouse’s job to protect “the hones-
ty and the integrity of the contracting pro-
cess itself, so it's an even playing field.
Why should a large corporation with politi-
cal influence get all the money?”

FBI agents recently began collecting doc-
uments from Army offices in Texas and
elsewhere to examine how and why Halli-
burton got the no-bid work.

A Corps spokeswoman, Carol Sanders,
said she could not confirm an expanded in-
vestigation.

“The Corps is absolutely cooperating
with the FBL, and it has been an ongoing ef-
fort,” Sanders said. “Our role is to cooper-
ate. It's a public contract and public funds.

e've been providing them information
for quite a while.”

Wendy Hall, a Halliburton spokeswom-
an, said the company is cooperating with
various investigations, but she dismissed
the latest revelation as election politics.
She noted Congress’ auditing arm, the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office, found the
company’s no-bid work in Iraq was legal.

“The old allegations have once again
been recycled, this time one week before
the election,” Hall said. “The GAO said ear-

lier this year that the

official,
speaking only on con-
dition of anonymity,
said the investigation
does not involve any-
one in the White
House, including
Cheney’s office.
The FBI investiga-
tion, confirmed by

contract was properly
awarded because Hal-
liburton was the only
contractor that could
do the work.

“We look forward
to the end of the elec-
tion, because no mat-
ter who is elected
president, Hallibur-

AP photos
Left: Vice President Dick Cheney speaks at a campaign rally this week. Cheney headed
Hal hurton prior to becoming vice president.

Rigl chief officer of the Army Corps of Engineers,
made the initial allegations that led to the investigation of Halliburton contracts.

Problems mount for Cheney’s former company

The investigation: The FBI is looking into whether a subsidiary of Halliburton Co.
improperly received lucrative federal government contracts for work in Iraq without
competitive bidding.

‘The Houston-based oil services
under i for allegedly for fuel deliveries in Iraq.
The politics: Vice President Dick Cheney formerly ran Halliburton, fueling allega-
tions the company has received special treatment from the top levels of government.
The Associated Press

was already

several government
sources who insisted
on anonymity, raised
the profile of a key
Democratic  attack
issue in the final days
of the presidential
campaign.

“Good people came
forward to tell the
truth about these con-
tracts because they —
like the American peo-
ple — know that the
administration’s_spe-
cial treatment of Halli-
burton was wrong,”
vice presidential can-
didate John Edwards
said in a statement

Thursday night.

Halliburton Co.’s main offices are in
downtown Houston.

ton is proud to serve
the troops just as we
have for the past 60
years for both Demo-
crat and Republican

burton got the Iraq contracts.

In a formal whistle-blower complaint
filed last week, Greenhouse alleged the
award of contracts without competition to
KBR puts at risk “the integrity of the feder-

al program as it relates to a

ions,” she
said.

Sen. Frank Lauten-
berg, a New Jersey
Democrat on the Sen-
ate Governmental Af-
fairs Committee who
has been investigat-
ing Halliburton’s con-
tracts, said his office
was told the FBI re-
cently sought docu-
ments m  various
government  offices.
The requests focused
on how and why Halli-

major defense contractor.” The contracts
were to restore Iraq’s oil industry.

The Army last week referred Green-
house’s allegations to the Defense Depart-
ment’s inspector general. Documents show
FBI agents from Quad Cities, IIL, asked
Tuesday to interview Greenhouse. Her law-
yers declined to discuss the contacts.

Greenhouse alleged in her complaint
that after her superiors signed off on the
Iraq business in February 2003, a month
before the war began, and returned it for
her necessary approval, she specifically
asked why the work was being extended
for several years.

Beside her signature Greenhouse wrote:
“I caution that extending this sole-source
effort beyond a one-year period could con-
vey an invalid perception that there is not
strong intent for a limited competition,”
the complaint said.

The oil restoration work was given to
KBR without competitive bidding through
10 separate work assignments called “task
orders.” The orders were issued under an
existing contract between Halliburton and
the U.S. military that was awarded compet-
itively in December 2001.

While the Corps was authorized to spend
up to $7 billion for the oil restoration work,
the actual cost so far has been $2.5 billiol

Halliburton is still working on the oil fa-
cilities, but it is now operating under a
new, competitively awarded contract.
Associated Press writer John Solomon contributed
to this report.

SEALS face court-martial in Abu Ghraib assault

BY SETH HETTENA
The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Two Navy
SEALS will face court-martial pro-
ceedings for allegedly assaulung
a detainee who died at the Abu
Ghraib prison in Iraq, the Navy
said Wednesday.

The two commandos from a
Coronado-based Sea, Air, Land
unit known as SEAL Team-7 also
are accused of posing in photo-
graphs taken while the detainee
was subjected to degrading treat-
ment, according to court docu-
ments.

Neither of the two SEALs is
charged with killing the prisoner.

Article 32 hearings, the mili-
tary equivalent of a civilian grand
jury, are set for Thursday and Fri-

day at Naval Base San Diego for
the two enlisted SEALs. The
charges against them include ag-
gravated assault, maltreatment,
dereliction of duty and disobey-
ing orders.

The Navy withheld the names
of the two and identified them
only as an aviation boatswain’s
mate and a hospital corpsman
first class.

The boatswain’s mate allegedly
Kkicked, punched and kneed pris-
oners in Iraq. He also twisted pris-
oners’ testicles and struck a pris-
oner in the buttocks with a wood-
en board, according to the charge
sheets.

John Tranberg, a civilian de-
fense attorney representing the
boatswain’s mate, said he be-
lieved the charges had been exag-

gerated. He was reluctant to com-
ment further on the case, saying
he was uncertain if information
was classified.

‘The boatswain’s mate also alleg-
edly punched Manadel al-Jama-
di, a suspect in an attack on a Red
Cross facility, in the stomach and
back, and encouraged another
sailor to join in.

The following day — Nov. 4,
2003 — al-Jamadi was found
dead in a shower at the Abu Gh-
raib prison near Baghdad. A mili-
tary pathologist ruled that al-Ja-
madi died of blunt force trauma
to the head.

The hospital corpsman is ac-
cused of punching, kicking and
breaking fingers of prisoners.
The corpsman also is accused of
pointing a loaded firearm at al-Ja-
madi’s head.

The alleged abuses occurred be-
tween October 2003 and April, ac-
cording to the charge sheets.

Five other SEALs were impli-
cated. Charges were dismissed
Tuesday against a chief petty of-
ficer in a nonjudicial proceeding
known as a captain’s mast, said ci-
vilian defense attorney Jeremiah
Sullivan.

The chief petty officer was not
present when al-Jamadi was cap-
tured and allegedly beaten by
other members of the unit, Sulli-
van said.

The remaining cases have not
been scheduled for Article 32
hearings, said Cmdr. Jeff Bender,
a spokesman for Naval Special
Warfare Command in Coronado.

Defense attorneys for two of
the accused say the charges of

prisoner abuse were initiated by
an ex-SEAL who earned the nick-
name “Klepto” for stealing a fel-
low SEAL’s body armor in Iraq.

The ex-SEAL made the allega-
tions while appealing a decision
to kick him out of the SEALS for
theft, according to Tranberg and
Milt Silverman, another defense
attorney for one of the SEALS. Sil-
verman did not return a message
seeking comment on Wednes-
day.

The attorneys also said al-Jama-
di was in good condition when the
CIA took custody of him. Mem-
bers of Seal Team-7 were part of
Task Force 121, a special opera-
tions-CIA unit hunting targets in
Traq, according to an Army report
on Abu Ghraib.

The CIA has declined to com-
ment on the case.
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Poland is
ready to
talk to Iraqi
kidnappers

BY MONIKA SCISLOWSKA

The Associated Press

WARSAW, Poland — Po-
land’s president said Friday
that his country is prepared to
communicate with the abduc-
tors of a Polish hostage in Iraq
as it tries to secure her re-
lease, but he insisted that War-
saw would not negotiate with
terrorists.

Teresa Borcz Khalifa,
S54-year-old with dual Pul-
ish-] Iraql citizenship, was
shown in a videotape Thurs-
day on al-Jazeera television
being held by a group calling
itself the Abu Bakr al-Siddiq
Fundamentalist Brigades.
The abductors the
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New al-Qaida tape threatens U.S.

BY HOWARD KURTZ
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — ABC News aired a vid-
eotape Thursday night of a purported Ameri-
can member of al-Qaida declaring that a
new series of terrorist attacks against the
United States could come “at any moment.”

The network, which has held the tape
since Monday while it tried to authenticate
it, acted after being told by the CIA that the
video bears “all the trademarks of an
al-Qaida production,” as reporter Brian
Ross explained. Federal investigators do not
know the identity of the man on the tape, but
the government is distributing copies to 13
current and former officials named during
the 75-minute video.

Officials have been unable to match the
speaker’s voice to any known al-Qaida sup-
porter or sympathizer.

The speaker, whose face is obscured by a
headdress and who is identified only as
“Azzam the American,” says on the video-

ABC airs segments that speak of ‘global war
on America’ after giving copy to CIA for review

tape: “No, my fellow countrymen, you are
guilty, guilty, guilty, guilty.

“You are as guilty as Bush and Cheney.
You're as guilty as Rumsfeld and Ashcroft
and Powell.”

The man continued: “After decades of
American tyranny and oppression, now it's
your turn to die. Allah willing, the streets of
America will run red with blood, matching
drop for drop the blood of America’s vic-
tims.” The man speaks in accented English,
pronouncing, for example, “tyranny” as
“tie-ranny.”

He also makes references to comedian
Bill Maher, who once said that suicide attack-
ers were less cowardly than long-distance
cruise missile launchers, and Sept. 11 com-
mission Chairman Thomas Kean. The man

also criticizes Muslims who have lost their
faith.

Invoking Osama bin Laden’s name, he
says that “September 11 was but the opemng
salvo of the global war on America.”

A U.S. counterterrorism official told The
Washington Post that intelligence analysts
are still examining the tape. It has been
judged to be of professional quality and the
speaker is considered to be college-educated
and probably raised or educated in the Unit-
ed States, the official said.

ABC executives were frustrated that after
holding the tape and working closely with
federal officials to authenticate it, Fox News
obtained and aired a copy about 20 minutes
before it was shown on Peter Jennings’s
newscast Thursday night.

Susan Schmidt contributed to this report.

e
withdrawal of Polish troops
and the release of all Iraqi fe-
male prisoners.

Waaretrymgtodoallwe
can to help this woman,” Pres-
ident Aleksander Kwasniews-
ki said of Khalifa, a convert to
Islam who has lived in Iraq
for about 30 years.

“Our embassy in Baghdad
has been put on full alert for
‘work and talks with those who
would be ready to talk,” he
said on state radio. However,
he insisted they would not ne-
gotiate with the captors.

“Naturally, you must not ne-
gotiate,” said Kwasniewski,
who rejected the demand to
withdraw  Poland’s 2,400
troops from Iraq immediately
after news of the kidnapping
emerged.

Polish Maj. Gen. Andrzej
Ekiert, who commands a mul-
tmauonal security force in
central Iraq, said the military
also is undertaklng “intensive
actions” to secure the wom-
an’s freedom, but gave no de-
tails.

Also Friday, deputy For-
eign Minister Andrzej Towpik
said Polish authorities were
prepared to evacuate other
Polish women from Iraq or
give them refuge at Polish mil-
itary bases in the country.

Four of nine Polish women
contacted by the embassy in
Baghdad have already sought
help in returning to Poland
since Khalifa’s capture was re-
ported, Foreign Ministry
spokesman Aleksander Chec-
ko said.

Khalifa’s mother, Halina
Borcz, told the news agency
PAP that her daughter, born
in 1954, studied Slavic lan-
guages at Krakow Jagiello-
nian University before she
left Poland to live with her
Iraqi husband.

She worked for a period at
the Polish embassy in Bagh-
dad, but was fired for disci-
plinary reasons in 1994, ac-
cording to former embassy
employees.

“God will protect her; she
has done nothing wrong,” her
mother said. “Maybe the gov-
ernment will help her, maybe
they have some diplomatic
ways to solve it.”

Border boom: Black market thriving in Iran

Many make a living
smuggling goods
from Iraq’s outskirts

BY YAHYA BARAZANJI
The Associated Press

HERGEINA, Iraq — Kurdish
Iranians in poor border towns are
taking advantage of the porous
boundary with Iraq to sneak into
the country for coveted items —
like alcohol — to sell back home.

For the past three years,
Farshid Karimi has earned his liv-
ing smuggling goods — and dodg-
ing border guards.

The 23-year-old was drinking a
cold beer at an Iraqi bar on a re-
cent evening, taking a short break
before carrying 60 bottles of whis-
Ky into Iran. With his baggy, Kurd-
ish-style pants tucked inside his
socks so he wouldn’t trip while
climbing the region’s mountains,
Karimi had already carried his
load two hours.

Karimi is one of the “night
men” who hide on the Iranian side
of the border, waiting for the right
moment to make the crossing
under cover of darkness.

“Iam afraid of encountering Ira-
nian soldiers who would chase me

and might shoot at me for carry-
ing liquor,” he said as he sipped
his beer. “Or I might wander on
the road and end up stepping on a
land mine” left over from the
Iran-Iraq war of the 1980s.

Kurdish smugglers load up their horses with goods to take across the border into Iran from Hergeina, Iraq,
in this Oct. 24 photo. Despite efforts to tighten border security, smugglers remain so active that a few
taverns have opened in the Iraqi frontier towns to serve smugglers hot meals, beer and whiskey.

Karimi, who is from the Iranian
border town of Marivan, admits
that what he’s doing is dangerous,
but for him, the risk is worth it.
He must provide for his family of
five.

Alcohol is illegal and consid-
ered sinful under Iran’s strict Is-
lamic laws. Lashing is the usual
punishment for drinking in Iran
and traffickers can end up in pris-
on.

Last year, Iranian soldiers
caught Karimi in a border am-
bush. He was jailed for one year
and given 80 lashes in public. His
back was covered in blood and he
could not sleep on it for a month,
he said.

“I did not mind the physical
pain. What hurt most was my
pride and dignity that was shat-
tered by being beaten in front of
everyone,” he said.

Despite efforts to tighten bor-
der security, Iranian smugglers
remains so active that a few tav-
erns have opened in the Iraqi fron-
tier towns to serve the clandestine
transporters hot meals, beer and
whiskey. Some also sell feed for
the mules and donkeys that smug-
glers often use.

Residents on both sides of the
border in this area are Kurdish.

They speak the same language,
dress alike, have the same tradi-
tions and many intermarry.

After crossing the border, smug-
glers gather in the Iragi town of
Bashmagh, where they fight
among themselves to purchase
whatever Iragi goods are avail-
able.

Iraqi trader Mohammed Ibrahi-
‘mi, who sells china, says he offers
100 packages for sale every day
but often has up to 500 smugglers
clamoring to buy.

“It becomes a fierce fight
where survival is for the fittest,”
he said.

The Bashmagh crossing point
has two routes — one used by
trucks transferring legal goods
and another used by smugglers
carrying items that are illegal to

sell in Iran. The smugglers, who
sometimes have to bribe the Irani-
an soldiers to let them in and out
of the country, also carry food-
stuffs not available in Iranian bor-
der towns, like tea, sugar and rice.

It’s not only 'young men who em-
bark on the smuggling journey.
The elderly, children and women
also take a chance.

Sirwa Ahmady, a 31-year-old
Iranian widow with eight chil-
dren, says she crosses the border
into Iraq three times a day to buy
plates and cups to sell back home.

“This is my everyday routine so
that my children won't go hun
gry,” she said. “The worst thing
for me is to return home empty
handed.”
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federal judge has dismissed a law-

suit brought by 58 divorced ser-

vicemembers and retirees chal-

lenging the constitutionality of
the Uniformed Services Former Spouses
Protection Act. The 1982 law allows state
courts to divide military retirement as
property in divorce settlements.

U.S. District Court Judge James C. Cach-
eris in Alexandria, Va., granted govern-
ment motions Oct. 12 to dismiss Adkins, et
al. v. Rumsfeld and all claims brought by
individual plaintiffs and by ULSG, a non-
profit support group established to raise
legal fees for the court challenge.

In a 15-page opinion, Cacheris said the
federal court, for the U.S. Eastern District
of Virginia, lacked subject matter jurisdic-
tion to hear the case, and the plaintiffs
lacked legal standing to bring their law-
suit.

Cacheris also ruled that, because the
legal challenges could have been raised in
state courts when the original divorce and
property issues were being settled, a legal
principle of res judicata applies. In Latin
that means “the thing has been judged”
and therefore a new case is useless.

Lawyers for the divorced servicemem-
bers and retirees have filed a motion for re-

PAGE 7

MiLITARY UPDATE

Tom Philpott

Federal judge dismisses divorcees’ suit

Case challenged law that allows state courts to divide military retirement

to appeal to the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Fourth Circuit in Richmond, Va.

Judge Cacheris agreed with U.S. Attor-
ney Paul J. McNulty that the court doesn’t
need to weigh the merit of the constitution-
al challenges to the USFSPA. He had to dis-
miss the case based on Supreme Court rul-
ings that bar federal courts from nullifying
state judgments on issues that could have
been raised before state court. This Rook-
er-Feldman doctrine has been used by
other federal courts to dismiss other chal-
lenges to the USFSPA.

In its motion to Cacheris to reconsider,
ULSG argues that some legal flaws of the
USFSPA aren’t “ripe” to be challenged in
state courts at time of divorce because the
harmful effects don’t occur until service-
members retire and the Defense Finance
and Accounting Service begins to divide re-
tired pay.

Stop-loss suit

A different team of lawyers, in San Fran-
cisco, has switched plaintiffs in their legal
challenge to Army stop-loss orders that
keep thousands of soldiers on active duty
to serve in Iraq and Afghanistan.

“John Doe,” an unnamed National
in California, dismissed his

They also plans

lawsuit against the Army after he was re-
leased from active duty this month. One of
his lawyers, Joshua Sondheimer, said
Guard policy requires that soldiers who do
not deploy be relieved of the stop-loss
order 90 days after the unit is alerted for
mobilization.

Now a second California Guardsman,
“John Doe II,” has filed a lawsuit against
Army stop loss. The circumstances are sim-
ilar and the legal arguments are largely
the same.

Current stop-loss authority, said Sondhe-
imer, flows from President Bush’s Sept. 14,
2001, executive order authorizing a Ready
Reserve call-up to respond to “the continu-
ing and immediate threat of further terror-
ist attacks on the United States.”

Without evidence the U.S. occupation of
Iraq is protecting America from terrorism,
the Army has no legal basis to use stop loss
to keep Doe II on active duty involuntarily,
Sondheimer said.

Like Doe I, the veterans enlisted in the
Guard for just one year under the “Try
One” program. His enlistment was to ex-
pire next April, but last month he received
mobilization orders for Iraq and an extra
year of service. Doe II, who also has two
children, sought a restraining order to stop
his deployment to Fort Lewis, Wash., for

training for Iraq. It was denied. His trans-
portation unit is there now and expected to
leave for Iraq in late November. A U.S. dis-
trict court judge in Sacramento will hear
arguments Nov. 5 on whether Doe II can es-
cape stop loss and his second combat tour
in the Middle East.

Suicide prevention

Forty-eight servicemembers have taken
their own lives while deployed to Iraqi, Af-
ghanistan and Kuwait since 9/11, and an-
other 31 veterans of those wars have com-
mitted suicide stateside, according to statis-
tics released at the third annual Military
Suicide Prevention Conference, in Arling-
ton, Va., in late October.

The suicide rate is still lower than for the
U.S. population, adjusting for age and gen-
der, but above service averages, particular-
ly for the Army.

Experts point to the high stress of long,
dangerous deployments, combined with
“triggering” factors such a failing relation-
ship and financial or legal problems. Anoth-
er factor, in theater, is ready access to
weapons. Almost all of the in-theater sui-
cides have been by gunshot.

To comment, write Military Update, P.0. Box

231111, Centreville, VA 20120-1111, e-mail milup-
dat or visit
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Report: 100,000 Iraqi
civilians killed in war

Number is far higher than previous death-toll estimates

By EMMA ROSS

The Associated Press

LONDON — Researchers have
estimated that as many as
100,000 more Iraqis — many of
them women and children — died
since the start of the U.S.-led inva-
sion of Iraq than would have been
expected otherwise, based on the
death rate before the war.

Writing in the British-based
medical journal The Lancet, the
American and Iraqi researchers
concluded that violence account-
ed for most of the extra deaths
and that airstrikes by the U.S.-led
coalition were a major factor.

ere is no official figure for
the number of Iragis killed since
the conflict began, but some
non-governmental estimates
range from 10,000 to 30,000. As of
Thursday, 1,106 U.S. servicemen
had been killed, according to the
U.S. Defense Department.

The scientists who wrote the re-
port concede that the data they
based their projections on were of
“limited precision,” because the
quality of the information de-
pends on the accuracy of the
household interviews used for the
study. The interviewers were
Iraqi, most of them doctors.

Designed and conducted by re-
searchers at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity, Columbia University and
the Al-Mustansiriya University in
Baghdad, the study was pub-
lished Thursday on The Lancet’s
Web site.

The survey attributed most of
the extra deaths to violence and
said airstrikes by coalition forces
caused most of the violent
deaths.

“Most individuals reportedly
killed by coalition forces were

convoy in Baghdad. New research has estimated the Iraqi civi

women and children,” the re-
searchers wrote.

The report was released just
days before the U.S. presidential
election, and the lead researcher
said he wanted it that way. The
Lancet routinely publishes pa-
pers on the Web before they ap-
pear in print, particularly if it con-
siders the findings of urgent pub-
lic health interest.

Those reports then appear later
in the print issue of the journal.

has transcended our perspec-
tives,” Roberts said. “As an Amer-
ican, I am really, really sorry to
be reporting this.”

Richard Peto, an expert on
study methods who was not in-
volved with the research, said the
approach the scientists took is a
reasonable one to investigate the
Traq death toll.

However, it's possible that they

may have zoned in on hotspots
that might not be representative

The journal’s of the death
spokesmen . . toll  across
saidtheywere k&MY motive [in 1rg, " said
uncertain . Peto, a profes-
which  print releas“lg the sor of medical
et ity Study] was that if SR
appear in and " y ty in England.
said it was too this came out Lancet edi-
late to make tor  Richard

Friday’s issue,
and  possibly

during the
campaign, both

Horton wrote
in an editorial

too late for the " accompany-
Nov. 5 edition. candidates would ing the survey
Les  Rob- that more
erts, the lead D€ forced to pledge household
researcher P, clusters would
from  Johns to protect civilian have im-
Hopkins, said ines 7 proved the pre-
the article’s lives in ]T{l(].” cision of the re-
timing was up Les Roberts  port, “but at

0 him.

“I e-mailed
it in on Sept.
30 under the condition that it
came out before the elecuon,”
Roberts said. “My motive in
doing that was not to skew the
election. My motive was that if
this came out during the cam-
paign, both candidates would be
forced to pledge to protect civil-
ian lives in Iraq.

“I was opposed to the war and I
still think that the war was a bad
idea, but I think that our science

Johns Hopkins University

an enormous
and unaccept-
able risk to
the team of interviewers.”

“This remarkable piece of
work represents the efforts of a
courageous team of scientists,”
he wrote.

To conduct the survey, investi-
gators visited 33 neighborhoods
spread evenly across the country
in September, randomly selecting
clusters of 30 households to sam-
ple. Of the 988 households visited,
808, consisting of 7,868 people,

AP photos
A wounded Iragi boy looks at the wreckage after a bomb explosion Monday near a U.S.- Australian military

ian death toll at up to 100,000, mostly women

and children. The number is far higher than previous estimates, which range from 10,000 to 30,000.
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An Iraqi man cries for his slain son while next to a charred civilian
vehicle that was blown up when insurgents set off a car bomb in
Baghdad on Thursday. The man, whose son was killed six months ago,
mourns regularly at the site of new bombings.

agreed to participate. Each house-
hold was asked how many people
lived in the home and how many
births and deaths there had been
since January 2002.

The scientists then compared
death rates in the 15 months be-
fore the invasion with those that
occurred during the 18 months
after the attack and adjusted
those numbers to account for the
different time periods.

ven though the sample size ap-
pears small, this type of survey is
considered accurate and accept-
able by scientists and was used to
calculate war deaths in Kosovo in
the late 1990s.

The investigators worked in
teams of three. Five of the six
Iraqi interviewers were doctors
and all six were fluent in English
and Arabic.

In the households reporting
deaths, the person who died
to be living there at the time of
the death and for more than two
months before to be counted. In
an attempt at firmer confirma-
tion, the interviewers asked for
death certificates in 78 house-
holds and were provided them 63
times.

There were 46 deaths in the sur-
veyed households before the war.

After the invasion, there were
142 deaths. That is an increase
from S deaths per 1,000 people
per year to 12.3 per 1,000 people
per year — more than double.

However, more than a third of
the post-invasion deaths were re-
ported in one cluster of house-

holds in the city Fallujah, where
fighting has been most intense re-
cently. Because the fighting was
so severe there, the numbers
from that location may have exag-
gerated the overall picture.

‘When the researchers recalcu-
lated the effect of the war without
the statistics from Fallujah, the
deaths end up at 7.9 per 1,000 peo-
ple per year — still 1.5 times high-
er than before the war.

'he researchers estimated the
nationwide death toll due to the
conflict by subtracting the preis
vasion death rate from the post-in-
vasion death rate and multiplying
that number by the estimated pop-
ulation of Iraq — 24.4 million at
the start of the war. Then that
number was converted to a total
number of deaths by dividing by
1,000 and adjusting for the 18
months since the invasion.

“This isn’t about individual sol-
diers doing bad things. This ap-
pears to be a problem with the ap-
proach to occupation in Iraq,”
Roberts said.

The researchers called for fur-
ther confirmation by an indepen-
dent body such as the Internation-
al Committee of the Red Cross, or
the World Health Organization.

The study was funded by the
Center for International Emer-
gency Disaster and Refugee Stud-
ies at Johns Hopkins University
and by the Small Arms Survey in
Geneva, Switzerland, a research
project based at the Graduate In-
stitute of International Studies in

neva.

Iraq civilian deaths

Iragis suffered a more than two-fol

due to war

d increase in deaths during the

18 months after the U.S. invasion, compared to 15 months preceding
it. The finding, from a sample survey of Iragi households, indicates

about 100,000 deaths from the inv:

asion and occupation.

Monthly number of deaths reported in survey

35 deaths
30— [ Fallujah —
o5 EEE Violent |
20— EEE Non-violent |
1 Tnvasion [
10 |

2002 | 2008 | 2004

SOURCE: The Lancet

AP
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Stars align

candidates’

The Associated Press

'WASHINGTON — After days of trying to make po-
litical hay over lost Iraqi explosives, the Democratic
ticket turned Friday to an FBI probe of Halliburton
as evidence of Bush administration special favors to
special interests. President Bush was campaigning
wnh actor-politician Arnold Schwarzenegger.

e need a president and a vice president of the
United States who consistently stand up for the inter-
ests of the American people, and that’s not what
we're seeing right now,” Democratic running mate
John Edwards said on CBS Friday morning.

Edwards was even more pointed Thursday night
when he told 3,000 people at a Davenport, Iowa,
rally, “You cannot stand with Halliburton, big oil
companies and the Saudi myal family and still stand
up for the American people.”

Bush turned to a pair of American heroes for affir-
mation of his re-election bid. Retired Gen. Tommy
Franks, who oversaw the combat in Afghanistan
and Iraq, saluted his old boss Thursday night. Bush
also was getting the endorsement of freshly minted
World Series champion pitcher Curt Schilling. The
Boston Red Sox player had planned to appear Fri-
day with Bush, but his doctors advised him not to
travel because nf his injured ankle, Bush aides said.

After his appearance in New Hampshire, Bush
was to share the stage in Ohio with California Gov.
Schwarzenegger.

The stars that counted for Bush on Thursday
were those earned by a lineup of retired military of-
ficers who joined him before a crowd of more than
10,000 in suburban Cleveland. Chief among the
brass was Franks, who saluted Bush and said Kerry
“disrespects our troops.”

“God bless you, Tommy,” Bush said as he took the
‘microphone from him.

In Madison, Wis., more than 80,000 people turned
out Thursday to see Kerry and Bruce Springsteen,
who sang “Promised Land” and “No Surrender,”
the latter adopted as the Democrat’s campaign an-
them. Sheryl Crow and Bon Jovi, too, have been the
Massachusetts senator’s opening acts this week.

Kerry the headed for Florida, his campaign sort-

to support
final push

ing through a series of unwelcome developments
for the Republicans.

‘This late in the game, any miscue is ripe for ex-
ploitation, and the Republicans committed a few —
in one instance watching former New York Mayor
Rudy Giuliani explain himself after seeming to
blame troops in Iraq for the missing explosives.

‘The Bush campaign, seeing an unusual opportuni-
ty to make gains on exotic Democratic turf, said
Thursday that Cheney would go to Hawaii for a
rally Sunday night, a striking investment of time
and travel for a state Republicans have won only
twice since statehood in 1959.

The Democrats weren't standing by. Al Gore, who
won the state by nearly 20 points four years ago,
was on his way to campaign there and so was Ker-
ry’s daughter Alex.

Kerry’s running mate quickly went on the offen-
sive when word came out that the FBI had begun in-
vestigating whether the Pentagon improperly
awarded no-bid Iraq reconstruction contracts to
Halliburton Co., the Houston-based company for-
merly headed by Vice President Dick Cheney.

“At every turn for the past four years, George
Bush and Dick Cheney gave out special favors and
looked out for their special interest friends,” Ed-
wards said.

Almost everywhere that counted, polls found the
race close. Internal polls
found it closer still.

New battleground surveys suggested Kerry was
leading in Ohio and Michigan, Bush was ahead in
Florida and the two were tied in Iowa, Minnesota,
Wisconsin, Pennsylvania and Oregon.

Bush told USA Today he hasn’t spent any time
worrying that the campaign could end with no clear
winner, as the 2000 race notoriously did.

“It's important that everybody vote, it's important
that the elections be fair, and it's important that the
election end on election mght " he said in an inter-
view published Friday.

Kerry, also speaking with USA Today on Thurs-
day, said he believes the outcome will be known
Tuesday night, “just like I believed the Red Sox
would win the Wnrld Series.”

AP photos

Democratic Presidential candidate Sen. John Kerry of Massachusetts
greets a crowd at the University of Toledo in Ohio on ﬂmrsday.

President Bush shakes hands with supporters at a campaign rally
at the Hara Sports Complex in Dayton, Ohio on Thursday.

Pa. governor seeks

BY MARK SCOLFORO
The Associated Press

HARRISBURG, Pa. — Under
pressure from military voters
and Republicans, Democratic
Gov. Ed Rendell said Friday that
he will ask a federal judge to ex-
tend the deadline for counting
overseas ballots by one week.

Rendell told a news confer-
ence in Philadelphia that Repub-
licans could produce only one
voter — out of 26,000 overseas
military and civilian voters —
who failed to get the absentee
ballot he requested.

Nonetheless, “Even if it’s just
one or two votes, their votes
should be counted ” Rendell
said.

GOP state Sen. John Pippy,
an Army reserve captain who
served in Iraq, criticized Ren-
dell’s proposal, saying the gover-
nor asked for — and received —
a nearly three-week extension
for counting absentee ballots in

overseas extension

the April primary and should
suppon a two-week extension

A Repubhcan financed feder-
al lawsuit by two servicemen in
Iraq and Kuwait filed Wednes-
day against Rendell and Secre-
tary of State Pedro Cortes seeks
a 15-day extension for their bal-
lots’ return.

Rendell said one of the plain-
tiffs’ ballots was delivered to the
address he put on his absentee
ballot request form. He said
there was no explanation why
the other plaintiff never re-
ceived an absentee ballot.

“There may have been a (mis-
take) in the mail. But it’s not
widespread,” Rendell told CNN
on Friday.

A hearing on the federal law-
suit was scheduled for Friday
before U.S. District Judge
Yvette Kane, and Rendell said
his lawyers would ask that bal-
lots postmarked by Tuesday,
Election Day, be counted until
Nov. 9.

BY CURT ANDERSON
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Justice Department is
sending out three times as many poll watchers on
Election Day as it did in 2000, assigning some to
Florida and other closely contested states in the
presidential election.

The 1,090 observers and monitors will be on duty
in at least 86 locations in 25 states Tuesday. In 2000,
317 watched for violations of the anti-discrimination
Voting Rights Act and other election problems in
the presidential race.

That contest was not settled for 36 days after the
vote, when the Supreme Court ordered Florida to
end its recount of disputed ballots.

Personnel from the Justice Department’s Civil
Rights Division will be in eight Florida counties this
year, including Broward, Palm Beach and Dade, at
the center of the recount four years ago.

Federal monitors and observers also will go to
Ohio, Michigan, Iowa, Minnesota, New Mexico,
Pennsylvania and Nevada. In those states, the race
is tight between President Bush and Democratic
Sen. John Kerry.

Legal challenges already have arisen in several
states over possible voting problems, including diffi-
culties with absentee ballots and the handling of bal-
lots cast in the wrong precinct.

Thousands of volunteers from both political par-
ties and affiliated groups are expected to monitor
polling places to track turnout and how balloting pro-
cedures are performed.

Justice Dept. triples poll monitors

Julie Fernandes, senior policy analyst and special
counsel for the Leadership Conference on Civil
Rights, said many of the federal officials are going
to places where there have been recent or historical
problems of voter intimidation or disenfranchise-
ment of minorities and people who speak languages
other than English.

“Tam happy to see they are doing such a broad de-
ployment,” Fernandes said. “The program is useful,
in that it has a tremendous deterrent effect.”

The 1,090 federal poll watchers break down this
way:

W 840 are observers authorized by the 1965 Vot-
ing Rights Act, which ended racial barriers to vot-
ing. These observers are sent to states and counties
that are covered by that law or are under a judge’s
order as a result of the law. Areas include six coun-
ties in Mississippi, four in New Mexico and Cook
County, which includes Chicago.

W 250 are Justice Department Civil Rights Divi-
sion personnel — not prosecutors — who have some-
what different powers from the observers. These
monitors will go to the Florida counties and else-
where.

Separately, senior prosecutors will be on duty in
all 93 U.S. attorneys offices to handle any com-
plaints about voting problems and to pursue any alle-
gations of voting fraud or other elections abuses.
The FBI will have agents on duty at headquarters in
Washington and in each of its 56 field offices to han-
dle such complaints as well.
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Supervisor of
Elections Dr.
Brenda Snipes,
left, talks with
Vanessa Gilyard
of Dania Beach
as Gilyard waits
in line to cast
her vote on

Oct. 18, the
first day of early
voting at the
downtown
library in Fort
Lauderdale, Fla.

A

Florida vote '04: Another nightmare?

Voter challenges and provisional
ballots could be this year’s chads

BY TIM REYNOLDS
The Associated Press

MIAMI — Florida's election
chief reminded county workers to
keep lines moving next Tuesday
by handing out provisional ballots
if they are confronted with a bliz-
zard of disputes over eligibility of
voters.

Tensions have been mounting
in the run-up to the presidential
vote as politicians trade accusa-
tions over claims of fraud, miss-
ing absentee ballots and concerns
that thousands of voter registra-
tions will be challenged in
“hand-to-hand combat at the pre-
cincts” on Nov. 2.

Dawn Roberts, the head of the
state Division of Elections, re-
sponded Thursday night to calls
for help from county election
chiefs.

In a memo, Roberts stressed
the need to keep lines moving and
offer provisional ballots when in
doubt, even if alleged ex-felons
are singled out. Florida laws bars
voting by convicted felons unless
they have petitioned to have that
right restored.

Provisional ballots are set aside
to be counted later if the person is
determined to be a valid voter.

The GOP claimed Thursday
that 925 convicted felons without
voting rights have either voted or

requested absentee ballots for
this election. The party alerted
the Florida Department of Law
Enforcement.

State Republican leaders said
they are protecting “the integrity
of the process” by compiling a list
of voters who they say are improp-
erly registered and should not be
allowed to cast ballots Tuesday.
But a voting rights advocate said
the list might be inaccurate.

[ presume they will use it as a
basis for challenges” said
Howard Simon, the executive di-
rector of the American Civil Lib-
erties Union in Florida. “And
when they’re using a list that's
very likely inaccurate for chal-
lenges, I think we’re in for
hand-to-hand combat at the pre-
cincts.”

In Broward County, where the
problem was late-arriving absen-
tee ballots, elections office pre-
pared 1,000 ballots for overnight
shipment to Floridians in other
states, and expected to send up to
14,000 ballots Friday to residents
who requested them weeks ago.

Broward was a hotspot in the re-
count battle in the 2000 presiden-
tial election before the Supreme
Court declared George W. Bush
the winner by 537 votes.

A group of 58,000 ballots
mailed on Oct. 7 and 8 has

Hurricane- damaged polling places
throw another wrench into election

BY BILL KACZOR
The Associated Press

PENSACOLA, Fla. — The hurricanes that
struck Florida this year left polling places in sham-
bles and displaced thousands of voters, but elec-
tion officials say they are taking steps to allow ev-
eryone the opportunity to cast
a ballot Nov. 2.

Gov. Jeb Bush issued an ex-
ecutive order allowing the
U.S. Postal Service to forward
absentee ballots — a practice
that’s normally prohibited —
to make sure they get to resi- |
dents whose homes were dam-
aged or destroyed.

he storms wrecked more
than 90 polling places, al-
though most have been re-
placed or consolidated with
other sites. Despite the dam-
age, election officials predict that voter turnouts,
aided by early and absentee voting, will equal or
exceed other presidential elections.

Jeb Bush

The issue has special resonance in Florida,
where recounts held up the presidential election
for five weeks in 2000 before the Supreme Court
declared George W. Bush the winner by 537 votes.

Carl Burns, 76, cast an absentee ballot this year
because he didn’t want to lose his vote to Ivan, one
of four hurricanes that pummeled Florida in Au-
gust and September.

“I don’t know if my old polling place is going to
be there or not,” said Burns, a retired claims man-
ager from Pensacola in Escambia County.

Polling places for 10 of the county’s 90 precincts
were lost when Ivan hit the Panhandle in mid-Sep-
tember, but election chief Bonnie Jones has found
replacements.

There have been 15,000 requests for absentee
ballots in Santa Rosa County, twice as many as
four years ago, said county elections supervisor
Ann Bodenstein. She attributes much of the in-
crease to voters who have been forced to relocate.

Charlotte County lost most of its 80 polling plac-
es to Hurricane Charley in August. Although those
precincts were consolidated into 22 sites for the
primary, turnout was only 18 percent compared to
24 percent four years ago.

brought a particularly high num-
ber of complaints from Broward
voters who said many either did
not arrive or didn’t arrive in a
timely way.

The U.S. Postal Service has de-
nied mishandling the ballots, but
aregional manager worried in an
internal e-mail that his staff
seemed unaware of procedures

for processing them, the South
Florida Sun-Sentinel reported in
Friday editions.

South Florida District Manag-
er Butch Parker wrote Tuesday
that absentee ballots with improp-
er postage sat idle in postal facili-
ties instead of being returned to
their sender, and that they “con-
tinue to find absentee ballots

mixed in with other classes of
ail.”

Broward County elections su-
pervisor Brenda Snipes said
Thursday that her office has sent
out some 128,000 absentee bal-
lots this year, that 72,000 complet-
ed ballots have already been re-
turned, and she expects 40,000
more by Tuesday.

Hacking pleads not guilty for wife’s murder despite brother’s letter

BY PAUL Foy
The Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY — A man pleaded not
guilty Friday to first-degree murder in the
death of his wife, whose remains were
found in a landfill weeks after her disap-
pearance.

The judge set Mark Hacking’s trial for
April 18. Prosecutors are not seeking the
death penalty.

Authorities believe Lori Hacking, 27, was

killed July 19 after
learning her husband
wasn't enrolled in
medical school in
North Carolina,
though they were ar-
ranging to move there.
It was among a series
of deceptions Mark
Hacking had perpetu-
ated over several
years, police say.

Mark Hacking

The victim’s brother, Paul Soares, sent a
letter to Hacking in jail, urging him to “be a
man” and plead guilty, according to a news-
paper story Friday.

“Save your family the grief and cost of
this attorney. Just plead guilty for once.
Just tell the truth. Take responsibility for
your actions,” Soares wrote, according to
the Deseret Morning News.

“Your father said you were determined
to do what is right — even if it costs you
your life. ... Just tell the judge the truth.

“Admit it. Don’t ask for some lenient plea
bargain. Be a man,” the letter continued.

Hacking’s defense attorney has indicated
he would take the case to trial and chal-
lenge Hacking’s alleged confession to his
brothers that he shot his wife while she
slept and disposed of her remains, the weap-
on and a mattress in the trash.

Defense attorney Gil Athay declined to
discuss his plans Friday.

rosecutor Robert Stott said no discus-

sions have been held about a plea agree-
ment.
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0'Reilly, former producer 2

settle harassment lawsuit

BY SAMUEL MAULL
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Citing his wish
to shield his family, Fox News
Channel's Bill 0'Reilly settled a h
rassment lawsuit brought by a
former producer accusing him of
graphically discussing sex with
her.

“This brutal ordeal is now offi-
cially over, and I will never speak
of it again,” O'Reilly said on Thurs-
day night’s edition of his talk show,
“The O'Reilly Factor.”

O'Reilly, who is married with
two children, also dropped an ex-
tortion lawsuit against his accuser
and her lawyer. Both sides have
agreed to keep the details confiden-
tial, O’Reilly’s attorney said.

Andrea Mackris, 33, who was a
producer on the show, sued the out-
spoken, top-rated TV host Oct. 13,
alleging O'Reilly made a series of
explicit phone calls to her, advised
her to use a vibrator and telling
her about sexual fantasies involv-
ing her.

Earlier that day, O'Reilly, 55,
filed a lawsuit accusing Mackris
and her lawyer of trying to extort
$60 million in “hush money” over
her allegations.

“This matter has caused enor-

mous pain, but I had to protect my
family, and I did,” O'Reilly, whose
ratings have gone up 30 percent
since the lawsuits were filed, told
his viewers Thursday.

“All T can say to you is please do
not believe everything you hear
and read.”

Shortly before “Factor” aired,
O'Reilly’s lawyer, Ronald Green, is-
sued a statement saying the cases
and claims had been withdrawn
and all parties agreed there was no
wrongdoing by O’Reilly, Mackris
or Mackris’ lawyer.

Green’s statement about the set-
tlement did not mention money,
and it could not be learned immedi-
ately whether it was a factor.

Mackris’ lawyer didn’t return
several telephone calls seeking
comment.

Earlier, O'Reilly had vowed to
fight the accusations.

“If T have to go down, 'm willing
to doit,” he said just aﬂer the suits
were filed. “I'm going to take a
stand. 'm a big mouth on the air
and I'm a big mouth off the air.”

He called the case “the single
most evil thing I have ever experi-
enced, and I've seen a lot. But
these people picked the wrong

Green had refused to confirm or

deny specific things that Mackris
claimed O'Reilly said to her, but he
said at the time that O’Rellly “de-
nies that he has done anything that
rises to the level of unlawful sexual
harassment.”

Green also had said he believed
there were tapes of conversations
between the two and asked a court
to compel Mackris to produce
{he]m so they could be played pub-
ic!

“l know that he does not fear
what is on the tapes,” Green said at
the time.

Among the accusations made in
the suit, Mackris said O'Reilly sug
gested durmg a phone convers:
tion in August that she buy a vibra-
tor and was clearly excited. Before
hanging up, she said, O'Reilly told
her: “I appreciate the fun phone
call” She contended he made a
similar call Sept. 21, ending by say-
ing: “Next time you'll come up to
my hotel room and we'll make this
happen.”

Several days after filing her sex-
ual harassment suit, Mackris filed
amended court papers, claiming
Fox had violated her rights under
New York state law by firing her
after the allegations were raised.

Fox denied Mackris had been
fired, saying she had simply
stopped coming to work.
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Rapper’s
mom drops
wrongful
death suit

BY CHUCK PHILIPS
Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — The moth-
er of late rap star Notorious
B.LG. has decided to dismiss
from a wrongful death lawsuit
the man she accused of shoot-
ing her son, raising new ques-
tions about theories surround-
ing the entertainer’s slaying
seven years ago.

In her suit, Voletta Wallace
named Los Angeles area resi-
dent Harry Billups, also known
as Amir Muhammad, as the
triggerman who ambushed her
son on March 9, 1997, in the
mid-Wilshire district. Billups
could not be reached for com-
‘ment Thursday, but has long de-
nied any involvement in the kill-
ing.

Wallace was unavailable,
and her attorneys refused to dis-
cuss the terms of the proposed
dismissal or why it was initiat-
ed. The move came after Bil-
lups, who has never been ques-
tioned by police, submitted to a
pre-trial ~ deposition  during
which he denied involvement

e murder and offered to
take a lie detector test by the
FBI, according to sources close
to the iati

Man who weighed more than 1,000 Ibs.
has successful gastric bypass surgery

ARGUS LEADER/AP

Patrick Deuel talks Aug. 9 at Avera McKennan
Hospital, in Sioux Falls, S.D., about his mas-
sive weight loss since June after checking into
the hospital at 1,072 pounds. Deuel was recov-
ering this week from obesity surgery, which
reduced the size of his stomach.

BY DORIS HAUGEN
The Associated Press

SIOUX FALLS, SD. — A man who
weighed about half a ton when he was admit-
ted to a hospital was recovering Wednesday
from obesity surgery. Doctors said he was
“doing very well,” moving around and even
cracking jokes.

“He’s very witty,” surgeon Dr. Frederick
Harris told reporters Wednesday.

Patrick Deuel, 42, under-
went the procedure to reduce
the size of his stomach four
months after being admitted
to the hospital at 1,072
pounds.

He was in good spirits and
relieved Tuesday’s proce-
dure went so well, Harris
said. “We didn’t find any-
thing that was scary at all,”
he said.

Rehabilitation could start
in about a week and Deuel
could be home by the end of
November, Harris said.

In the hours leading up to
surgery, however, Deuel was anxious, want-
ing the procedure done but worrying he
wouldn’t wake up, Harris said. Once the sur-
gery preparations began, he began to relax.

“He was singing right up to the part where
they put the tube in his mouth,” Harris said.

Deuel had been bedridden since last fall
and was malnourished because so many of
his calories came from foods high in fat and
carbohydrates.

Deuel had difficulty breathing and suf-
fered from high blood pressure and diabetes
linked to obesity that his doctor said were

&k He was singing
right up to the
part where
they put the
tube in his
mouth. 9y

Dr. Frederick Harris
on Patrick Deuel's mood
before the surgery

Killing him.
Gastric bypass surgery was thought to be
his best chance for permanent weight loss,
but doctors said Deuel needed to lose some
weight first, to gain enough strength so he
could walk on his own and prove he was
healthy enough to survive the surgery.

Before going into surgery on Tuesday,
Deuel had lost 421 pounds.

He said his diabetes and high-blood pres-
sure were under control and credited the re-
sults to a 1,200-calorie-a-day
diet and exercise.

Caregivers and others are
starting to take notice of the
changes, he said.

“Every time 1 move, they
don't look at me like, ‘My
God, he is going to fall down
or something,’” Deuel told
Sioux Falls television station
KELO in an interview before
the surgery.

Last month, Deuel took his
first steps with the help of
nurses and two walkers for
support. More recently, he
has been walking up stairs
and even swimming at the hospital’s pool.

Gastric bypass is the most common obesi-
ty surgery in the United States. The opera-
tion involves creating a pouch in the upper
stomach and attaching it to a section of intes-
tine, reducing the amount of food patients
can eat.

Deuel, a former restaurant manager from
Valentine, Neb., is just under 6 feet tall and
has always fought his weight.

He weighed about 90 pounds in kindergar-
ten and more than 250 pounds in middle
school.

The sources said no money
changed hands as part of a con-
fidential settlement between
the two parties. Wallace
agreed, however, to dismiss Bil-
lups as a defendant in the case.

Still remaining in the suit are
the city of Los Angeles and
former Los Angeles police offic-
er David A. Mack, who is serv-
ing a 14-year federal prison sen-
tence for bank robbery.

In her complaint, filed in

allace alleged that
Mack hired Billups to shoot her
son and that police did not pur-
sue the investigation after sus-
pecting one of their own might
be involved.

The potential dismissal of
such a key defendant as Billups
presents a difficult challenge
for the rapper’s mother. With-
out the alleged shooter in the
case, it becomes more difficult
to prove the conspiracy theory
upon which the case is built.

In August, Voletta Wallace’s
attorneys told the city said she
would settle the case out of
court for $105 million. After a
judge in a confidential confer-
ence suggested that number
was excessive, Wallace’s law-
yers slashed the figure to $18
million — an amount rejected
last month by the City Council,
sources said.

Billups and Mack were first
implicated in the rapper’s mur-
der by former Los Angeles po-
lice Det. Russell Poole. He
maintains he was forced out of
the department after he began
investigating potential police in-
volvement in slaying Notorious

1.G., whose hame was
Christopher Wallace.

Poole has publicly contended
that Mack was commissioned
by rap mogul Marion “Suge”
Knight as part of a bi-coastal
rap feud.
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A better film: ‘Mrs. Miniver’

I notice there’s still a lot of “Fahrenheit
9/11” press out there. It's a movie I don’t
plan to see. I don’t think much of Michael
Moore’s effort; there is always some icono-
clastic ideologue hovering around to capi
talize on catastrophe. Someone else can
have my sea

But for an msplnng movie more appro-
priate for our times, watch “Mrs. Mini-
ver,” a 1942 black-and-white classi

How is a 60-plus-year-old film applica-
ble today? Easy! It's the story of an aver-
age English middle-class family whose ev-
eryday existence is turned upside down by
the Battle of Britain.

In the movie, you see folks from all
walks of life pulling together to stave off
the fury of the blitz while they each strug-
gle to understand a ruthless enemy and de-
cipher the twisted rationale that drives
him. It was filmed shortly after the Battle
of Britain had been waged and (barely)
won, yet the occasional German bomber
raids would continue. The dreaded buzz
bomb and V-2 rocket attacks were still a
few years away, as was D-Day, so World
War II's outcome was uncertain. Thus, the
movie captures well a life-and-death strug-
gle that was ongoing for the United King-
dom at that time.

OK, jump ahead 60 years — “ruthless
enemy”? “Twisted rationale™ Yep, we can
learn a lot from that film, and the British
in general during that time in history. The
real message, and a darn good philosophy
for us today, come in the film’s last few
minutes. I won’t reveal the content of that
last scene, but, Ill bet when you see it,
hear it, you will swear the text was written
Jjust yesterday, solely for us in this decade.
Great stuff.

Air Force Col. John R. Culclasure

Brussels, Belgium

‘Snapshots’ were sickening

1just read “Snapshots send a message of
‘sorry’ ” (Oct. 17). Frankly, it sickens me.
What are these people sorry for? Toppling
a dictator and giving a nation back to its
people?

Being a decent human, it bothers me to

Doonesbury
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Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211

Via fax: [Counlry code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

64345 Griesheim

E-mail: letters@mail.estripes.osd.mil

The i in this apology cam-
paign have put themselves on a level with
and a certain political figure’s
activities during the Vietnam conflict, by
demonizing and undermining the efforts
of American soldiers.

1 say let’s invite these “ordinary Ameri-
cans” to the Sunni Triangle. Let them
dodge bombs and rocket-propelled gre-
nades, then put a smile on and hand candy
to kids, as our troops do every day. Let
them see what we should be so sorry for.

Staff Sgt. Mike Lewis
Camp Habbaniyah, Iraq

Freedom of religion

Thank you for enlightening me about
freedom of the press and an open market
place (“Keep religion out of paper,” Oct.
22).

T'm an American citizen and I serve my

see civilians, especially children, caught
in the crossfire. It also bothers me to see
prisoners tortured.

But it bothers me just as much when sol-
diers deliver supplies to schools and have
teachers refuse the help, fearing reprisals
from insurgents. And where’s the uproar
to punish the terrorists beheading inno-
cent hostages?

These so-called “ordinary Americans”
forget that, for the first fime in many
years, the Iragi people will have a fair
chance to decide the future path of their
nation in January.

Just a few days ago, I was near a
mosque  broadcasting  anti-American,
pro-insurgent propaganda over its loud-
speakers. We took no action, just moni

country as a airman. If you're
going to judge me, then examine the facts.
Here’s what 'm gullty of: I believe strong-
ly in the God of my faith and sincerely
making Him the center of my life. I'm
guilty of loving my family, attending
church, studying my Bible, protecting all
life, being part of my political system (i.e.
voting), and trying to be a good neighbor.
The First Amendment was written to
keep the state out of the church, not the
church out of the state. I find it troubling
that we as a freedom-loving pluralistic so-
ciety are frightened by religious views
that were the underpinning of our society
for generations. You don’t have to believe
in them, but why deny them equal access?
Do people do wrong things in the name
of religion? Yes. Does that change the be-
llef Gyetem7 No. No more than a drunk, abu-
can change

tored the situation from a res dis-
tance. Two years ago, had it been anti-Sad-
dam propaganda, the participants would
likely have been executed, along with
their families. Where’s the suffering
there?

Only 60 years ago, Germany and Japan
had cities levelled by strategic bombing.
Collateral damage is always regrettable,
but the collateral damage in this war
doesn’t even compare. This is due to preci-
sion guided weapons and American reluc-
tance to cause undue suffering.

fcal absolutes by behaving badly. A wise
philosopher once said, “Truth is truth re-
gardless of the consequences.”

Write me off as a narrow-minded
right-wing conservative Christian wacko if
you like. 've heard all the bigoted com-
ments; but I'm your co-worker and neigh-
bor. I don’t intend to cram any of my be-
liefs down your throat, but I'll gladly share
my ideas and listen politely to yours.
That’s freedom!

Mike Burnette

Ramstein, Germany

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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European leaders sign EU constitution

BY ROBERT WIELAARD
The Associated Press

ROME — European leaders on
Friday signed the EU’s first consti-
tution, a diplomatic triumph they
hope will give the union a sharper
international profile and speed up
decision-making in a club now em-
bracing 25 nations.

The treaty was the result of 28
months of sometimes acrimonious
debate between the 25 EU govern-
ments and now faces ratification
in national parliaments. At least
nine EU nations also plan to put it
to a referendum, increasing chanc-
es that it may not take effect in
2007 as scheduled.

A “no” result in any country
would stop the constitution in its
tracks.

The EU leaders signed the docu-
ment at the Campidoglio, a
Michaelangelo-designed complex
of buildings on Rome’s Capitoline
Hill, along with the leaders of Ro-
mania, Bulgaria, Turkey and
Croatia — four candidates for EU
membership.

French President Jacques
Chirac told reponers the constitu-
tion deepens “the roots of peace
and democracy on our continent.
For centuries and centuries we
have fought each other and we
have paid heavnlv with tears, blood
and waste.”

The event was overshadowed
by a dispute over the makeup of
the next EU executive — particu-
larly over a conservative Italian
nominee, Rocco Buttiglione, who
is opposed by a large segment of

British Premier Tony Blair, left,
talks to French President Jacques
Chirac as they make their way to
the signing ceremony of the EU
constitution in Rome’s Capitoline
Hill on Friday.

the 732-member European Parlia-

On the margins of the signing,
the leaders sought to resolve the
dispute over Buttiglione, who was
nominated as justice commission-
er. The conservative Catholic and
papal confidant raised concerns
by saying he believed homosexual-
ity is a sin and that women are bet-
ter off married and at home.

The constitution foresees sim-

Basics of the agreement

The European Union’s first constitution was
signed by EU leaders Friday in Rome. To take ef-
fect in 2007, it must be ratified by all 25 EU parlia-
ments and the European Parliament. At least nine
EU nations plan to put the charter to a referen-
dum.

PREAMBLE: Europe is based on “equality of
persons, freedom, respect for reason,” and draws.
“inspiration from the cultural, religious and hu-
manist inheritance of Europe.” It proclaims: “The
people of Europe are determined to transcend
their ancient divisions, and, united ever more close-
1y, to forge a common destiny.”

CHARTER OF FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS: A
S0-article charter enshrines rights including free-
dom of speech and religion, as well as the right to
shelter, education, collective labor bargaining and
fair working conditions.

SYMBOLS: Enshrines the EU flag — a circle of
12 golden stars on a blue background. Designates
Beethoven’s “Ode to Joy” as EU anthem.

Makes euro official currency. Provides for offi-
cial motto: “United in Diversity.” Proclaims May 9
Europe Day.

EUROPEAN PRESIDENT: Chosen by EU lead-
ers for maximum five-year term to chair EU sum-
mits, represent EU abroad.

EUROPEAN FOREIGN MINISTER: New post.

Chairs EU foreign minister meetings; formulates
policy on issues from terrorism to peacekeeping.

MORE MAJORITY VOTING: Ends national ve-
toes in almost 50 new policy areas, including judi-
cial and police cooperation, education and econom-
ic policy.

Preserves requirement for unanimity in foreign
and defense policy, social security, taxation and
culture.

MORE ’FLEXIBLE’ UNION: Makes it easier
for some countries to opt out of EU policies they
don’t like. Or band together and forge ahead in inte-
gration without others being able to stop them. Al-
lows nations to voluntarily leave bloc.

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT: Currently 732
seats, the European Parliament will grow to a max-
imum of 750 members in the EU of 25 nations and
when it expands further. The assembly gets more
powers — especially in justice and interior affairs
— to influence or reject EU legislation.

T EUROPEAN C( IN: Cuts
EU executive office from current 30 members to
two-thirds of the number of member states, or 17,
starting in 2014.

Commissioners will be selected on a rotation sys-
tem among the 25 member states, and will sit for
five-year terms.

— The Associated Press

pler voting rules to end decision
gridlock in a club that ballooned to
25 members this year and plans to
absorb half a dozen more in the
years ahead.

It includes new powers for the
European Parliament and ends na-
tional vetoes in 45 new policy

areas — including judicial and po-
lice cooperation, education and
economic policy — but not in for-
eign and defense policy, social se-
curity, taxation or cultural mat-
ters.

“The seeming madness of our
founding fathers has become a

splendid reality,” Silvio Berlusco-
ni, the Italian premier, said in a
speech earlier. “Never in history
have we seen an example of na-
tions voluntarily deciding to exer-
cise their sovereign powers jointly
in the exclusive interests of their
peoples, thus overcoming age-old
impulses of rivalry and distrust.”

Arafat arrives
for treatment
outside Paris

BY JOCELYN GECKER
The Associated Press

CLAMART, France — Palestinian lead-
er Yasser Arafat, suffering from a serious
but mystery illness, was flown to France
and rushed to a military hospital for treat-
ment Friday — ending nearly three years
of Israeli-imposed confinement at his bat-
tered West Bank compound.

The 75-year old Arafat arrived on a
French military jet at an airfield southwest
of Paris and was taken by helicopter to the
nearby Hopital d'Instruction des Armees
de Percy, landing on a rooftop helipad.

Paramedics carried Arafat on a stretch-
er from the roof into the hospital, with his
wife, Suha, at his side.

Palestinian Civil Affairs Minister Jamil
Tarifi, who was on the plane with Arafat,
said his condition was “good, thank God.”

“He was normal,” Tarifi said.

The Percy hospital has a major trauma
center and also specializes in the treatment
of blood disorders, Christian Estrip-
eau, head of communications for military
health services.

Arafat has been sick for the past two
weeks and blood tests have revealed he has
alow platelet count — a possible symptom
of leukemia or other cancers or a number

Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat blows kisses Friday as he is helped out of a helicopter

upon arri

g in Amman, Jordan. Arafat has arrive

France and will be treated at a mili-

tary hospital outside Paris, the French Defense Ministry said Friday.

of other maladies. Doctors said they need
to run more tests to find the cause.

Arafat’s personal physician, Dr. Ashraf
Kurdi, ruled out leukemia on Thursday.
However, an Arafat confidant, Dr. Ahmed
Tibi, said Friday that “at this point, no pos-
sibility has been eliminated.” Tibi, an Israe-
li Arab legislator, said Israeli intelligence
officials have speculated that Arafat might
be suffering from leukemia and he indicat-
ed that Arafat might have some symptoms
of the disease.

Hours earlier, Arafat had a somber de-
parture from his sandbagged Ramallah

headquarters, seen off by a few hundred
loyalists gathered on a rain-slicked tarmac.
At daybreak, Arafat, wearing a gray fur hat
and an olive-colored jacket, was helped
into a Jordanian military helicopter out-
side his headquarters.

He looked pale and jaundiced, but tried
to smile as loyalists whistled and chanted,
“With our spirit and our blood, we will re-
deem you, Abu Ammar,” using his nom de
guerre.

Senior Palestinian officials were to hold
afirst round of meetings to discuss the situ-
ation Saturday. Arafat has persistently re-
fused to appoint a successor and did not
name a stand-in during his absence.

Germany house
expands rights
of gay couples

BY TONY CZUCZKA
The Associated Press

BERLIN — German lawmakers Friday ex-
panded the rights of same-sex couples, allow-
ing registered domestic partners to adopt
the other’s child and bringing rules on split-
ting up and ahmony in line with those for het-
erosex

Parliament’s lower house passed the
changes drafted by Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder s cenler government over the

ion conservatives.

e gmd day for gays and lesbians,”
Greens lawmalker Volker Beck told his col-
leagues. “We are making another step on the
long road to equal rights.”

w law stops short of giving homo-
sexuals who are legally recognized as cou-
ples under Germany’s domestic partnership
law full rights to adopt children. But if one of
the partners has a child or brings one into
the partnership, the other partner now can
legally adopt the child if neither parent ob-
jects.

Before registering their partnership, gay
couples will be able to get engaged as hetero-
sexuals do, a step that grants certain legal

rights in Germany, such as the right not to
lesufy against one’s partner in court.

Laws on separation, divorce, alimony and
division of assets are also being extended to
gay couples.

rmany does not permit gay
‘marriage, about 5,000 gay couples have reg-
istered domestic partner: ermany
under a law, pushed lhrough by Schroeder’s
government, that took effect on Aug. 1, 2001.
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Muslims and Christians clash in Liberia

BY JONATHAN PAYE-LAYLEH
The Associated Press

MONROVIA, Liberia — Mobs
of angry youths brandishing ma-
chetes, sticks and Kalashnikov ri-
fles rampaged through Liberia’s
war-shattered capital on Friday
in a rare outbreak of Mus-
lim-Christian violence, prompt-
ing the country’s leader to order
an immediate round-the-clock

rfew.

Plumes of black smoke rose
from Monrovia’s eastern district
of Paynesville, where U.N. peace-
keepers in armored personnel

carriers fired in the air in a bid to
maintain order, and U.N. helicop-
ters rumbled overhead.

One U.N. armored vehicle that
was trying to disperse a crowd in-
advertently crushed and killed
three people who had been
knocked down as they tried to
flee, a policeman in the area said
on condition of anonymity.
Crowds dispersed briefly, but con-
gregated again later down the
road after U.N. vehicles drove off.

At least three churches and two
mosques in Paynesville were set
ablaze after midnight, and sever-
al wounded people lay in the

streets, an Associated Press pho-
tographer on the scene said. One
man, stabbed in the head with a
knife, could be seen on a main
road lying, apparently uncon-
scious, in a pool of blood.

It was unclear what sparked
the violence. About 40 percent of
Liberia’s 3.3 million people are
Christians, while about 20 per-
cent are Muslim. The rest follow
indigenous beliefs.

In a statement broadcast over
public and private radio stations,
interim head of state Gyude Bry-
ant said he was ordering an imme-
diate curfew in Monrovia to pro-

tect “lives and properties” and
called on residents to stay home.

“I have authorized the UN. to
use whatever force is necessary
to get everybody off the streets.
Anyone attempting to vand:
will be deal with firmly and rigic
1y,” he said.

“Tam appealmg to all of you to
remain calm,” he said. “We are
determined to ensure that peace
is restored.”

Residents said troubles began
early Thursday in Paynesville
and spread west to an Atlantic
Ocean port in the capital.

‘Some residents said five people
had been killed in the violence.

The claims could not be veri-
fied independently, and govern-
ment officials could not be
reached for comment.

Violence had also reportedly
spread to Kakata, 35 miles north
of the capital, where two mosques
were destroyed, said a local jour-
nalist who visited the site.

Mobs attempted to destroy a
third mosque, but were stopped
by peacekeeping troops deployed
in the town, he said on condition
of anonymity.

Associated Press photographer Pewee
Flomoku in Monrovia contributed to this
report.

A security officer talks on a radio in front of a United Nations vehicle in which three kidnapped foreign staff
members were riding in Kabul, Afghanistan, on Thursday. Armed men kidnapped the three election workers
as they drove through in the Afghan capital, officials said.

Aid workers in Afghanistan
lay low after 3 Kidnappings

BY MATTHEW PENNINGTON
The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — International aid work-
ers kept a low profile Friday after the brazen day-
light kidnapping of three foreign U.N. election staff
in Kabul.

Police arrested seven suspects and cordoned off
an area west of Kabul, Interior Ministry spokesman
Latfullah Mashal said. Three of the seven were
armed men wearing military uniforms.

Mashal said that interrogations of the suspects
had established no link to Thursday’s kidnapping,
and another government official, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity, said some were arrested to see if
they could provide any leads.

The three foreigners were abducted from a
marked U.N. vehicle around midday Thursday. Two
of the victims were women, one with joint Brit-
ish-Irish nationality, and one from Kosovo. The
third was a male diplomat from the Philippines. All
work for a joint U.N.-Afghan commission oversee-
ing landmark presidential elections.

The abductions come a week after a suicide attack
killed an American woman and an Afghan teenager
in the normally secure Afghan capital and ahead of
final results due in the historic Oct. 9 poll.

U.S.-backed interim leader Hamid Karzai, who
looks set to become the nation’s first president- elect
condemned the abduction as “a criminal act ...
against the Afghan people, aimed at derailing the
process of peace and prosperity.”

A man claiming to speak for a Taliban splinter
group, Jaish-al Muslimeen, said it was responsible
for the kidnappings but offered no proof it was hold-
ing the three.

Staff of aid agencies were told to restrict all but es-
sential movements around Kabul, which is patrolled
by thousands of NATO peacekeepers, making it usu-
ally one of the safest places in the country.

“It's an ominous development,” said Paul Barker
of the aid group CARE International. “We’ve not
seen this kind of incident in Kabul before and I think
we are still trying to figure out if it is a new trend or
a one-off. Until it's resolved, we won’t really know.”

The three were abducted about a half mile from
an election office in Kabul. Their Afghan driver,
who was beaten and left behind, told investigators
that about five armed men in uniform got out of a
black four-wheel-drive vehicle that pulled in front
of their U.N. vehicle.

Mashal said the vehicle was seen heading toward
Paghman, a district west of Kabul with a reputation
for banditry. He said authorities obtained the li-
cense number of the vehicle but had yet to trace its
owner. The car had tinted windows — something
that requires a permit from the defense or interior
‘ministries, he said.

In New York, U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan
said the world body was hoping for the abductees”
“immediate and unconditional release.”

Late Thursday, Ishaq Manzoor, who claimed to
speak for the Taliban splinter group, said it had
staged the kidnapping and taken the three to a “safe
place.”

Allegations confuse
Georgia vote results

BY MISHA
DZHINDZHIKHASHVILI
The Associated Press

TBILISI, Georgia — Abkha-
zia’s highest court annulled the re-
sults of the breakaway Georgian
province’s presidential election
early Friday, just hours after de-
claring an opposition leader its
winner.

The presiding judge said later
that the annulment had been
made under pressure and
couldn’t be considered legal, but
that didn’t stop the province’s out-
going leader from calling new
elections.

Judge Georgy Akaba said he
was forced to cancel the results of
the Oct. 3 election when he was
held hostage for hours by support-
ers of the losing side.

The Abkhazian Supreme Court
ruled late Thursday that opposi-
tion leader Sergei Bagapsh had
won the presidency with 50.32
percent of the vote in Oct. 3 elec-
tion, upholding an earlier deci-
sion by the Central Election Com-
mission.

But immediately after Akaba is-
sued the verdict, several hundred
supporters of former Prime Min-
ister Raul Khadzhimba rushed
into the court building. Hours

later, Akaba read another ruling,
declaring the vote void and order-
ing a new election to be held with-
in two months.

Early Friday morning, Akaba
called a news conference and
said that the verdict canceling the
vote was illegal because it was is-
sued under severe pressure by
Khadzhimba’s supporters.

“The second Supreme Court
verdict was issued under pres-
sure and can’t be considered law-
ful,” he said. “I was forced to
make this decision because we
were kept hostages for six hours.”

Despite Akaba’s statement,
Abkhazia’s outgoing President
Vladislav Ardzinba later Friday
ordered a new election. Bagapsh
dismissed Ardzinba’s decree as

“illegal,” saying a new election
could be called only by the local
parliament.

Bagapsh told The Associated
Press the court’s decision to
annul the election results was
made after Khadzhimba’s sup-
porters beat the judge and his law-

ers.

“They beat Judge Georgy
Akaba and our lawyers and
forced them to make a new deci-
sion under physical threat,”
Bagapsh said in a telephone inter-
view, He said he would call for a
criminal investigation.

The Associated Press

BELGRADE, Serbia-Montene-
gro — There are 17 mass graves
on Serbia’s territory containing
bodies of ethnic Albanians slain
during Kosovo’s 1998-99 war, a
former interior minister said Fri-
day, accusing the current author-
ities of a coverup.

Dusan Mihajlovic, who served
as police chief in the govern-
ment which ousted former Presi-
dent Slobodan Milosevic in
2000, said Serbia’s current con-
servative authorities are reluc-
tant to prosecute those responsi-
ble for the killings.

Mihajlovic said in a statement
that while he was in charge until
early this year, “police have

Serbian: 17 mass graves hold
many victims of Kosovo war

done their part of the job. They
have documentation about the
crimes that were committed in
Kosovo.”

“You should ask the current
authorities why nothing is being
done about that,” said Mihajlov-
ic’s statement, which was faxed
to The Associated Press.

Police said they were investi-
gating how the bodies, including
those of women and children,
were taken to central Serbia.
The authorities also launched
identification pmcedures, and
about 300 bodies since have
been returned to Kosovo.

Serbia’s former acting Presi-
dent Natasa Micic, who also
held the position until early this
year, said she knew about the ex-
istence of the mass graves.
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7-Eleven bonus

ESSEXVILLE — Oh,

thank heaven: 7-Elev-
en employee Erin Kappen
got a bonus for having a
baby that weighed 7
pounds, 11 ounces.

Kappen cashed in on
her son, Parker John
VanWormer, who was
born Oct. 4. She got a
check for $711 from
‘Garb-Ko Inc., which
operates the 7-Eleven store where
she has worked part time for 18
‘months.

Saginaw-based Garb-Ko pays
the $711 bonus to any employee
giving birth to a 7-pound, 11-ounce
baby. It operates 90 stores in Michi-
gan, nine in Indiana and eight in
Ohio.

“It’s not something that happens
every day, but through the 26
years that I have been with this
company, it has happened several
times,” said Larry Hauck, the com-
pany’s marketing director.

Kappen, 22, of Bay City, said she
hoped to use the gift money to
open a bank account for Parker
and pay some bills.

“I'had no idea they were going to
give me a check,” said Kappen. “I
never knew that they had a pro-
gram like that.”

Good rain, lots of deer

COLLEGE STATION — Ex-
perts say abundant rain in
parts of Texas should make for a
good deer season this fall and early
winter. Texas Cooperanve Exten-
sion reports the rain helped thick-
en the ground cover that provides
food and shelter for the animals.
Officials said the deer are look-
ing healthy. Texas is home to ap-
proximately 4 million deer, agency
officials said.

Free travel for soldiers

GRAND ISLAND — A cen-

tral Nebraska business is of-
fering to pay travel expenses for a
Hall County soldier’s holiday
leave. CBS Insurance will hold a
drawing before Thanksgiving from
the names of troops serving
abroad. The military pays for a sol-
dier on leave to return to home
base, but travel home is a personal
expense.

Bobby handles NY crime

NY NEW YORK — An English

police officer took a break
from his vacation to fight crime
and took home kudos from the
NYPD’s top cop.

Tourist Colin Webber and his
wife and fellow bobby, Claire,
were shopping in the city’s Dia-
mond District when they heard a
violent clash inside a jewelry out-
let.

Police said they believe two men
were arguing over a counterfeit
watch when one pulled a knife and
stabbed the other man three times
in the chest, then smashed a mir-
ror over his head.

When the man with the knife
tried to flee, the 6-foot-2 Webber in-
stinctively tackled him and forced
him to drop his weapon.

“There was really no time to
think,” the burly bobby said.

“Someone said, ‘Grab him, and T
did. ... I just took him down.”

ROUNDUP

Police Commissioner Raymond
Kelly presented Webber, 37, with
an award for his bravery a few
hours before he was to board a
flight home. The officer, wearing
sweat pants and sneakers, accept-
ed with a shrug.

The publicity, he quipped, “will
probably cost me a round of beer”
when he reports for duty on his reg-
ular beat.

After Webber subdued the sus-
pect, friends of the victim began
kicking the man in the head. Claire
Webber, 38, was credited with
keeping them at bay until officers
arrived.

The alleged attacker was arrest-
ed and charged with attempted
murder. The victim was in stable
condition at a hospital.

Milk prices rise

HILO — The state Board of

Agriculture gave its final ap-
proval to a proposal to raise the
minimum price Big Island dairy
farmers are paid for their milk by
25.8 cents per raw gallon.

The minimum, which has stood
at $2.02 since 1991, would rise to
$2.28, if Gov. Linda Lingle gives
her final approval after the propos-
al is reviewed by several state de-
partments, the Department of Agri-
culture said.

The increase, which would bene-
fit five Big Island dairies, would
not regulate the wholesale or retail
prices of milk, which are set by a

Night shift work

Crane operator Lloyd Allen is
silhouetted against the rising moon
185 feet above the Electric Power
Board construction site in
Chattanooga, Tenn.

milk processor and re-
tailers, the depart-
ment said.
“A cost production
study by the Hawaii De-
¥ partment of Agriculture
showed that this increase
in the minimum price re-
quested by Big Island
dairy farmers was justified
and appropriate,” board chair-
woman Sandra Lee Kunimoto
said.

“The Big Island is the only
island that is self-sufficient in
milk and even sends milk to other
islands, and it’s crucial that we all
support “Island Fresh’ milk, includ-
ing retailers and consumers,” she
said.

The dairy farmers asked for the
rate increase last December, and
the board gave its preliminary ap-
proval in April. A public hearing
on the issue was held Sept. 27.

The dairy farmers have noted
their operational costs — including
transportation and shipping, fuel,
health insurance, workers’ com-
pensation, feed, utilities and labor
— have risen over the years.

Secession on ballot

VERONA — A referendum

on next week’s ballot asks
voters whether they favor seced-
ing from Essex County. Such a
move would require approval by
the Legislature, which even town-
ship officials call extremely unlike-
ly. Critics say the votes amount to
little more than a safety valve to let
frustrated property owners vent
about soaring property taxes.

Bath house art

HOT SPRINGS — The Na-

tional Park Rotary Club
heard a proposal to open a new
Hot Springs Museum of Contempo-
rary Art in one of the city’s historic
bath houses. The proposal includes
a goal to collect 500 pieces from
the world’s top 500 artists. Hot
Springs National Park Superinten-
dent Josie Fernandez said she
liked the plan, but funding must be
secured.

Fork art goes missing

GRAND FORKS — It’s an

Unforkettable crime: Au-
thorities in Grand Forks are
searching for a grand fork.

The 6-foot-tall utensil that disap-
peared over is among about 50 in
an “Unforkettable” collection scat-
tered around the city.

Chamber of Commerce Presi-
dent Dan Schenkein says he saw
the fork — which was decorated to
look like a train — bolted to a spe-
cial foundation. It was gone when
another employee arrived, he said.

The missing fork was designed
by artist Kim Dohrman as a nod to
the Chamber building’s former life
as a train depot.

“We continually have people
coming down here [to see it],”
Schenkein said. “It’s really a fun
community asset, and it’s too bad
somebody had to spoil it for oth-
ers.”

Schenkein hopes the fork was
taken as a random prank and that
someone will return it.

Businesses paid $1,500 to pur-
chase the forks. Most of the money
went to benefit the project’s spon-
sors, the Community Violence In-
tervention Center and a regional
family health program.

i An unidentified ghoul Fort Walte
Ghoulish scare ge,e,Teccey Famied house vistors, ront

to back, Candace Tilley, Sydney Meldenson, 11, and Nikki Guillot, as
they run through the scary room in Mary Esther, Fla.

A herd of grazing sheep are keeping the grass

Sheep mowers mowed on the capped landfill in Keene, N.H.

2 Janet Hilton, of Panama City Beach, Fla.,
TWO Of a klnd shows off her pet cockatoo Ze just before

she won the pet-owner look-alike category at the Fantasy Fest Pet Mas-
querade and Parade in Key West, Fla.
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Michael Penn les on his back after playing in a mud football game with other

Fun n the mu kids at his family’s farm in Longview, Wash.

Grossed out Aflopping trout put a fright into the faces of, from left, Alex Schaedler, 4, Annie Temple,
5, and Sam Carroll, 4, as Billie Thompson of the Johnson County Park Police tried to cor-
ral the fish at Heritage Park Lake in Overland Park, Kan.

i s man i ¥
Precious, an 15 -year-old English mastiff, Iles on the sidewalk dressed in an angel
costume in Miami Beach, Fla. The dog’s owner was handing out flyers for a local costume

Angel pooch

store.

Naming rights settl

COLUMBUS — SBC Com-

munications agreed to pay
about $1 million for the naming
rights to the Ohio State-Michigan
football game for the next two
years. When the rivals meet for the
101st time on Nov. 20 in Columbus,
the matchup will be called the SBC
Michigan-Ohio State Classic.

Murky water is safe

uT DRAPER —  Draper’s

water has acquired an odd
color, odor and taste since hea:
rains began, but health officials
say it’s still safe to drink. A manag-
er for the company that serves
nearly two-thirds of Draper likens
the taste to tea made from fallen
leaves. He said the coloration prob-
lem occurs in the fall when storm
water soaks through leaves before
entering the drinking water sys-
tem.

Baby’s parents charged

HOUSTON — The parents

of a 2-month-old boy who
died weighing only 5 pounds have
been arrested.

Jolene Diana Valencia, 19, and
Adrian Castillo, 21, were each
charged with injury to a child by
omission, said Sgt. Mike Smith of
the Harris County Sheriff’s Homi-
cide Division. The baby, Saul
Castillo, died at a Houston hospi-
tal.

Criminal complaints accuse the
parents of failing to provide ade-
quate food and medical care.

The couple took the infant to Me-
morial Hermann Southwest Hospi-
tal at about 3 a.m. after finding him
unresponsive and discolored at
their apartment, Smith said. The
parents, who said that the child
had been eating, could not provide
a valid explanation for the child’s
weight.

Growth charts showed the baby
should have weighed 9 pounds,
Smith said.

Doctors at the hospital, where
the baby had been born prema-
ture, were unable to revive him,
Smith said.

Besides the baby’s emaciated
state, there were no other obvious
injuries to his body, authorities
said .

Two other children in the fami-
1y’s home, 1- and 2-year-old boys,
appeared to be in good condition
and were taken into custody by
Child Protective Services, a spokes-
woman for the agency said.

Castillo’s bail was set at $50,000,
and Valencia’s is set at $30,000.

Mentally ill man can’t vote

JEFFERSON CITY — A

federal judge declined to
allow a mentally ill man to vote in
next week’s election but agreed to
hear his challenge later to a Mis-
souri law that denies voting rights
to some who are mentally ill.

U.S. District Judge Ortrie Smith
said presuming the man is compe-
tent to vote is risky and “any out-
come that permits a potentially in-
valid ballot to be cast should be
avoided.”

Steven Prye said he moved to St.
Louis from Illinois earlier this year
and tried to register to vote, but
wasn't allowed because he has a

court: guardian in Illi-
nois. A court is considering wheth-
er to appoint one for him in Missou-
i

Under the Missouri Constitution
and state law, those who have a
guardian because of “mental inca-
pacity” cannot vote and can face
criminal charges if they do.

The suit alleges the Missouri
election law violates the U.S. Con-
stitution’s due process and equal
protection clauses and the federal
Americans with Disabilities Act.

According to the lawsuit, the
51-year-old Prye is a former law
professor with schizoaffective dis-
order who has had a guardian
since December 2003. The suit
says Prye taught at Vermont Law
School and the University of Illi-
nois Law School The Bazelon Cen-
ter for Mental Health Law and the
American Civil Liberties Union
are helping represent Prye.

The Bazelon Center said the suit
could have national implications.

State logo, slogan vote

FRANKFORT — Ken-

tucky’s new logo and slogan
will be decided by a public vote,
and it could be a close horse race.

That's because three of the four
choices involve images of horses:
“Kentucky: Unbridled Spirit,”
“Kentucky: Limitless” and “Ken-
tucky: Where Legends Are Born.”
The only non-equine choice is
“Kentucky: Make History.”

Gov. Ernie Fletcher announced
that people will be able to vote
over the Internet, through the mail
or in person at welcome centers, re-
sort parks and tourist attractions
around the state.

Each week, the candidate with
the least amount of votes will be
eliminated, until the final one is de-
cided the day before Thanksgiv-
ing. The contest is open to resi-
dents and nonresidents alike.

City contract corruption

cT STAMFORD — State inves-

tigators probing possible
corruption are looking into city con-
tracts and scrutinizing renovation
work at the mayor’s home, The AP
has learned.

Investigators with the Chief
State’s Attorney’s office have re-
quested details on city and school
contracts dating back five years,
according to sources familiar with
the investigation, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity.

The inquiry involved about 200
requests issued by the city for pro-
posals, according to Ben Barnes,
the city’s director of administra-
tion.

The sources said investigators
are also looking into contracts for
the management of a city-owned
nursing home and the operation of
a cafeteria in a government build-
ing — projects for which Republi-
cans claim the winning bidders
contributed to Mayor Dannel Mal-
loy’s upcoming Democratic guber-
natorial campaign.

Malloy, 49, who is running for
governor in 2006, asked city offi-
cials earlier this month to seek
new bids on those contracts.

Malloy — the city’s longest serv-
ing mayor, since 1995 — has de-
nied any wrongdoing and said he
welcomes the inquiry.

Stories and photos from wire services
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Combs disappointed by Bush, Kerry

Sean “P. Diddy” Combs is ready to play travel agent
for the presidential candidates.

During his swing state Vote or Die!
34-year-old hip-hop mogul said he
was disappointed President Bush
and Democratic nominee John
Kerry aren’t stopping in urban areas
during their campaigns. o

“If you look at the campaign sched-
ules, they’re not making time for
these peaple,” Combs said during a
stop in Detroit.

Combs said both Bush and Kerry
have used their daughters to reach
young voters. Alexandra and Vanes-
sa Kerry were guests on MTV’s
“TRL,” and Jenna and Barbara
Bush have been stopping at college campuses on a Stu-
dents for Bush tour. All four appeared at the MTV Video
Music Awards to promote their fathers.

But Combs said it wasn’t enough.

“I'm not knocking what their daughters are doing, but
it ain’t nothing like seeing the men themselves,” Combs
said.

tour, the

Combs

Ambassador Jolie visits Sudan

Angelina Jolie, visiting Sudan in her role as U.N. good-
will ambassador, said it’s too soon for refugees from west-
ern Darfur to refurn to their homes, as the government is

urging

“Retum Ibelieve, is what the government wants to see

happen. We would all like to see that happen. But the
sense I got from the people and from

— my observations during this visit, it
clearly is not the time” the

Oscar-winning actress said.

She said an officer from the Afri-
can Union troops monitoring the situ-
ation in Darfur told her that a village
had been raided and destroyed.

Jolie also said she was told of a
woman and her 12-year-old daugh-
ter who were raped repeatedly.

Jolie said such accounts are

“shocking and horrifying and
showed very clearly that there is no
stability yet.”

“This is the worst situation I have seen,” she said, dur-
ing her visits to about 20 countries across the world as
U.N. goodwill ambassador.

-

Jolie

S. Africa network gets ‘Fahrenheit 9/11’

An independent television channel in South Africa will
air Michael Moore’s documentary “Fahrenheit 9/11” on
the eve of the U.S. presidential elections.

Following the Nov. 1 showing, M-Net will feature a
panel discussion broadcast from its Johannesburg studio.

M-Net, the country’s first pay channel, secured the
rights for one exclusive screening from the film’s distribu-
tors, Paramount, earlier this week.

“This is the first time in the history of South African
television a movie will be broadcast on television while it
is still on the circuit,” Jan du Plessis, head of M-Net’s pro-
gram division, said in a statement.

“But ‘Fahrenheit 9/11” has broken many rules and con-
ventions, and we're delighted that we got permission to
screen it at such an opportune time.”

Vegas veteran gets another star

Wayne Newton now has two stars.

The 62-year-old singer was the first person inducted
into the Las Vegas Walk of Stars during a ceremony.

The dedication took place at the New Frontier Hotel,
where “Mr. Las Vegas” performed for about 15 years. He
can now be seen singing “Danke Schoen” at the Stardust
hotel-casino.

Newton’s star will be installed on Las Vegas Boulevard
in front of the hotel-casino.

The star, like others in the future, will be a 3-foot
square slab of polished granite weighing 350 pounds and
inlayed with the recipient’s name and specialty.

The Motion Picture Hall of Fame Foundation launched
the project, which is similar to the one found in Holly-
wood, where Newton also has a star.

Stories and photos from wire services

Hard-working
Walken tries on
a lead role

BY GLENN LOVELL
San Jose Mercury News

SAN FRANCISCO — Christopher Walken works a lot.
As besl he can figure, he has made “about a hundred
movies” since appearing in “Annie Hall” and “The Deer
Hunter” in lhe late '70s. That’s an astounding number,
given that the average Hollywood star makes one film,
possibly two, every 18 months or so.

“Work? It’s my favorite thing to do, and I don’t really
have anything else that I do,” says Walken, 61, during a
stopover in San Francisco to talk up “Around the Bend,”
an oddball reunion picture in which, for the first time, he
plays a grandfather — with an unsavory past, of course.

“Idon’t have kids, I don’t have hobbies,” continues the
actor, who commutes between movie sets and homes in
New York and Connecticut.

“And 1 don't play golf. A lot of actors play golf. It's
amazing how many actors play golf.”

Here, Walken’s voice trails off, as it does frequently
during our conversation. Is this an affectation, that stud-
ied insouciance that has caused him to be typed as dan-
gerous crazies (“At Close Range,” “True Romance”) and
comic crazies (“Mouse Hunt,” “The Stepford Wives”)?
Orisit more, a hint of wi: for the road
not taken? Before you start feeling sorry for the guy, con-
sider this: He’s having a blast. He loves the monetary re-
wards and adoration that come with being Hollywood’s
most in-demand character actor. This afternoon he
shares a story about an airport baggage handler who
turned out to be a huge fan.

Of Walken’s psychologically damaged Vietnam vet in
“The Deer Hunter,” which brought the supporting-actor
Oscar in 1978? Or maybe of his broken father in “Catch
Me If You Can,” which brought another Oscar nomina-
tion in 2002?

Walken smiles that slow, mischievous smile. (Fans of
The Continental, his serial seducer on “Saturday Night
Live,” will know it only too well.) “No, no — this guy
‘was shouting, ‘Frank White! Frank White!” ” Walk-
en recalls. “That’s the character I played in ‘King
of New York.’ They don’t talk about ‘Deer Hunt-
er’; they talk about this little crime movie, and it
was really off-the-cuff stuff where we literally
said, ‘What are you going to say next? All right,
then I'll say this.” That usually doesn’t work, but we
had Laurence Fishburne, Wesley Snipes and David
Caruso, and it was good.”

Other memorably quirky Walken performances
fuel “Pulp Fiction,” “At Close Range,” “Batman Re-
turns,” “The Dead Zone” and, of course, “True
Romance,” where his sadistic crime
boss shares the screen with an-
other great scene-stealer, Den-
nis Hopper. The pair went to
dinner
work. Hopper:
“We did a good
scene today.”
Walken: “Yes,

I know.” [

Walken
felt the same
way after the
kitchen
face-off in “At
Close Range,”
where Sean Penn as the son puts a
gun to his father’s head.

Just before shooting the scene,
Penn said, “Excuse me for one sec-

ond,” and left the room. “He knew how scared I am of
guns, and he made me think he had returned with a load-
ed gun. You can see the fear in my face,” Walken says.

It ranks as one of the most intense father-son confron-
tations ever shot.

Adds Walken now: “That was a very generous thing
for Sean to do. Actors help each other like that. When I
saw the scene, I knew we had nailed it. That's a great feel-
ing — exhilarating.”

But to have the kind of career Walken has had (he
went from character roles to leads in “Dead Zone” and
“Dogs of War,” then back to character parts), you have to
love what you do.

“I do enjoy my work — I tend to be someone who en-
joys himself,” he says. “The fact is, when you get to be
‘my age and you've been around as long as I have, if peo-
ple don’t recognize you, come up and say hello, you start
to worry.”

Then, too, he worries about working too much, not
being selective enough in his roles.

“There’s something to be said for being selective.
There are actors who believe in that: They wait for the
material and the director. ... They want all the elements
to be as copacetic as possible. But I have never been that
way.”

Walken attributes his work ethic to his father, who was
a baker in Queens, N.Y.

“I'm probably the way I am because of my father,” the
actor says. “He went to his bakery seven days a week. He
loved baking; he couldn’t get enough of it.”

They were close, unlike two generations of fathers and
sons in “Around the Bend,” which finds Michael Caine
playing Walken’s dad.

Despite an ornery, anti-social streak, Walken’s charac-
ter in the new film turns out to be a relatively nice guy.
Ditto his characters in “Man on Fire” and “Catch Me If

You Can.” Is this the dawning of a
kinder, gentler Walken? “Could
be,” he replies.

“But it also has something to
do with age. 'm now at the
place where I'm starting to
play fathers and uncles — and,
in this case, a grandfather.”

Worse, a grandfather who's
dying of kidney failure. Hence,
the gray-green cast to his skin.
“I'saw the movie and I thought,

“Geez, you look terrible.’
He pauses, beams, then con-
cedes, “But it’s a big juicy part.
It’s a leading part. And I
don’t do that a lot.”

Christopher
Walken stars as
Turner in Jordan
Roberts’
“Around the
Bend,” from
Warner
Independent
Pictures.

Courtesy of
Warner Bros.
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Phone firms get green light on fiber optics

Upgrades allow for cable TV competition

BY BRUCE MEYERSON
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — For at least a de-
cade, phone companies have been
promising to rewire America with
fiber-optic cables. Now, with a
romp of regulatory victories in
hand, the regional Bells say
they’re free to make good on that
ambitious plan to bring light-
ning-fast Web and TV services to
all the nation’s homes.

In recent days, the nation’s
three biggest local phone compa-
nies announced plans to expand
their fiber deployments, an en-
deavor that may take years to pay
off for Verizon Communications
Inc, SBC Communications Inc.
and BellSouth Corp.

Some analysts wonder whether
the companies can even afford the
tens of billions of dollars it will
cost to replace the copper in their
networks. Further, the Bells will
need to secure good enough terms
on TV programming and lure
enough customers from cable and
satellite operators to justify the in-
vestment.

Skeptics also worry that govern-
ment regulation may yet be used
by the Bells as an excuse to stall.

But with cable TV and cellular
companies offering their own
phone and broadband services,
the Bells maintain it’s out with the
copper, and in with the fiber.

To that end, Verizon announced
last week that six more communi-

ties in three states are being of-
fered its new fiber-based Internet
service, first introduced to the Dal-
las suburb of Keller in August. Ve-
rizon also said fiber is now being
installed in communities in nine
states  encompassing  about
700,000 homes and businesses.

And to further demonstrate its
resolve, Verizon said it is hiring
5,000-t0-7,000 people for the job
and negotiating with content pro-
viders to introduce TV and video
services by sometime next year.

A day earlier, SBC said it had
placed a $1.7 billion order with Al-
catel SA of France for network
equipment and video system inte-
gration services.

Those announcements came
about a week after the Bells re-
sponded to favorable rulings by
the Federal Communications
Commission — including one
widely reported decision that has
yet to be confirmed — by stepping
up their commitment to fiber.

SBC said its deployment, bud-
geted at $4 billion to $6 billion,
would deliver advanced services
to 18 million households within
three years rather than five as pre-
viously announced. BellSouth,
which leads its peers with fiber al-
ready strung to the curb at 1.1 mil-
lion homes, said it was increasing
next year's deployment by 40 per-
cent to about 180,000 homes.

Verizon stood by its projection
to reach about 1 million homes at
a cost of $800 million and another

THURSDAY'S MARKET SUMMARY

2 million homes in 2005, though
anecdotal evidence suggests it,
00, has picked up the pace.

“Every discussion we've had
with people close to [Verizon’s]
project indicate they are moving,
and moving faster than the public-
ly announced plans,” said Albert
Lin, industry analyst for Ameri-
can Technology Research. “Con-
tractors working on that program
are making installations of equip-
ment that would not make sense
to install unless you were plan-
ning to introduce service.”

Only Verizon’s blueprint actual-
ly calls for the fiber to stretch
right into the home. The plan at
BellSouth is to bring fiber to the
curb, or within about 500 feet of
most homes, and then complete
the connection over the existing
copper lines. SBC wants to extend
fiber to the neighborhood, or with-
in about 5,000 feet of homes be-
fore handing off to copper.

Verizon’s approach is by far the
most expensive — costs may
range from $800 to $2,500 per
home — but could theoretically de-
liver hundreds or thousands of
times the amount of bandwidth al-
lowed by today’s copper wires.

The route chosen by SBC and
BellSouth represents a compro-
mise between cost, deployment
llme and bandwidth.

t's also a bet that advances
wi\h DSL technology will let them
shoot their signals across a short-
er expanse of copper with enough

EXCHANGE RATES

Military rates

Eur
Brtish pound

Vinnie Sinatra, a fiber

with SBC

Inc.,
uses a machine to push fiber-optic cable into an underground conduit
Oct. 22 in Buffalo Grove, lll. Phone companies have been promising to
rewire America with fiber-optic cables for at least a decade. With a
recent romp of regulatory victories in hand, the regional Bells say
they’re now free to make good on that ambitious plan.

speed to handle multimedia and
interactive video. But it also gives
them more time to ensure that the
regulatory coast remains clear.

Yet while all three companies
are definitely digging up more ca-
bles and restringing more tele-
phone poles than ever before,
doubts remain.

To begin with, if the Democrats
manage to recapture the White
House next week, the FCC might
tilt back toward forcing competi-
tion by requiring the Bells to lease
their local lines to rivals such as
AT&T Corp. at low govern-
ment-set rates.

The Bells would likely slam the
brakes on their investment with a
return to that policy: Given a

threw out the line-sharing pro-
The FCC since voted
lwx(_e to protect different types of
fiber deployment from any shar-
ing obligations, and a third such
decision has reportedly already
been made.
Some skeptics contend that re-

found regulatory confidence isn’t
enough to justify the investment.

SBC, BellSouth and Verizon are
all heavlly in debt and pouring
money as it is into upgrading their
wireless operations with ad-
vanced technologies that would
compete at least partly with the
services to be delivered over

b

.

Then again, those very same
concerns could be masking long-
er-term plans at SBC and Bell-
South to install fiber all the way to
the home now that their wireless
joint venture, Cingular Wireless,
has completed a $41 billion pur-
chase of AT&T Wireless Services
Inc.

ents and Sensibility

Money tip of the day
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College students in red

However, the percentage of
delinquent accounts was higher
among students (12 percent)
than adults (8 percent).

The report is published in the
November issue of the National
Association of Student Financial
Aid Administrators’ Journal of
Student Financial Aid.

The study was conducted by
the Georgetown University
Credit Research Center, with
data from active accounts from
2000 to 2001. The work was a
continuation of a Government
Accountability  Office  study
begun at the behest of members
of Congress alarmed about stu-
dents’ abuse of credit cards.
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EUROPEAN FORECAS

Benelux: Mostly cloudy in Belgium

to lower 60s, Sunday lows in the
lower 40s to lower 50s.

Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy with
isolated rainshowers. Highs in the
mid 505 to lower 60s, Sunday lows in
the mid 40s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Partly cloudy
with dense morning fog. Highs in the
lower to mid 70s, Sunday lows in the
lower to mid 50s.

France: Mostly cloudy. Highs in the
mid to upper 50s, Sunday lows in
the mid to upper 40s.

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with isolated rainshowers. Highs in
the mid to upper 50s, Sunday lows in
the upper 40s.

Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with rainshowers.  Highs in the mid
505 to lower 60s, Sunday lows in the
mid 40s to upper 40s.

Hungary: Mostly cloudy with isolated
rainshowers. Highs in the upper 60,
Sunday lows in the mid 50s.

Northern Italy: Mostly cloudy. Highs
in the mid to upper 80s, Sunday fows
in the upper 60s.

Southern Italy: Sunny. Highs in the
upper 70s to lower 80s, Sunday lows
in the mid to upper 60s.

Kosovo: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
mid 60s to lower 70s, Sunday lows in
the mid 40s to lower 50s.

Norway: Mostly cloudy with isolated
rainshowers. Highs in the lower 40s
to lower 50s, Sunday lows in the
lower 30s to lower 40s.

Portugal, Spain: Partly cloudy to
mostly cloudy with isolated rainshow-
ers. Hiighs in the mid 50s to lower
70s, Sunday lows in the lower 405 to
mid'50s.

Turkey:_Partly cloudy. Highs in the
lower 70s to lower 90s, Sunday lows
in the mid 60s to lower 70s.

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home

htips:/lows.sembach.af.mil
http://ows.public.sembach.af.mil
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Horoscope

Lucky Jupiter and dreamy Nep-
tune are featured, and the question
that arises is: What is good luck
anyway? The answer is, It's really
100 soon to tell. An event
that appears on the sur-
face to be negative or
neutral winds up being a
blessing two or three
moves into the game.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(Oct. 30). You've got so
much to give that loved
ones flock to you! In the
coming year, your life wil
be centered on home and
family. Some of you will
move into a new house in
April. Others will remodel,
redecorate or repair. Get ready to do
lots of entertaining, especially dinner
parties. A mother figure in your life
will require more of your attention.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Stop talking, and start doing. The
opportunity of a lifetime could be
within your grasp, but you're never
going to know for sure unless you
give it your best shot.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Get ready for winter — there’s much
to do before the next frost. Speaking
of frost, a certain someone in your
life who's been giving you the cold
shoulder will now be more receptive
to your warm and friendly vibe.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
There will be a few more bumps in
the road before things get better. But
it absolutely will get better, and
soon. Use this time to really think
about what you want to accomplish
out of life.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
You can be a master manipulator
when you really want to be. In fact, it
comes so naturally to you that some-
times you don't even know you're
doing it! Today, pay careful attention
to what you say and how you say it.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You
could become disillusioned with a
situation, but this is merely a sign

Joyce Jillson

that you had fantastically high hopes
at one time. Maybe it's too early to
give those up.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Everything you do today, you do for
the love of it. Because you have no
other agenda, you're extraordinarily
lucky in your pursuits.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). It's easy to get sO
caught up in being busy
that you're taking part in
activities that do absolutely
nothing to feed your soul.
Meanwhile, your talents are
50 underused, you've
| forgotten that you posses
them.

SCORPIO (Oct.
24-Nov. 21). You're
invigorated. Is it the idea
that you could have more
out of life that pushes you to strive,
oris it the sheer act of striving that
makes you feel vital? Either way,
you're in an expansive mood.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). There is a delicate balance at
work in relationships, and you're in
just the mood to upset that balance.
Why? For the sake of change,
adventure and mischief. Be careful.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Events set you in motion, or is
it the other way around? It's hard to
say whether you are reacting to the
world or it is reacting to you, but the
one thing you know for sure is that
youlve got incredible momentum.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Finally, things slow down to a pace
you can handle — or, better, savor.
Precious moments with loved ones
make you realize how lucky you are.
People compete for your favor. Deal
equally with everyone, and you'll be
respected.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Its frustrating if you don't have the
time to do what you love. But don't
wait until you've got large blocks of
hours to devote o your passion.
Steal the moments you do have.
You'll be amazed what 20 minutes
can bring.

Creators Syndicate

To our readers

For the past decade, this column has been written by Joyce Jillson
and Holiday Mathis. Ms. Jillson passed away on Oct. 1. Because Ms.
Jillson and Ms. Mathis wrote in advance, columns they prepared will
run through Nov. 6. Beginning Nov. 7, the horoscopes will be re-
named ”Horoscopes by Holiday” and will be authored by Ms. Mathis.
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COULD SAY YOU'RE BEHIND BARS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: H equals O




Saturday, October 30, 2004

- STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION -

Mourning,

Dear Abby: My 56-year-old
mother passed away suddenly
six months ago. It happened two
days before my daughter’s fifth
birthday. I didn’t know what to
do when Mom died — cancel or
let my daughter have the party
Mom and I had planned.
Well, T opted to go on
with the celebration.

My dad just couldn’t
face it. He left the house.
1 know in my heart that
Mom would not have
wanted us to cancel her
granddaughter’s party. I
loved my mom dearly
and would never have
done anything disrespect-
ful to her memory. I miss
her very much. She was
my best friend, and it’s
hard going through life without
her.

Did I do the right thing?
— Missing My Mom in Maine
Dear Missing: You did the
right thing in going ahead with
the party. I see no reason why a
child of S should be forced to

Temperamental grandson a worry iy cis

Dear Annie: 1 have a
6-year-old grandson,
“Ljam.” His parents have
been divorced for three
years, and Liam is in
therapy to help him deal
with this.

Liam is very rude to
me. When I picked him
up for a recent outing, he
behaved terribly and said
he wanted to stay home
and play with his mother.
His parents don’t believe
in spanking, or any kind
of discipline, as far as I can deter-
mine. The boy was allowed to
continue this behavior, and not
once was he told to apologize. T
finally left.

It hurts to be treated this way.
Also, I recently remarried. While
most children love my hubband
Liam tells his parents he’s “un-
comfortable” around him. There
is no basis for this except that
my husband once told Liam he
needed to respond when spoken
to.

Ilove Liam dearly, but he has
never been an affectionate boy.
He doesn't give hugs or ever say
“Ilove you.” Should I continue to

Dear Abby

Annie’s Mailbox
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party tough to balance

associate her special day with
death and mourning if it's avoid-
able.

Dear Abby: I am a concerned
parent. My children attend a
school that has a very tight bud-
get. The school system
here cannot afford to
hire teacher’s aides, so
1 help out as much as T

can.

Abby, it's crucial for
parents to volunteer as
much of their time as
they can to help teach-
ers. Even one hour a
month would be help-
ful.

T know several moth-
ers who trade baby-sit-
ting so they have free
time to go to the gym or shop,
but they never give a thought to
volunteering at the school. I
swap baby-sitting duties with a
friend so I can do those things,
too, but we also make the time to
help our children’s teachers.

Our children and their educa-

see Liam? Whatever T
decide it’s going to be
very painful for me.

— Forlorn Grandma

Dear Grandma:
Liam is only 6, and his
parents are divorced.
This child has enough
to deal with. Liam’s
behavior is perfectly
understandable, espe-
cially since you were
under tremendous
stress for several years
and could not create a
closer bond. And now that you
have remarried, your situation
feels somewhat strange for the

o
g

.
Yes, Liam should be taught to
behave more politely, but don’t

blame him for what his parents
neglect to do.

Dear Annie: 1 read the letter
from “Wife and Stepmom.” Al
though she had some wonderful
ideas, such as a family night, I
disagree with a few of her rul
namely that parents should disci-
pline only their own children and
that finances should be kept

tion should be our No. 1 priority.
‘Would you please help me en-
courage parents everywhere to
volunteer their time at schools?
Thank you.
— Volunteer Mom
in Princeton, Minn.

Dear Mom: Many schools are
in crisis because of budget con-
straints and could use a helping
hand from parents.

Volunteering in schools not
only allows the teachers to dedi-
cate more time to teaching, but it
also sets a good example for the
children. Children of parents
who are concerned about, and
immediately involved in, their
education earn better grades.
Everyone benefits.

I know from personal experi-
ence how rewarding volunteer-
ing can be. Every time I have
volunteered, I got more than I
gave.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at

htp://

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Amold and Mike Argirion
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Unscramble these four Jumbles,

There he is. Must've

one letter to each square, e fmping twmed

fo form four ordinary words. =2 ankle
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TAUD!

NIRFIM

He

v jumble.com

TESGAK

OHNe

Print answer here:.

WHAT THE COPS
USED TO CATCH

THE FENCE.

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as
by the above cartoon.

10000,
NN

(Answers Monday)
SHAKY CURRY MOSQUE BUBBLE

) Jumbles:

Universal Press Syndicate

separate. In a real family, both
parents discipline the kids, and
decisions about discipline and
finances work better when they
are made together.

However, one important rule
“Stepmom” did have is never to
say a bad word about the
spouse’s ex in front of the kids.
Our kids are grown now and tell
us that they respect our opinions
more because we never tried to
make them take sides.

— Expenenced Stepmom
in Connecticut

Dear Stepmom: Many readers
wrote to say that stepparents
should be allowed to discipline
each other’s children, and that
finances should be shared. We
think those are decisions each
family makes on its own.

What works for one family
may not work for another. But
we appreciate your knowledge-
able input.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime

£65 Angeles, CA 500
Eremors Syndicate
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er De Berry ( Id).

rts, 9 a. Y Lm.—College football: Ha-

h
FN-5;

walt ot Borse 5t (a1
ARcAtlantic, & “pim.—College football

Penn St. at Ohlo S

College football: Okla-

Art-Sports, 630 pan...College football
Tennessee at South Carolina.
AFN-Atiantic, 9:30 p.m.—College football:
Michipah oL Michigon St
‘AFII-Paciﬁ:, pm.—College football:
Flori
236" pan—college. football

Téxas of Gograds.

Sunday
FN-Sports, 7 a.m. —Auto racing: Busch Se-
nes Aaron’s 311 (did).
FN-Sports, 11 a.m.—College football:
M\am\ at Norlh carahna (did).
.m.—College football:

acific 6 o,
homa at Oklahoma st.

N-Atla
calliorient Arlzona St
Auto racing: Nextel
Cup Bass pro Shnps MBNA 50.
FN-Atiantic, 7 p.m.—NFL: Baltimore at
Philadelphia.
AFN-Pacific, 7 p.n.—NFL: NY. Giants at
Minnesota,
AFN-Radio, 7 p.m.—NFL: Teams TED.
ARN-Atlantic, 10 p.m.—NFL: New England

at P\tlshur%
| AFN-Pacific, 10 p.m.—NFLi Atianta at Den-

Arn Radio, 10pamNFL: Teame T
SARN-Sports, 1 B PN Carona at
eat

Altimes are Central European

Visit

Www.myafnnet for more informati

Pro football

NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
L T Pct PFPA
New England 001000 148 90
Y, 10 833127 102
Buffalo 5 0 167 77 106
Miami 60 143 86121
South
Jacksonville 20 Mz
indianapolis 20 3133
30 8 137
Tennessee 50
North
Bittsburgh 10 114
Baltimore 20 85
io 147
40 333106 139
West
r 2 0 714 140 100
iego 30 571177 142
Kansas City 10 333161 14
Kiand 5 0 285 124 181
NATIONAL CONFERENE!
a
W LT Pt PFPA
philadelphia 001000 171 94
N.Y. Gia 2 0667 117 100
Dalias 40 333107 156
Washington 40333 84 %5
South
Atlanta, 2 0 714129 142
New Orleans 40 49152 191
Tampa Bay 5 0 28109 124
Carolina 5 0 167 83135
North
Minnesota 10 833170128
Det 2 0 667 116 123
Green Bay 40 49178172
Chicago 5 0 .167 85 108
West
st. Louis 30 571158165
Seattle 3 0 500 129 101
20 333112104
S ncisco 5 0 167 105 159
Sunday sgames

u
Miami 31, st Toule

gan biego 17 na
Bhiladel pma ) C\e\leland 31,01
Minnesata 20, Tennessee 3

, Seat
New oriéahs % Caldand
Open Piisburgh, Wastiagton, san Fran-
cisco, Houstor
onday’s game
Cincinnati 231 Denver 10
y, Oct. 31
petroitat Dalfzs

W Engiand at
San Franciscoat Chwcago
Open: Tampa Bay, St. Louis, New Orleans,
Cleveland
Monday, Nov. 1
Miami at N.Y. Jets

College football

AP Top 25 fared

How the top 25 teams in The Associated

Press’callege dotballpolfared Thursday
2l (70)did ot p
at Waghiogton Stage, bats oy
oma (7-0)did ot play. Next: at

No, 20 Oahoma state,Saturday.

®0 dm not play. Next: at
WISt ek

No. 4 Miami (60) did not play. Next: at
Narth Car day.
s Florida'state 61) did not lay. Next:
at Mary\anﬂ Saturday.
Wisconsin 6:0) did not play. Next:

us Ko 24 Mimneadta, N

No. 7 California (5- 1>ma o play. Next v
No.20 Arizona State,

No.TecEs - 5t ot oy Next: at Colo-
rado,satur

tan (7 9 gid o ply. Next:at San
oitgs State, 5
e

not play. Next: vs.

Tennessee (6-1) did not play. Next:
a(Soum Cﬂrolma Saturday.
n 0D did not play. Next
e, S

o1 13 i ot play. Next: vs.

, Nov.
No. lAlows\mIe (5-1) did not play. Next: at
Memphis
15 Wesi \/\rg\ma (6-1) did not play.
N ot Rutgers. Saturday.
s ALM (6-1) did not play. Nexts
rday.

not play. Next: at

o115 3o State 19 i ot play. Next:
v Hawau. Friday.
U (5:2) did not play. Next: vs.
vanderbnt Satur
e (6-1) did not play.
NOXE: 2END. 5 Sanfornia, Saturaay.
No. 20 Okishoma State (6-1) md not play.
Next s, No-2 OKiaho

No. 23 lowa (5-2) did not play. Next: at
nois, Saurday.
Minnesota (6-2) did not play. Next:
at \nmana saturday.
ovtnern Mississiopi (51 did not
Dl Not Ve, Smcimat Nov. &

Thursday
No. 22 Virginia Tech 34,
Georgia Tech 20

07 225-34
017 0 3-20

Tec
eorgia Tech
Second Quarter
o G —Johnson 9 pass from Ball (Bel ki),
‘GT—Daniels 13 run (Bell kick), 9:00.
VT—Clowney 34 pass from Randall (Pace
kick), 5:14.
6T Bell 46,23

Third Qua
VT—Safety, Ball runhs out ofend zone, 4:09.
rtt

Roval o, pass “from Randall (Randall
pass o Jonnson

VT-Norgan 51 pass from Randall (Pace
kick), 3:10.

VT—Minor 64 interception return (Pace
kick), :56.
A—48398.

viooGr
First downs. 1719
Rushes-yards 33142 40-166
Passing 304 179
Comp-Att-Int 18311 14292
Return Yards 93
unts-Avg.

6427 6458
Fumbles-Lost 42 42
Penalties-Yards
Time of Possession
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing. Virginia Tech, imoh 2277, Ran-
dall 9-64, Humes 1 nus 2). Geor-
a Tech, Bal 1560, Woods 557, Baniels
14:53, Grant 2-(min
Passing—Virginia rech, Ran
1931354 Georga Tech, e 14295

10108 865
2813 3147

eorgia
Tams 2-45. Woods 2-16, ilb0 2-16.

Pro soccer

Major League Soccer playoffs
onference Semi
(Two-l Ieg Aggregate scon Serles)

Columbus vs New [ngland

New Er\g\ar\d A Calamse o New England
leads series
y, Oct. 31

New England 3t Cotupus
D.C. United vs. Metrostars.
Saturday, Oct.
D.C. United 2, MetroStars 0, D.C. United
leads series 20

day, Oct. 30
Metrostars at D‘C Unted.
Kansas my Ve, Sagydose

San Jose 2, Kahas i 0 San Jose leads

seri
day, Oct. 30
san Jose,at Kansas ity
ngeles v3. Colorado
“Ffaay, oot
Colorado 1, Los Angeées 0 Colorado leads
saturday, Oct. 30
Colorado at Los Angeles

Pro basketball

NBA preseason
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atiantc Division

L
Philadelphia 7.
ork 3
New Jersey 4
Boston 6
Toronto 15
Southeast Division
Miar 3.
Qrlando 3
Charlotte 5
Washington H
Atianta 17
Central Division
Cleveland 1
indiana 1
Milwaukee 4
Detroit 4
Chicago 5 3
WESTERN CONFERENCE
‘Southwest Division
W L Pt GB
Vemphis 200 -
San Antonio 350 2
jouston 149 m
New Orleans 4w M
Dallas 35 375 3
Northwest Division
enver 187 -
Portland 351 2
Minnesota 349 3
49 3
Seattle 16143 5
Pacific Division
Phoenix 1 -
Laker 2 "
Golden State 3 1%
Sacramento 5 a
LA Clippers 6 A
ednesday’s games
Boston 96, Detroit 84

Portland 97, Toronto

EoTUenS e 5L Lhopers 78
ursday’s games

Gloveland 99 Alania

New York 89,

New Jerse éa Phl\ade\pmaw

mohi
oS,
Bee' 13 foccament
LA Lakers 87, wasmnqmnm

Bhoeni 165, Clippe:
oy Y Games

Cleveland at Toronto.
Denver at Indiana

attle
Phoenix at Sacramento
d of preseason

Swiss Indoors
Thursday
aestlskabehate
Basel, Sy
Purse: S35 s
Surface Carra mlnor

cond Rou
Bohdan Ulinrach, Saaeh Republic def. Ivo
Heuberger,Switzefland. &1, 6-
an Koubek, Austria, déf Gaston Gaud-
1003, Argntn
TimHenman (2) Britan ot Wesley Mood-
ie, South ), 6.7 (0)
Bavid Nalbandfan (3, Argeriing, def. Vin-
cent Spadeg, United Stdtes 4.
ivan roalia, déf. Jerome Haeh-
nel France, &3>
Rainer suhuemer (6). Germany, def. Marco
chudinell Switzerland, 7 s(a} 2.
Nicolas Massu (7), C Mai
baleta. Argentine,

Stockholm Open

ic,

At xung.l, Tenmshallen
Purse SELEA08 G Series)
R L
Singles

Fernando Verdasen (&) spain, def. Rae-
mon Sluiter, Netherlands, &-4, 6-2.

Michael Ryderstedt, Sweden, def. Feli-
Spain, 64, 6-7 (4), 6-
), Gérmany, def. Kenneth

cartson b
Joachim Johansson ), _Sweden, def.
Jan-Michael Gambill, United States, 6-4, 6-4.

Andre AGass! (. Umled g States, def. Jonas
Bjorkman, Sweden,

St. Petershurg Open

Purse: S1 tl.
Surface; Carpet-Indoor

ond Round
Michael Liodis G France, def. Michael
Kohimann, Germany, 7-6 (3), 6
Ivo Karloyic, szl\ahde‘ Alex_ Corretia,
spain, 7- ®).

Marat Safin (1), Russia, def. Sargis Sarg-
sian Armenia, 64,6

hail Y.
. Belarus, 75,

Generali Ladies Open
lhulsdly

ny (4) Russia, def. Max Mir-

At Intersp

Purse: sfks,soo (Tier I

Surface: Hard-Indoor
ngles

Vera Zvonarers (0 Tigeers, def. Nathalie
Dechy, France, 7-6 (53, 6-4.

Meghann Shaughnessy, nited  states,
def. Julla Schruft, 5,62

Amelle Vauresmo (1), France, Ger. Marta
Domachovska, P

e IV el Momenegro, def.
Barbara Schett, Alstria, 6.3, 6-1
msu?ama(m, Japan, def. Daniela Hantu-
chova, Sfovakia, 62, 6-1.

SEAT Open
Thursda
atek Svumemer Kockelsheuer

abel Medin
Pagla Suarts (1 Ao

Alicia Molik
sanchez Lorenzo. ot 16 (3, 16 ()
ublic, def. Eleni

Kveta Peschie, Czech Re,
nammnou (72 Greece &3, 4.
def.

FiRANGLS 3, 6

0hrysler Champlonshm
At Washn Inlllsbmok Gnll Club
Ilalh

Sab; par 11 (16 35)
ound

Emma Laine,

Rod Pamplinc
Billy. sz‘f)awg

mmy Armour 1
oms

PRO AND COLLEGE TEA)
ARE Msemlmm WITA 'mﬁ
TRANSPORTATION SECURITY

AT
ADMMSTRATVON FOR LESS
STRINGENT SCREENING OF

HE 'S AFRICAN-
IERICAN, He'e
FROM ALABAMA.
THE ONLY TIME.
RE's BVER LEFT
ALABAMA 15 TO
PLAY FOOTBALL.

Robert Allenby

Krron Gpernolser
TegPurdy
Hais,

Nilas sl

Cralg Batlow
Steve Allan
Heath siocum
Greg Chaimers
Peter Lonard

Frank Lickliter Il
Crai

Mawas emnhcrg
Rk kaor

Fuiton Allem

David Gossett

Hunter Mahan

oc
Brad aauer 3¢
CJ Nine Bridges CI

rid

es Llub Cor

leju, Sauth Korea

Jugsé 5138 mill mlllon
e

Catriona Matthew
Angela Stanford
Jeong Jang
Soo-Yun Kang
Backy Morgan
Kate Golden
Jamie Hullett

Grace Lee

Payla Marti .
Jackie Gallagher-smith
Bo Bae Son
Michelle el
Woo-Saon

M\chel\e Esml

assic
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Utah’s mo

Utes’ quest

for perfection
faces obstacles
in Mtn. West

BY RALPH D. RUSSO

The Associated Press

Utah will be a big favorite in its
last four games against Mountain
West Conference opponems start-

ing Saturday
at San Diego
State.

College

Picks stll, it
might not be
as easy as it looks for the Utes
(7-0) to finish the regular season
unbeaten.

Familiarity, home-field advan-
tage and emotion could all help
derail Utah’s hopes of becoming
the first team from a non-BCS
conference to participate in the
Bowl Championship Series.

The Utes would guarantee
themselves a spot in one of the
four marquee bowl games and
more than $14 million by finish-
ig in the top six in the BCS stand-
ings. They moved into sixth place
this week, a spot that will be
tough to hold even if they do beat
San Diego State, Colorado State,
‘Wyoming and BYU.

The Aztecs, Rams, Cowboys
and Cougars will aim to be a spoil-

er.

Also, they all faced Utah last
season, so coach Urban Meyer’s
diverse offense, led by quarter-
back Alex Smith, isn’t going to
catch them off guard.

Plus, the conference title race
isn’t over. Colorado State and
BYU each has only one MWC loss
and could still be in the running
for a championship when they
face the Utes.

Remember last year? TCU’s
BCS dreams were ended by
Southern  Mississippi,
ended up winning the Conference
USA title.

The Utes do catch a break by
getting the Rams and Cougars at
home. They play at Wyoming and
San Diego State.

But while San Diego State (2-5,
0-3) has been a disappointment,
the Aztecs’ defense was good
enough to give Michigan fits this
year. And the Cowboys (4-3, 1-2)
beat Mississippi at Laramie in
September.

“Anything can happen. For me,
I’'m not too familiar with the rank-
ings,” Utah offensive lineman
Tavo Tupula said. “I'm just wor-
ried about my assignments.
Tha& 'sa tough responsibility as it

* e picks:
Saturday

No. 1 Southern Cal (minus 24)
at Washington State: Trojans
have been ranked in top 10 for 26
straight games ... USC 37-10.

No. 2 Oklahoma (minus 12) at
No. 20 Oklahoma State: First of
two stralght tough road games for
Soor OKLAHOMA 33-24.

N 0. 3 Auburn (minus 18) at Mis-
sissippi: Tigers won't let it slip

inous task

Utah quarterback Alex Smith will face the top-ranked defense in the
Mountain West Conference when the Utes play at San Diego State on

Saturday. After this weekend, Utah’s remai

g regular-season games

are against Colorado State, Wyoming and Brigham Young.

away against Rebels this time ...
AUBURN 35-13.

No. 4 Miami (minus 21'2) at
North Carolina: Canes could sim-
ply pound Tar Heels ... MIAMI
48-20.

No. 5 Florida State (minus
10Y2) at Maryland: "Noles’ swarm-
ing defense vs. Terps’ inept of-
fense ... FLORIDA STATE 20-3.

No. 7 California (minus 15‘/2)
vs. No. 20 Arizona State: Cal h:
scored 106 in two straight Sicto
ries over Sun Devils ... CALIFOR-
NIA 47-24.

No. 8 Texas (minus 14) at Colo-

Morency figures to provide a
challenge for second-ranked
‘Oklahoma on Saturday. The Cow-
boys have beaten the Sooners in
two of the past three meetings.

rado: Buffs have worst defense in
Big 12 ... TEXAS 37-17.

No. 9 Utah (minus 18') at San
Diego State: Aztecs have No. 1 de-
fense in MWC ... UTAH 26-13.

No. 10 Georgia (minus 7) vs.
Florida at Jacksonville, Fla.: Win
one for the Zooker — or not ...
GEORGIA 28-17.

No. 11 Tennessee (pick) at
South Carolina: Gamecocks help
Georgia in SEC East race
SOUTH CAROLINA 20-16.

Michigan State (plus 11) at No.
12 Michigan: Spartans QB Drew
Stanton 1s fifth in Big 10 in rush-
i 24-17.

No. 15 West Virginia (minus
14Y2) at Rutger: taineers

Mount
rolling through Big East to BCS
bowl ... WEST VIRGINIA 37-18.
No. 16 Texas A&M (minus 24)
at Baylor: Aggies gearing up for
Sooners ... TEXAS A&M 37-0.
No. 17 Purdlle (minus 9%2) at

Northwestern:  Boilermakers
could be sluggish after two
straight losses ... PURDUE

Vanderbilt (plus 24) at No. 19
LSU: First meeting since 1997 ...

LSU 42-13.

No. 23 Towa (minus 11) at Illi-
nois: Illini have lost 13 straight
Big Ten games ... IOWA 27-10.

No. 24 Minnesota (minus 17%2)

Last week: 19-4 (straight);
15-7-1 (vs. points).
Season:  123-30  (straight);

76-67-3 (vs. points).
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[ College footh

schedule/statistics

Weekend schedule

Saturday, Oct. 30
Princeton at Cornell
Richmond at Hofstra

o Cannectt S5 at Monmouth, N

rown at

olumbia at Yale

tarist at Duquesne

elaware at Navy

t. Peter's at Rohert Morris

onnecticut at Syra

acred Heart tstony Brook

William & Mary at Towson
UTH

.G State at Clemson
uke at

jebber mtema(mna\ atsacksonville
ennessee at South Carolina

Tennessee Tech a
Fiotda ve Georoia a. Jacksonwna Fla.
Florida st ot t Maryland

idaho at Tro

ANabama "A&M vs. Alabama st. at Birming-

Florida Atlantic at Florida A&M

Bethune t

isiana

lowa at lllinois
Missouri at Nebras
Purdue at Northweskem
Penn St. at

 Michigan al CCent. Michigan
rak at Dayton

i Diego at Butler

mr\esota at Indiana
ansas at low

Northwestern 3t at N. Dakota st.
enn-Marti at SE Missourl
nessee St.at . linols
TCU at Gincinnati
chigan st. at Vichigan
Ono at Kent .
a st af Youngstown St
Hlmols atgals

Mlchlgan at sowlmg Greer\
fexas Tech at Kan
W o S, >

Oklahoma at Oklahom:
o Houston ot at Stephen F.Austin
Rice at Tulsa
Jackson st. at Ark.-Pine Bluff
Tulane at Housto

A&M at Baylo
LuRS e hdorod St North Texas
Grambiing St.at Texas Southern

New Mexico at Colorado st

et - 2L E Washington
Weber st. at Id
e hi Sam Joct 2t
Montanaat Portiand st
Oregon St. at Ari
Southern cal at washington st.
Fla. International at New Mexico St.
Montana-Western at . Utah
UC Davs at cal Poly.SL
tontana St. at N. Arizona, 9 p.m.
U ar San blego St
SWU at Fresno st

Division I-A statistics
Total offense

Plays Yds Yds Pg
California 411 3050 508.
Louisville 460 3039 506.5
Texas Tech 555 3475 4964
Utah 504 3422 4889
Boise St. 568 3372 481.7
Toledo 585 3843 4804
Minnesota S62 3817 4771
Virginia 499 3258 4654
Bowling Green 503 3254
Oklahoma 521 3204 457 7
Northern IIl. 582 3645 4556
Purdue 507 3175 4536
Texas A&M 483 3159 451 3
Texas 503 3146
Oregon B v

Rushing offense

r Yds Yds Pg
Rice 38 2207 3281
Texas 31 2112 3017
Minnesota 387 2227 2784
Oklahoma st. 378 1886 2694

343 2630

West Virginia 1841
vy 394 1816 2594

A\r Force 399 1749 249
Virginia 30 1743 24
Cahfarma 252 N73 245
315 1681  240.]
Coatsvie 32 150 2
Alabama 360 1808  226.(
Northern Ill. 368 1779 2224
Oklahoma 314 1537 219
UCLA 280 149 213
Passing offense
tt Cp Yds
Texas Tech 406 260 2969
waii 302 174 208
Toledo 573 183 2561
Bowling Green 265 179 2239
Purdue 254 163 2204
Oregon St. 321 166 2067
M\dd\e Tenn. St. 256 192 2061
292 179 2034
Flz Al\ar\(lc 199 120 1725
Arizor 279 153 2005
Bngham voung 325 178 2264
Boise St. 220 139 1972
U 235 137 1964 2
ohio) 20172 223
9 161 1951 278.
Total defense
Plays Yds Yds Pg
Alat 457 1774 221.7
Nurlh sz\ma St. 438 1638 234
Wisconsin 499 1891
Auburn 487 1949 243
Lsu 434 1763 251
411 1837 262
1858
438 1860
84 1613 268.8
51 1889 26
06 2205 275.6
Sou!h Carc\ma 442 1946 2780
1679 279.
lowa 466 1959 279.8
Missouri 26 1084 283.4
Rushing defense
Car Yds Yds Pg
Boise St. 184 440 629
Florida St. 226 481 687
Michigan 256 573 716
lowa 220 504 720
lahoma 213 535 764
Southern California 217 577 824
California 201 516 860
Wisconsin 9 713 81
Troy 272 655 936
Purdue 229 668 954
%5 768 960
Louisville 182 588 980
Nebraska 240 695 993
tre Dame 276 799 999
Boston College 237 701 100.1
Passing defense
\tt Cp Yds TDs Pts
A\zhzma 171 69 853 6 8331
119 1178 .46
Souh Caro\ma 251181176 3 9097
Fresno 181 86 1041 5 9610

Vg Fech

Texas Ted .71
510073

17 8 102 ¢ dores

Missourt

Div. I-A indivi dual statistic:
Rus|

Car Yds Avg Yds Pg
Thol mas, No. Texas 151 997 656 166.:
Benson, Texa: 187 1156 62 165.
Morency, Ok\ahoma St. 190 1153 6.1 164.]
Arrington, Cal 128 918 7.2 153.(
loats, La. Tech 182 1213 6.7 151
Peterson, Oklahoma 177 1023 58 146.]
illi , Memphis 182 941 52 1344
nes, Army. 105 757 12 126
proles, Kansas St. 170 853 5.0 121
/olfe, No. lllinois 162 967 6.0 120
Jorsey, UNLV 153 945 6.2 118.]
taroney, Minnesota 145 941 65 117.
lart, Michigan 187 936 5.0 117.
eymour,c Michigan 156 809 52 115.
rew, U 120 787 66 112
Passing
Att Cp Yo
16 8 164 71792
48 111 1376 14 1789
151103 1490 13 1769
" 251 181 2386 19 1
mith, 0 109 1607 15 170.3
lackne 1 1776 18 1¢
1 257 176 2200 20 164.5

ue
i
a 6
ogers, San Jos se Sk, 98 795 91515
ransky, Boise St. 200 129 1803 11 1504
Leak, Florida 227 1 1831 17 148.0
Receiving
Gms Ct Vds CtPg
idgeway, Ball State 7 96
ernal-Wood, Idaho 67 84
wens, Hawa\ a1 5\6 78
oses, Rutg s4 578 77
nght Mvdd\e Tenn 54 719 7.7
lover, Texas Tech 52 567 74
ass, Oregon St. 51798 73
dwards, Michigan 58 806 7.3
hilmore, Northwestern 50 574 7.1
Flowers, Nevada 57 750 7.1
Webb, San Diego St. 49 594 7.0
Deslaurie, E. Michigan 49 755 1.0
Dowery, Kent State 42 362 70
Moore, Toledo 56 663 1.0
ks, Texas Tech 48 894 69
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No. 22 Va. Tech rallies past Georgia Tech

25-point fourth quarter keeps Hokies in running for ACC championship

Virginia Tech wide receiver Josh
Morgan heads for the go-ahead
touchdown on a 51-yard pass
from Bryan Randall on Thursday
night. Virginia Tech won 34-20.

BY PAUL NEWBERRY
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — If Virginia Tech
goes on to win the Atlantic Coast
Conference, remember the last
5Y: minutes at Georgia Tech.

For most of the game, the Hok-
ies couldn’t do anything right.

, in a stunning turn-
around, they could do no wrong.

Bryan Randall threw two long
touchdown passes and Roland
Minor finished off the Yellow
Jackets with a 64-yard intercep-
tion return, rallying No. 22 Virgin-
ia Tech to a wild 34-20 victory
Thursday night.

For the Hokies (6-2, 3-1 ACC),
this was a crucial victory. They re-
mained one game behind Miami
in the loss column, with a sea-
son-ending game against the Hur-
ricanes at the Orange Bowl.

“This is one of those wins that
is great for your football pro-
gram,” coach Frank Beamer said.
“I hope we build on it. The way
we did it, the way we hung in
there, we never gave up.”

Randall passed for 304 yards,
also hooking up with David
Clowney on a 34-yard touchdown
in the second quarter.

Randall really shined at the
end.

He threw an 80-yard scoring
pass to Eddie Royal with 5:28 re-
‘maining, then completed a desper-
ation pass for the tying two-point
conversion.

“When we tied it, we knew we
had the momentum,” Randall
said.

“We didn’t think our defense
would give up any more points.”

Georgia Tech’s did. On the Hok-
ies’ next series, Randall ran for
32 yards, then connected with
Josh Morgan for a Sl-yard TD
with 3:10 remaining.

Minor, a redshirt freshman, in-
tercepted two passes by Reggie
Ball in the final 2% minutes, re-
turning the second for the touch-
down that capped a 25-point
fourth quarter by the Hokies.

Georgia Tech (4-3, 3-3) scored
two touchdowns less than a
minute apart in the second quar-
ter for a 14-0 lead. But the Yellow
Jackets couldn’t hold it, their high-
ly ranked defense falling apart in
the final period.

After giving up a total of 265
yards in its two previous games,
the Yellow Jackets were burned
for 446 yards in this one.

“It hurts to let one get away like
this, where we thought we were
in pretty good shape going into
the fourth quarter,” coach Chan

Gailey said. “We gave up some
big plays and just couldn’t sustain
anything offensively.”

Randall completed 18 of 31
passes and also played a big role
in the running game, accounting
for 64 yards on nine carries.

Georgia Tech was still looking
good after Travis Bell kicked his
second field goal, a 34-yarder
with 5:44 remaining for a 20-12
lead.

“Things were going wrong,”
Virginia Tech coach Frank Beam-
er said. “It looked like every time
things were turning around for
us, we did something else.”

But the Hokies managed to sur-
vive on a foggy, wacky night in
downtown Atlanta. The teams
combined for seven turnovers,
173 yards in penalties and plenty
of head-scratching plays.

Ball inexplicably ran out of the
back of the end zone in the third
quarter to give Virginia Tech a
safety. The Hokies had to settle
for a field goal early in the fourth
after having first and goal inside
the Georgia Tech 1.

In the first half, the teams spent
plenty of time giving each other
the ball.

Randall fumbled deep in Geor-
gia Tech territory, while Georgia
Tech’s star running back, P.J.

Daniels, lost the ball twice on the
Hokies side of the field.

After Daniels’ second fumble,
Randall gave the ball right back
with an ill-advised pass over the
middle that was picked off by But-
ler and returned to the Hokies 39.

Finally, someone took advan-
tage. Ball threw a 27-yard pass to
Nate Curry, then hooked up with
Calvin Johnson in the back of the
end zone for a 9-yard touchdown.

Virginia Tech couldn’t even get
its offense back on the field.

On the ensuing kickoff, Royal
was hit from behind and fumbled,
with Georgia Tech’s Jamal Lewis
recovering at the Hokies 28.

Ball completed a 15-yard pass
to Darius Williams, then Daniels
redeemed himself for the fum-
bles with a 13-scoring run that
made it 14-0. The TDs came just
46 seconds apart.

Bell’s 46- yard field goal with 35
seconds left in the first half sent
Georgia Tech to the locker room
with a 17-7 lead.

“To come back after that, boy,
it took some big-time players,”
Beamer said.

No one was bigger than Ran-
dall, who called it “one of the best
moments of my career.”

And one that might be worth re-
membering at the end of the sea-
son.

Cal not spending time calculating BCS chances

With four favorable matchups remaining, first Rose Bowl in 45 years among the possibilities for No. 7 Golden Bears

BY GREG BEACHAM
The Associated Press

BERKELEY, Calif. — Though
they attend one of the nation’s
most prestigious public universi-
ties, don’t ask California’s football
players to declpher their chances
of playing in a Bowl Champion-
ship Series game.

“I think you have to go to grad
school for that,” defensive end
Tom Sverchek said. “We’re not
going to even try. If we get too
caught up in looking ahead to Jan-
uary and lose right now, it won’t
matter.”

The seventh-ranked Golden
Bears (5-1, 3-1 Pac-10) still have
plenty of work to do. But after
years of mediocrity and turmoil
at Cal, it's becoming difficult to
avoid thoughts of the school’s
first New Year’s Day bowl since
the 1991 season — particularly a
chance at Cal’s first trip to the
Rose Bowl in 45 years.

Starting in Saturday night’s
meeting with No. 20 Arizona
State, Cal finishes its conference
schedule with three home games
and a trip to lowly Washington.
The Bears should be a heavy fa-
vorite in all four, as well as their
hurricane-postponed  trip  to
Southern Mississippi in Decem-
ber.

They're eighth in the current
BCS rankings, though those num-
bers won’t mean much until the
season ends. If Southern Califor-
nia also wins out and reaches the

Cal's Jonathan Makonnen celebrates after scoring during the Golden Bears’ 38-0 victory over Arizona in
Tucson, Ariz., on Oct. 23. Cal (5-1) is headed toward its first New Year’s Day bowl since the 1991 season.

national title game, the Bears ex-
pect to have a clear shot at the
Rose Bowl — at least they hope
so.

Even with five season-ending
victories, the Bears don’t know
whether they’ll be good enough to
earn a BCS spot. There are still
too many variables: Utah’s com-
puter rankings, Florida State’s for-

tunes or even a loss by the Tro-
jans could damage the Bears’
hopes.

“Every game is for the Rose
Bowl, that's how we look at it,”
center Marvin Philip said. “It’s
tough, because that’s our goal.
You don’t want to be out there
every week thinking everything
is riding on every play, but it's

hard to put that stuff in the back
of your mind, too.

The players hear about their
Rose Bowl chances from students
and boosters. A few have tried to
follow the BCS rankings in the
newspaper, though defensive end
Ryan Riddle only got a headache.

Riddle is among the players
who long for a playoff system —

and a chance for a rematch with
the ninth-ranked Utes, who beat
Cal in Salt Lake City last year.

“Their schedule is pretty lacka-
daisical from here on out, and if
they end up going undefeated, it's
kind of sad that we wouldn’t have
a chance to play them,” said Rid-
dle, second in the Pac-10 with
seven sacks. “I feel kind of bitter
about that team, just because
they beat us last year.

“As a fan of the game, I have
my thoughts [about the BCS], but
1 personally believe they should
have playoffs. [Utah] could end
up going undefeated and not have
a shot at the national champion-
ship. To me, that's a sign that
something is wrong with the sys-
tem.”

All this uncertainty actually
works out perfectly for coach Jeff
Tedford, who claims to have no
idea or interest in his school’s
spot in the national picture.

Cal isn’t a perennial football
power with a roster of elite high
school All-Americans who expect
to be in the national title hunt
every year, so the novelty of the
Bears’ success could be intoxicat-
ing — but since it's so complicat-
ed, it's easier to keep his players
focused on the next opponent.

“I don’t know how you hold all
that stuff away from them,” Ted-
ford said. “I just know how we ad-
dress them. I think that we're ma-
ture enough and experienced
enough to know that it’s one week
at a time. We don’t ever look for-
ward.”
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Mourning plays for first time
since Dec. kidney transplant

BY TOM CANAVAN
The Associated Press

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. —
Alonzo Mourning’s first game
back after a kidney transplant
less than a year ago was a lot like
the other 600-plus games in his
NBA career.

“The only thing I can tell you is
1 felt his presence,” Philadelphia
76ers center Samual Dalembert
said. “I got a couple of blows to
my mouth. It's going to be hard
for me to eat tonight.”

Showing remarkable endur-
ance and strength in his first NBA
game since getting a new kidney
on Dec. 19, Mourning had 12
points and five rebounds in lead-
ing the New Jersey Nets to a
96-94 preseason victory over the
76ers on Thursday night.

Mourning ran the court well,
shot well, rebounded and was a
physical presence in the paint,
giving the Nets a boost less than a
week before their season opener

against Shaquille O'Neal and the
Miami Heat.

And Mourning appeared to be
having fun, joking with Sixers
guard Allen Iverson after being
called for an offensive foul.

“I have been playing this game
for over 20 years” a mat
ter-of-fact Mourning said_after
the game. “It’s just like riding a
bike, you never forget. If you

New Jersey's Alonzo Mourning
(33) had 12 points and five re-
bounds Thursday in the Nets’
96-94 e n victory over the
Philadelphia 76ers. It was Mourn-
ing’s first game since receiving a
new kidney on Dec. 19, 2003.

haven’t ridden one in three years,
they throw one in front of you,
you know what to do with it.”

The 34-year-old Mourning
showed what he meant just sec-
onds after peeling off his sweat
pants and reporting into the game
with 6:15 left in the first quarter.

Mourning ran a pick-and-roll
with Richard Jefferson, and it left
him wide open near the foul line.
Jefferson gave him the ball and
Mourning swished a jumper.

The fans in sparsely filled Con-
tinental Airlines Arena, who had

given Mourning a standing ova-
tion when he entered the game,
cheered even more.

Mourning was supposed to play
eight to 10 minutes, but he re-
markably almost doubled that.
Coach Lawrence Frank even
asked him at one point in the sec-
ond quarter if he was OK. Mourn-
ing smiled and said, “Yes.”

Mourning, who played in each
quarter, fouled out on a charging
call with 7:50 left in the game.
The 12-year-veteran was 3-for-5
from the field and 6-for-10 from
the line.

“ wasn’t thinking of an individ-
ual type of satisfaction,” Mourn-
ing said. “I do know a year ago
playing preseason games was
physically more of a struggle, and
you don’t realize that until now.
Back then, I had learned to deal
with fatigue.”

Mourning, who got a new kid-
ney from a cousin in December,
said it is working perfectly and he
is feeling much better.

“As far as my overall condition-
ing, it does need to be a little bet-
ter,” Mourning said. “At the same
time, I think my recovery is doing
a lot better because I have a new
organ that is doing its job. That
makes a world of difference.”

Mourning said the only thing
that will prevent him from play-
ing is if his doctors tell him to stop
or his body rejects his new kid-
ney.

Mystics’ Holdsclaw
battling depression

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Mystics star
Chamique Holdsclaw says she
left the team in the middle of the
WNBA season because of depres-
sion.

Holdsclaw, then the league’s
second-leading scorer, stopped
playing for the Mystics in July to
deal with an undisclosed medical
issue. She felt afraid and
ashamed to discuss what was
wrong with her, she told The
Washington Post in her first inter-
view since her departure.

“Depression, people just don’t
realize how it can take over your
mind,” said Holdsclaw, the WN-
BA’s No. 1 overall pick in 1999.

“Yes, I was walking around and
looked fine.”

She has been under a psychia-
trist’s care since becoming in-
creasingly withdrawn, alienated
from teammates and family and
even her oldest confidantes, she
said. She changed her cell phone
number so that Washington gener-
al manager Pat Summitt, her
former coach at Tennessee,
couldn’t reach her.

“I just kind of had to break
away from all that,” said Hold-
sclaw, who added that she slept a
lot. “I was just doing my own

thing, just living without all of the
expectations.”

The Mystics went on an improb-
able playoff run in her absence,
winning five of their last six regu-
lar-season games before losing to
Connecticut in the first round of
the Eastern Conference playoffs.

Holdsclaw said she never
watched her teammates or any
other sports on TV. She sat on the
couch in her apartment just a
block from the MCI Center.

“Everything was negative,” she
said. “Dark.”

One Mystics fan confronted her
in public about her absence, she
said.

A passing motorist rolled down
his window and began berating
her, telling her, “You need to get
it together! You need to get back
on the court!”

Holdsclaw responded angrily.

“Do you know me?” she shout-
ed “You don’t know me!”

Holdsclaw missed seven of the
Mystics’ final eight games. The
forward refused to discuss the
reason for her absence, other
than to rule out cancer, pregnan-
cy and drug addiction.

In a statement issued last
month by the team, Holdsclaw
said her condition is not
life-threatening or career-threat-
ening.
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Sluman’s 62
leads PGA
event in Fla.

The Associated Press

PALM HARBOR, Fla. — A few hours after Jeff
Sluman finished his record-setting round, the score-
board behind him on the putting green made it clear

that no one was going to catch his
9-under 62 in the Chrysler Cham-
pionship.
Before long, players walked by
with their congratulations.
“Tell me you stopped after 16,”
Peter Jacobsen said.

Kevin Na took the belly putter from Sluman and
said, “Why are you practicing?”

It's been a while since Sluman was the center of at-
tention. It felt even longer since he has seen so many
shots go where he was aiming, and so many putts dis-
appear into the hole.

Sluman missed only one green Thursday, made
nine birdies and never came close to a bogey in
building a two-shot lead on the Copperhead course
at Innisbrook that played nearly a half-shot over
par. The previous course record was 63 by K.J. Choi
in the opening round two years ago.

Jonathan Kaye and Kent Jones — one guy trying
to get into the Tour Championship, the other trying
to keep his PGA Tour card — were at 64. Kaye got
there in style with a hole-in-one on No. 17, and finish-
ing with a birdie.

Vijay Singh, who needs only a top 15 at Innisbrook
to assure himself a $10 million season, had a 65.

The only thing Sluman lacked was an explanation.

“It was one of those days that, because you're play-
ing so well, it just seems easy,” Sluman said. “And
you kind of wonder to yourself why in the world you
can’t do that more often.”

Sluman isn’t starving, but he is only No. 79 on the
‘money list and one of the few guys who isn’t on some
kind of bubble in the final full-field tournament of

Sunday will decide who gets into the Tour Champi-
onship (top 30 on the money list), the Masters (top
40) and who keeps their jobs next year (top 125).

That’s why it was such a good start — and a great
finish — for Kaye, who is 32nd on the money list
$32,000 behind the guy in 30th place. And it was
even more important to Jones, who is 124th on the
money list and showed up in Tampa some $1,200
over Olin Browne at No. 125.
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Jeff Sluman, above, played Thursday on the Copper-
head course at Innisbrook, which played nearly a

half-shot over par. The previous course record of 63
was set by K.J. Choi in the first round two years ago.

Kirk Triplett made six birdies on his first eight
holes, cooling from there to join Jones and Kay at 64.

Justin Rose of England had a 65 and was tied with
Singh.

Sluman has to win to play next week at East Lake
or in April at Augusta National.

Garcia, Lara share lead of Volvo Masters

SOTOGRANDE, Spain — Sergio Garcia shot a
4-under-par 67 in windy conditions Thursday to
share the first-round lead of the Volvo Masters with
fellow Spaniard Jose Manuel Lara, who was stung
by a bee early in his round.

Brian Davis and Alastair Forsyth were at 68, with
Luke Donald, Peter O'Malley, Christian Cevaer and
Jonathan Lomas at 69. Colin Montgomerie, who won
on this course in 1993 and shared the title with Bern-
hard Langer two years ago, shot 75.

There is not cut in this event that ends the Europe-
an tour season. The European Order of Merit title,
usually decided in this tournament, has been won by
Ernie Els, who is not playing.

Koch, Park pace LPGA field in S. Korea

JEJU, South Korea — Carin Koch of Sweden and
South Korea’s Grace Park shot 6-under 66 on Fri-
day, taking the lead after the first round of the LP-
GA’s CJ Nine Bridges Classic.

Koch, looking for her second LPGA Tour victory,
‘made four straight birdies to start her round.

Jill McGill of the United States and England’s
Karen Stupples shot S-under 67.

Mexico’s Lorena Ochoa, who had a hole-in-one on
No. 13, shot 4-under 68.

As NASCAR gets back to business,
Busch leads the chase for the Cup

BY PAUL NEWBERRY

The Associated Press

PTON, a. — The
NASCAR family paused for a few
days to mourn.

Now it’s back to business.

The seventh stop in NASCAR’s
championship chase is Atlanta
Motor Speedway, where Kurt
Busch will try to extend his lead
over Jeff Gordon and Dale Earn-
hardt Jr. in Sunday’s Bass Pro
Shops MBNA 500.

Not that it's business as usual.

The sport was rocked last Sun-
day by the plane crash that killed
the son, brother and twin nieces
of prominent car owner Rick Hen-
drick. They were traveling to the
race in Martinsville, Va., and the
team plane slammed into the side
of a mountain.

All 10 people aboard were
killed, including the general man-
ager of Hendrick Motorsports,
the team’s chief engine builder,

and a pilot for NASCAR driver
Tony Stewart.

“There will be a somber feeling
to things,” said Busch, who holds
a 96-point lead over Gordon with
just four races remaining. “It's a
tight-knit community, and we're
all going to be here to support the
Hendrick family.”

NASCAR and at least one major
sponsor cut back on their promo-
tional events during the week out
of respect for the victims.

Candlelight vigils were held in
North Carolina. But this is a sport
that’s accustomed to dealing with
death, so calling off the next race
was never an option.

All of Hendrick’s drivers —
Gordon, Jimmie Johnson, Terry
Labonte and Brian Vickers — will
be racing on the high-banked,
1.54-mile oval that usually pro-
duces the fastest speeds on the
Nextel Cup circuit.

Gordon, a four-time champion,

is the team’s best hope for a title
in 2004, though Johnson has
jumped up to fourth by winning
‘the past two races.

The 26-year-old Busch is clear-
ly in the driver’s seat, poised to be-
come the d cham-

Stern: Owners want relief
from some long-term deals

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Defining one of
the goals of owners in collective
bargaining talks, NBA Commis-
sioner David Stern said teams
would like relief from long-term
contract obligations to unproduc-
tive players.

The NBA’s seven-year labor
agreement expires after the up-
coming season, and the league
and players’ union have been
holding preliminary talks on a
new deal — the first since the
sides went through a costly lock-
out that wiped out a large portion
of the 1998-99 season.

Sounding a fairly optimistic
tone, Stern said it was far too
early in the process to even be
speaking about the possibility of
another lockout.

But he did give some insight
into what’s behind one of the own-
ers’ current proposals — cutting
the maximum length of contracts
from seven years to four.

“Owners, on balance, want to
come up with system that’s a bit
more profitable than the existing
system and doesn’t reward play-
ers who are no longer in the
league — or who shouldn’t be in
the league at higher prices,”
Stern said Thursday in a confer-
ence call with reporters.

“Players getting contracts and
not playing in the league is taking
money from players who are in
the league and are playing heavi-
ly. That’s what gets us into discus-
sions of shorter contracts,” Stern
said.

Stern met with ownership’s ne-
gotiating committee earlier this
week during the league’s Board
of Governors meeting, g'iving a
briefing on what

Sports briefs

Cavs decline option on Wagner

CLEVELAND — Guard Da-
juan Wagner will become a free
agent after this season because
the Cleveland Cavaliers declined
their $3.4 million contract option
for 2005-06 on Friday.

The sixth overall pick in the
2002 draft, Wagner has shown
flashes of being a productive play-
er. He averaged 13.4 points in 47
gamesasa rookie and 6.5 last sea-
son in 44 games. He missed 33
games after knee surgery.

Wagner sprained his ankle dur-
ing the preseason and might
begin the regular season on the in-
jured list.

Dotson ruled incompetent
to stand trial in murder case

WACO, Texas — The former
Baylor basketball player charged
with murdering a teammate was
ruled incompetent to stand trial
on Thursday.

Carlton Dotson, 22, was sent by
District Judge George Allen to a
state mental hospital for up to
four months, after which his com-
petence will be re-evaluated.

Dotson could get life in prison
if convicted of shooting Patrick
Dennehy, who was missing for
about six weeks before his body
was found in 2003 in a field near
Baylor’'s Waco campus.

Agassi cruises to semis
in Stockholm
STOCKHOLM, Sweden —

Top-seeded Andre Agassi won his
third straight-sets match in a row,

been established in talks wnh Lhe
union.

The union is seeking greater
freedom of movement for play-
ers, along with an end to the es-
crow tax system under which 10
percent of players’ paychecks are
withheld, and the luxury tax sys-
tem that penalizes owners with
the highest payrolls.

Stern also said he has asked for
a 20-year-old age limit, with in-
centives provided to players who
defer their draft eligibility to stay
in college. The union says it ada-
mantly opposes raising the cur-
rent age limit of 18.

“There are lots of proposals
and ideas going around. We re-
to a process that

pion in NASCAR’s modern era.
The only driver he can’t surpass
is Gordon, who was 24 when he
won the first of his titles in 1995.

Earnhardt trails by 125 points,
while Johnson is a whopping 207
points behind. Everyone behind
Busch in the 10-man champion-
ship chase needs the leader to
have a major meltdown.

For instance, if Gordon wins
the last four races and picked up
the maximum number of points,
Busch could still claim the title by
one point if he averaged a
fourth-place finish and led only
one lap the rest of the way.

ardt’s title hopes took a
major blow last week when he got
caught up in a wreck and finished
33rd in the Subway 500.

main
guarantees the players a specific
percentage of revenues,” Stern
said. “We're talking more about
certain approaches as to redistrib-
uting money than we are about
major efforts to clamp that
money down.”

NBA owners are also seeking a
reduction in the size of annual
raises given in long-term con-
tracts. Currently, players can re-
ceive 12.5 percent raises if they
re-sign with their current team;
10 percent if they sign with a new
team as a free agent.

Owners are also seeking a re-
duction in the starting salary for
the midlevel exception, which al-
lows teams over the salary cap to
free agents.

to the of the-
Stockholm Open on Friday.

The American veteran, who
lost in the quarterfinals in 1989
and 1994 at the Globe Arena
across town, beat Spain’s Fernan-
do Verdasco 7-6 (4), 6-2 on the
Royal Tennis Hall’s fast Plexi-
pave court.

Germany’s Tommy Haas, the
fourth seed, also made the final
four, defeating Olivier Rochus of
Belgium 6-3, 7-6 (4).

Haas will play Agassi in Satur-
day’s semifinals.

Next year’s Tour de France

route tougher for Armstrong

PARIS — The 2005 Tour de
France might give other riders
their best chance to test Lance
Armstrong, if he goes for a sev-
enth straight title.

Organizers unveiled the 2005
Tour route, which runs from July
2-24, passes through Germany
and features 21 stages over 2,222
miles.

The mountaintop finishes are
less intense and the time trials
shorter, possibly cutting into Arm-
strong’s strengths.

Replacing the customary open-
ing day prologue is an 11.8-mile
time trial from Fromentiere to
Noirmoutier-en-L'Tle. Armstrong
usually dominates clock races,
and the short distance of the open-
ing stage seems designed to mini-
mize the gaps the Texan can
open.
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After DUI arrest, Redskins
bench rookie safety Taylor

The Associated Press

ASHBURN, Va. — The tumultu-
ous rookie season of Washington
Redskins rookie Sean Taylor hit a

new low in the
early hours
Thursday when
he was arrested
on a drunken
driving charge.

The No. S overall draft pick
from Miami then compounded his
ordeal by keeping the Redskins
guessing as to his whereabouts
until he arrived at Redskins Park
in the afternoon, well after the
team’s practice. He entered the
building through a back door and
met with coach Joe Gibbs.

Several hours later, the team re-
leased a one-sentence statement
announcing that the 21-year-old
safety would be inactive for Sun-
day’s game against the Green Bay
Packers. Gibbs was not available
for comment after the meeting.

Taylor was stopped by a state
trooper at about 2:45 am. EDT,
on Washington’s Interstate 495,
Lt. Harry Newlin of the Virginia
State Police said the officer sus-
pected Taylor had been drinking.

“He failed some field sobriety
tests, was subsequently arrested
for driving under the influence,”
Newlin said. “He refused a
breath test, so he was charged
with driving under the influence
and refusal of a breath test.”

Taylor was held for four hours
in the Fairfax County Jail and re-
leased on a $5,000 bond at 10 a.m.
His mug shot shows him wearing
a black T-shirt with two
star-shaped earrings.

Taylor is due in court Dec. 1. A
first offense is punishable by up
to one year in prison and/or a
$2,500 fine. A conviction would
also merit disciplinary action by
the NFL.

Gibbs’ only comments came

NFL injury update
Injuries to prominent NFL players, fol-
Iowed D‘/ team’s prognosis for upcom-

RB Brian Westbrook (cracked
rib) questionable.

Giants: WR Amani Toomer (hamstring)
qutovable € Shaun Grian vl
fection) questionable.

: RB Fred Taylor (quadriceps)
auestionable.
Ravens: RE’ Jamal Lewis (suspension)
Jonat gden (hamstring)
U1 ot ey ki douBtl
pdsking: L Lavar Arington (nee)
Hall (groin) out.
R Randy Moss (hamstring)

questionable.

Thursday afternoon, according to
the Ravens’ Web site. “I don’t
have to think about it anymore,
not that I was overly concerned
about it.”

Ogden will not play this week
because of a pulled hamstring.

Eagles RB Levens to start
for injured Westhrook

PHILADELPHIA — With lead-
ing rusher Brian Westbrook like-
Iy out of Sunday’s game against

Gibbs said.

while he was still waiting to hear
from Taylor.

“It sounds like it’s serious,”
“And we'll kind of
deal with it with what we think is
best for the team.”

But Taylor has made headlines
for all the wrong reasons from the
week he was drafted in April.

He left the NFL’s mandatory
rookie symposium early and was
fined $25,000. He showed up at
his first minicamp wearing shorts
that were so baggy they kept fall-
ing to his knees.

Taylor also fired his agent with-
in days of the draft, and his con-
tract negotiations were delayed
because he took several months
to hire a new one. When he finally
found an agent,
seven-year,

he_signed

Ogden signs seven-year
contract with Ravens

BALTIMORE — All-Pro left
tackle Jonathan Ogden signed a
seven-year _contract
with the Baltimore Ravens, allow-
ing the seven-time Pro Bowler to
finish his career with the Ravens.

“I'm just glad it's done,” Ogden
said after signing the deal late
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$18' million deal.
After comparing his contract to
those signed by other draftees, he
fired his new agent and rehired
his original one. He also boycott-
ed the media for a few weeks.

Thursday

with a cracked rib,
34-year-old running back Dorsey
Levens will start.

Levens never thought he’d get
that chance again.

“T can't say that I did, honest-
ly,” Levens said Thursday. “At
my age and position, it’s just not a
likely scenario at this point. But
it’s here and it’s time to go.”

It's Levens’ first start since
Dec. 16, 2001, in his final season
with Green Bay. Levens had two
1,000-yard  seasons  from
1994-2001 and is fourth on the
Packers’ career rushing list.

He spent the 2002 season with
the Eagles and had the worst sea-
son of his career last year with
the Giants, averaging a ca-
reer-low 2.9 yards per carry. Lev-
ens said he was ready to quit, but
he continued to work out in case
an opportunity to play arose.

Levens will face one of the top
run defenses in the NFL. The
Ravens are seventh in the league
in run defense, allowing 100.3
yards per game and only 34
yards a carry.

“It’s probably not the best tim-
ing in the world because it is a
good defense, but the opportunity
presents itself,” Levens said.

Bears rookie Harris

fined $5,000 for late hit

LAKE FOREST, Ill. — Chicago
Bears rookie defensive tackle
Tommie Harris was fined $5,000
for knocking Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers quarterback Brian Griese
to the ground Sunday during a
dead-ball situation.

Harris said Thursday he plans
to appeal the fine, his second of
the season.
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Ravens linebacker Ray Lewis,
above, attempted to lure Terrell
Owens to Baltimore in the offsea-
son. This week he said, “My way
to heaven doesn't go through
Terrell Owens, so | wish we'd
stop bringing him up.”

Philadelphia wide receiver Terrell
Owens, above, refused to be
traded to Baltimore during the
offseason. The four-time Pro
Bowler decided to be low-key this
week, saying, “I'm just thankful
that 'm here.”

They meet again

Lewis, Owens avoid controversy
before Ravens-Eagles matchup

BY ROB MAADDI
The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Visions of
Terrell Owens coming across the
middle have probably raced
through Ray Lewis' mind all
week.

The All-Pro linebacker hasn’t
admitted having such thoughts re-
cently, but he sure isn’t going to
hold back if he gets a shot at
Owens when the Baltimore
Ravens visit the Philadelphia Ea-
gles on Sunday.

The two friends became adver-
saries when Owens rejected the
Ravens, forcing a trade to the Ea-
gles less than two weeks after San
Francisco initially sent the
four-time Pro Bowl wide receiver
to Baltimore last March.

Lewis and Owens had a few
testy exchanges leading up to a
preseason game in Philadelphia,
beginning with Lewis warning
Owens not to cross the middle.
But both insist they're focused on
the game this time.

“I look forward to anybody
with an opposite-colored jersey
coming over the middle. There’s
no more emphasis on T.0. than
anybody else,” Lewis said. “My
way to heaven doesn’t go through
Terrell Owens, so I wish we’d
stop bringing him up.”

Owens would rather talk about
his success with the Eagles, who
are seeking the first 7-0 record in
franchise history.

“Im just thankful that I'm
here,” he said. “I knew that for
me to be productive and play like
the receiver that I know I can be,
I had to be put in the right situa-
tion.”

The loquacious Owens never
made a secret of his desire to play
with quarterback Donovan Mc-
Nabb. But, he said for the first
time this week that an “offensive”
racial comment by Ravens Gener-
al Manager Ozzie Newsome also
persuaded him to spurn Balti-
more.

In his recent autobiography,
Owens wrote that Newsome told
the wide receiver’s agent that,
“He was a black man from Ala-

bama just like TO” and that
“sometimes a black man’s gotta
be slapped.”

Owens made a statement on the
first play against the Ravens in
the exhibition game, racing past
cornerback Gary Baxter and
catching an 81-yard touchdown
pass from McNabb.

With Deion Sanders joining
Baxter and All-Pro cornerback
Chris McAlister in Baltimore’s
secondary, Owens might have a
tougher time going deep.

“He’s a great receiver, so how
can you not look forward to the
matchup?” Baxter said. “It's noth-
ing personal. He's just going to g0
out there and do his thing and I'll
do my thing and we'll all get on
the same page.”

Owens has 34 catches for 596
yards and eight touchdowns.

“He’s having one of the great
seasons in the league. It’s going to
be an interesting matchup,” McAl-
ister said. “If he gets behind us,
he’s going to score, so obviously,
lhe goa] is to keep him in front of

The Ravens (4-2) need to con-
tain Owens and the rest of the Ea-
gles’ offense, because their deplet-
ed offense has trouble scoring.

Baltimore will be without
All-Pro running back Jamal
Lewis (suspension) and All-Pro
tackle Jonathan Ogden (ham-
string). They also likely won't
have Pro Bowl tight end Todd
Heap, who has been sidelined
since the second week of the sea-
son with a sprained ankle.

Still, Baltimore’s defense, led
by Lewis, the cornerbacks and
safeties Ed Reed and Will
Demps, is a formidable challenge
for Philadelphia’s offense. The Ea-
gles’ average of 28.5 points per
game is second in the NFL. But
no team has allowed fewer points
(85) than the Ravens.

The Eagles’ already-thin run-
ning backs corps could be without
Brian Westbrook, questionable
with a cracked rib. Westbrook
has 458 yards rushing, including
two 100-yard games, and has 31
receptions for 249 yards. Veteran
Dorsey Levens will start if West-
brook doesn’t.
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Cubs analyst Stone
won’t return in 05

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Longtime Chica-
go Cubs analyst Steve Stone an-
nounced Thursday he was leav-
ing WGN-TV, less than one
‘month after coming under fire for
on-air comments he made criticiz-
ing the team.

“I regret I won't be calling an-
other Cubs game on WGN-TV for
the greatest fans in baseball, the
fans of the Chicago Cubs,” Stone,
a Cubs broadcaster for 20 years,
said on WGN-AM radio.

Stone told The Associated
Press that WGN wanted to bring
him back next season. But after
much deliberation, he said he
reached a decision that was “prob-
ably best for all parties.”

“I am not retired,” Stone said.
“T am going to spend the rest of
my life in baseball. I just don’t ex-
actly know where that will be.”

Stone, who joined the Cubs as a
pitcher in 1974, won the Cy
Young Award for Baltimore in
1980 when he went 25-7.

A telephone message left for a
Cubs spokeswoman was not im-
mediately returned Thursday
night. WGN and the Cubs are
both owned by Tribune Co., the
parent of the Chicago Tribune.

Stone’s partner Chip Caray also
recently left WGN-TV to take a
job calling games for the Atlanta
Braves, joining his father, Skip, in
the booth.

Some of Stone’s comments this
season led to a meeting Oct. 1
with Cubs president Andy
MacPhail, general manager Jim
Hendry and manager Dusty
Baker after Stone questioned
managerial strategy and criti-
cized the team’s approach during
a postgame television show Sept.
30.

Later that night on WGN radio,
he also criticized the team for
making excuses in a late-season
loss that damaged their chances
of making the playoffs.

“You want the truth. You can’t
handle the truth,” Stone said at
the time. “The truth of this situa-
tion is an extremely talented
bunch of guys who want to look at
all directions except where they
should really look and kind of
make excuses for what happened.

“At the end of the day, boys,
don’t tell me how rough the water
is, you bring in the ship.”

Some of Stone’s comments last
season also angered several play-
ers, including reliever Kent Mer-
cker who called the booth during
one August game to complain.

Rangers reliever Francisco

faces a lesser charge

OAKLAND, Calif. — Texas
Rangers reliever Frank Fran-
cisco will face a misdemeanor as-
sault charge rather than a felony
for breaking a woman’s nose
when he threw a chair into the
stands during a game.

“He has no record. He threw a
plastic chair. It's not a gun. It's
not a knife,” Alameda County Se-
nior Deputy District Attorney
Norbert Chu said Thursday, ex-
plaining his decision.

ile Francisco still faces a
maximum three years’ probation
and one year in county jail, if con-
victed, he escaped the three years
in state prison connected to a felo-

ny conviction. A misdemeanor
charge also means that Francisco
does not have to appear in court
for some proceedings, including
the initial arraignment, Chu said.

Francisco threw the chair into
the right-field box seats and hit
two spectators in the head during
a Rangers-Oakland Athletics
game Sept. 13.

He hit Jennifer Bueno, whose
husband, Craig, was part of a
group of fans heckling the Rang-
ers before the fracas.

Francisco was suspended for
15 games, which carries through
the final game of the regular sea-
son. He still faces the possibility
of a civil suit by the Buenos.

D.C. Council gets an earful

on baseball at hearing

WASHINGTON — Hundreds
of people shared their opinions on
Mayor Anthony A. Williams’ $440
million baseball stadium proposal
during a District of Columbia
Council hearing that lasted more
than 14 hours, stretching into Fri-
day morning.

More than 230 individuals
were scheduled to testify follow-
ing presentations from city offi-
r:)als in a packed council cham-

Baseball supporters wore red
ball caps with a “W.” Opponents
wore navy blue caps that read
“Neighborhoods First.”

“There’s more people here

than an Expos game,” quipped
Councilman  Adrian  Fenty,
D-Ward 4.

But the hearing turned serious
quickly as members of the coun-
cil laid out their arguments and
grilled city officials on whether
they had gotten the best deal
from Major League Baseball.

Councilman David =~ Catania
called it “the worst deal in Ameri-
ca” and railed against the argu-
ments of City Administrator Rob-
ert Bobb and other mayoral ap-
pointees during the hearing. The
mayor did not testify.

He found an ally in former
mayor Marion Barry, who said he
wants a baseball team for D.C.
but not at such a high cost and not
on the Anacostia River water-
front.

“We shouldn‘l do it at any ex-
pense,” Barry said. “Why should
we subsidize these millionaires?”

P interview Pendleton

PHILADELPHIA — Terry
Pendleton, the Atlanta Braves’ hit-
ting coach the past three seasons,
was interviewed by the Philadel-
phia Phillies on Wednsday for
their vacant managerial position.

Jim Leyland, who managed
Pittsburgh and Colorado and led
Florida to its first World Series
championship in 1997, will inter-
view on Monday, thh no other
candidates scheduled.

Former managers Don Baylor,
Charlie Manuel, Grady Little,
Buddy Bell and Jim Fregosi, and
former Phillies first-round pick
John Russell have interviewed.
Only Pendleton and Russell, a
third-base coach for Pmsburgh
have no managerial experience in
the majors.
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Houston Astros center fielder Carlos Beltran (15), who hit a record eight home runs in the playoffs this sea-
son, will be one of the most coveted free agents on the market this offseason.

Beltran among 65 who file
on first day of free agency

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Carlos Beltran

wasted no time in becoming a
e agent.

After hitting eight homers for
the Houston Astros to tie the post-
season record, the speedy center
fielder was among 65 players
who filed for free agency Thurs-
day on the first possible day, just
hours after Boston completed its
historic sweep of St. Louis in the
World Series.

Acquired during the season
from Kansas City, Beltran has
said he would consider re-signing
with the Astros if they keep the
core of the team together.

“I experienced being on a team
where they don’t do anything to
help the ballclub,” Beltran said.
“One of my priorities if I stay
with this ballclub will be keeping
the young guys ... our young play-
ers have potential to be real
800

Bellran who is represented by
Scott Boras, could get the biggest
deal of the offseason.

Dodgers third baseman Adrian
Beltre, who led the major leagues
with 48 home runs, also filed
along with Dodgers outfielder
Steve Finley. Beltre, also a Boras
client, had arthroscopic surgery
Thursday to remove two large
bone spurs from his left ankle.

“Obviously there’s a lot of inter-
est in those guys,” Boras said.
“We're getting a lot of calls, so we
thought we’d file.”

Toronto first baseman Carlos
Delgado, Chicago White Sox out-
fielder Magglio Ordonez, Minne-

sota nght hander Brad Radke

George Steinbrenner said in a

and
Kev]n Millwood also ﬁled Thurs-

The Red Sox have 17 players
among the more than 200 poten-
tially eligible for free agency, a
group that includes Pedro Martin-
ez, Derek Lowe, Jason Varitek
and Orlando Cabrera. Backup out-
fielder Gabe Kapler was the only
player to file Thursday. Players
may file through Nov. 11 and
start negotiating money with any
of the other 29 teams the follow-

ing day.
Cardinals right-hander Chris
Carpenter,  sidelined  since

mid-September because of nerve
damage in his right biceps, filed
conditionally. St. Louis must de-
cide whether to exercise a $2 mil-
lion option for 2005.

Florida right-hander Carl Pa-
vano and Philadelphia left-hand-
er Eric Milton are among the
other starting pitchers eligible to
file.

Preliminary talks figure to
start Nov. 8, when general manag-
ers gather for a week of meetings
in Key Biscayne, Fla. The New
York Yankees ended three days
of high-level meetings in Tampa,
Fla., on Thursday as they pre-
pared for the offseason.

After becoming the first team
to waste a3-0 lead in a postseason
series and lose to Boston in the
AL Championship Series, New
York may restart trade talks with
Arizona for Randy Johnson.

“Make no mistake about it. We
are hard at work and will be back
with a strong team for our loyal
New York Yankee fans,” owner

The Chicago Cubs made two
moves Thursday. They declined
an $11.5 million mutual option on
outfielder Moises Alou, choosing
to pay a $2.5 million buyout, and
also declined a $2.5 million option
on second baseman Mark Grudz-
ielanek, paying him a $250,000
buyout.

‘White Sox outfielder Carl Ever-
ett exercised his $4 million op-
tion, and Chicago exercised a $2.5
million option on closer Shingo
Takatsu. The White Sox declined
their $1 million option on catcher
Sandy Alomar Jr., paying him a
$50,000 buyout instead.

Craig Biggio’s $3 million option
was exercised Thursday by the
Astros, who declined Jeff Kent’s
$9 million option and will pay the
second baseman a $700,000 buy-
out.

However, general manager
Gerry Hunsicker said the team
“made it clear to him that we had
interest in sitting down with him
and bringing him back under an-
other contract scenario.”

The Colorado Rockies and Jer-
omy Burnitz both declined his $3
million mutual option, and the out-
fielder will get a $250,000 buyout.

Cleveland right-hander Scott
Elarton, who was eligible for free
agency, agreed to an $850,000,
one-year contract.

There was one curious name
among those who filed — New
York Mets first baseman Mo
Vaughn, out most of the past two
seasons with an arthritic left
knee. Vaughn, who completed an
$80 million, six-year contract,
filed to get off the Mets’ 40-man
roster.
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Cardinals limp into offseason after defeat

Injuries, poor hitting derailed team that led majors with 105 victories

BY R.B. FALLSTROM
The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — No one summed
up the St. Louis Cardinals’ failure
in the World Series better than
Scott Rolen.

“When you have the aspiration
as a little kid of playing in the
World Series, throwing the ball
up and hitting it, you at least
sneak one hit in there in your
backyard,” Rolen said.

After a season in which the Car-
dinals led the majors with 105 vic-
tories, their potent lineup went
down meekly in a four-game
sweep to the Boston Red Sox.

Rolen, the major’s RBIs leader
before straining his left calf on
Sept. 11, went 0-for-15 during the
Series. The rest of the team didn’t
do much better, hitting .190 and
going 4-for-28 with runners in
scoring position. Jim Edmonds,
who batted fifth behind Rolen,
was 1-for-15 with no RBIs.

“We’re disappointed the season
didn’t turn out the way we want-
ed, but on the other hand we had
a great season and have nothing
to hang our heads about,” Game 4
starter Jason Marquis said.

The Cardinals cruised to the
NL Central title, only slowing in
mid-September when Rolen and
starter Chris Carpenter went
down with injuries.

Carpenter never returned and
Rolen slumped after he came
back, but manager Tony La
Russa refused to make excuses.

“What-if thinking, that's so
counterproductive,” La Russa
said Thursday as players cleared
their lockers at Busch Stadium.

No one felt the sting of the loss
more than Carpenter. He won 15
games in a brilliant comeback sea-
son after having missed 20
months while recuperating from
two shoulder operations, and
would have been the team’s top
starter in the playoffs had he not

3

St. Louis Cardinals third baseman Scott Rolen, who struggled with the bat after straining his left calf on
Sept. 11, was hitless in 15 at-bats in the World Series as the Cardinals were swept by the Boston Red Sox.

been lost with nerve damage to
his right biceps on Sept. 18 — the
day the Cardinals clinched the di-
vision.

Without him, only one of the
four starters lasted long enough
to qualify for a win in the Series.

Now, Carpenter has got to go
home to New Hampshire, not far

from Boston, and hear all winter
about how the Red Sox ended the
Curse of the Bambino at the ex-
pense of the Cardinals.

“I definitely did not want to be
the one going home and listening
to everybody talk about how they
beat us,” Carpenter said. “It’s a
small world at home and I'm

going to hear a lot of it. T don’t
want to deal with that.”

The Cardinals head into a short-
er than usual offseason facing the
usual list of personnel questions.

Shortstop Edgar Renteria can
become a free agent and re-sign-
ing him is one of the team’s top
priorities.

Pitcher Matt Morris, the Open-
ing Day starter the last three sea-
sons, had a staff-high 4.72 ERA
this year and almost certainly
will be lost to free agency.

The team has an option on
Woody Williams, the de facto No.
1 in the playoffs because of Car-
penter’s injury and Morris’ incon-
snstenLy, but is likely to try
re-signing him at a lower price.

Williams was 11-8, the fewest
victories on the rotation, but the
Cardinals won 16 of his last 19
regular-season starts and he won
twice in the playoffs. He’s 38, but
wants to pitch at least a few more
years and would like to stay in St.
Louis, where he’s enjoyed a ca-
reer renaissance.
definitely,” Williams

One of the rotation openings
likely will go to Dan Haren, who
impressed the team in spot starts
during the regular season and in
middle relief in the postseason.

Rick Ankiel also could be in the
hunt for a starting job after return-
ing from reconstructive elbow
surgery in the final month of the
season.

Reliever Steve Kline is sched-
uled to have surgery Nov. 11 tore-
pair a partially torn tendon his
left index finger, an injury that
got him bounced from the World
Series roster. He also can be a
free agent and believes the team
does not want to re-sign him.

One vacancy they won’t have to
fill is manager. La Russa con-
firmed Thursday that he’ll be
back for a 10th season.

Bill DeWitt Jr., the team’s gen-
eral partner and chairman of the
board, said after Wednesday’s
Game 4 loss that he considered
this La Russa’s best season in St.

“I thought it was, T really did,
and I told him so,” DeWitt said. “T
thought he did a wonderful job.”

Repeat: Can Red Sox maintain chemistry despite free agency?

REPEAT, FROM BACK PAGE

“Already we're thinking in
terms of what it’s going to take to
defend our championship,”
Henry said when the team bus ar-
rived at Fenway on Thursday
morning after the flight from St.
Louis.

Nothing, though, compares to
this championship. The fans
showed him that on his ride in
from the airport after Lowe
pitched seven scoreless innings
in the clinching 3-0 victory.

“They never gave up, for their
entire lives, they never gave up,”
Henry said. “As we drove in the
buses with a police escort, traffic
was stopped everywhere, people
were out of their cars. Just sheer
joy, the release of all this yearn-
ing to win a world championship
is just a great thing to see, to be a
part of.”

Martinez has a good relation-
ship with Henry, and he has until
Nov. 11 to declare free agency.

“It really is too early, way too
early” to discuss that, said
Fernando Cuza, Martinez’s agent.
“The guys just landed and some
may be hung over.”

Inside Fenway, which opened
the same week in 1912 in which
the Titanic sank, workers washed
the concourses. On the field, the
World Series logo remained on
the grass behind home plate and
the first- and third-base lines
were given a new coat of white
paint in case the field is needed
for team photos.

Since the Red Sox lost Game 7
of last year’s AL Championship
Series to the Yankees, Epstein
has found ways to get them over
that hump — adding stars and
role players.

He hired a manager, Terry
Francona, who he thought may
have been too nice but ended up a
perfect fit for a bunch of oddly
coifed misfits who played with
joy. And Francona beat manageri-

al luminaries Joe Torre and Tony
La Russa along the way.

He traded a star shortstop,
Nomar Garciaparra, who was too
sullen for the goofy clubhouse.
But he had been such a big part of
the franchise that his teammates
voted him a full playoff share.

Epstein put together a middle
infield of Orlando Cabrera, error-
less in 14 postseason games, and
Bellhorn, whose two-run homer
into Pesky’s Pole in right field in
the eighth inning won the World
Series opener 11-9.

But neither is a lock to return.

Cabrera can become a free
agent and Bellhorn, not yet eligi-
ble for free agency, is signed only
through this season.

Martinez is the bigge:
and didn’t hurt his bargai
sition by allowing three hits in
seven scoreless innings in Bos-
ton’s 4-1 victory in Game 3, per-
haps his last outing in a Red Sox

uniform.
“I said I hope it’s not the last

one,” said Martinez, who would
have to accept less than this
year’s $17.5 million salary to stay.
“But if it is, I just want the fans
and everybody to understand that
1 did whatever possible to repre-
sent the city well, the team, and
that my heart will always be with
them.”

The three-time Cy Young
award winner was 16-9, his most
losses since 1996, with a ca-
reer-high ERA of 3.90. But he
was healthy all season and didn’t
miss a start.

Lowe struggled and finished at
14-12 with a 542 ERA. But he
was the winning pitcher in the
clinching games of the AL Divi-
sion Series, AL Championship Se-
ries and World Series. He also got
the save in the deciding fifth
game of last year’s playoffs
against Oakland.

en you think you’re down
as far as you can go, I kept gemng
back up,” said Lowe, who in-
creased his market value with his

playoff performance, a price the
Red Sox might be reluctant to
pay.

Ltme made $5 million this
year, Varitek earned $6.7 million
and both are represented by Scott
Boras, who likes his clients to test
the free- -agent market.

For now, the Red Sox are cham-
pions for the first time in 86
years.

So on Thursday, Tom Wilson,
44, of Falmouth, stood in the line
for souvenirs at a store where, in-
terestingly, the last four digits of
its phone number are 8686. He
wore a Red Sox cap, a tie whose
print was full of baseballs and a
blue suit.

“'m not going back until T get
large quantities of shirts and hats,
48 caps, 48 shirts,” he said. “I'm
going to take a couple of items
and put them on gravestones of
people who didn’t get to see this.”

Get ’em while you can.

“My only fear,” he said, “is that
the Yankees will buy our play-
ers.”
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Alonzo Mourning plays in first game
since getting new kidney
in December, Page 27

business

ce tough personnel decisions

BY HOWARD ULMAN
The Associated Press

BOSTON — The line at the souvenir store
curved around the corner, about the length of
a Mark Bellhorn homer into Pesky’s Pole.

Thousands of fans yearned to wear the
words “Boston Red Sox” and “World Series
Champions” on the same shirt. One of
lhem wasn’t sure what he wanted on the

ack.

“If'l knew Varitek would stay, I'd get
his authentic jersey, so maybe I'll get
Schilling or Ortiz instead,” said Chris
McDevitt, a 30-year-old accountant
who once worked in concessions at
Fenway Park.

On Thursday, smiling customers
with long shopping lists didn’t seem to
mind they had slept too little after the
Red Sox won the World Series for the
first time since 1918, finishing a sweep
of the St. Louis Cardinals on Wednesday
night. The fans also didn’t mind stand-
ing in line just across narrow Yawkey
Way from the stadium where the mes-
sageboard read: “Welcome Home 2004
World Champions.”

But when the euphoria and disbelief
subsides, they’ll wonder who will play on
the team as it tries to defend the title.

David Ortiz is signed through 2006, Curt
Schilling through 2007 and Manny Ramirez
through 2008.

But Pedro Martinez, Derek Lowe and Jason
Varitek can become free agents along with 15
less valuable players.

General manager Theo Epstein will have to

prove himself again and team owner John One player the Red

Henry will have to come up with the money. Sox won't have to

This year’s payroll of $128 million was second worry about right

only to the New York Yankees’ $186 million. . . "
away is David Ortiz,

‘With the World Series victory, a bonus in who is signed

Schilling’s contract increases his 2005 salary is sign

from $12.5 million to $14.5 million and guaran- through 2006.

tees his 2007 club option at $13 million. »

SEE REPEAT ON PAGE 31

Derek Lowe: Went 14-12 with a
5.42 ERA during the regular sea-
son, but was the winning pitcher
in the division series, ALCS and
World Series clinchers. His play-
off performance means he’ll get a
raise, in Boston or elsewhere.

Orlando Cabrera: Came to the
Red Sox from the Expos in the
Nomar Garciaparra trade and
stood out at shortstop. The poten-
tial free agent didn’t make an
error in 14 postseason games, and
hit safely in 10 straight.

Pedro Martinez: Three-time
Cy Young winner was 16-9 with a

0 ERA this season. His stats
are off from his best seasons in
Boston, meaning he'll probably
have to take less than this year’s
$17.5 million salary to return.

SN

Jason Varitek: Like Lowe, is a
client of agent Scott Boras, which
means they likely will test the
market. Thought by some to be

Boston’s MVP this season, the
team is likely to make every rea-
sonable effort to keep him.

No. 22 Hokies
rally in fourth
quarter to sting
Yellow Jackets
Page 26

Let the bidding
begin: 65 players
to enter baseball’s
free-agent market

Page 30

Fearsome during
regular season,
Cards went quietly
in World Series
Page 31

Ravens’ Lewis, Eagles’ Owens focus on game, not controversy ez



